JULY 6, 2020

CAPITOL
ministries:

INSIDE

MINISTRY UPDATE

Local Government

Ministries

VERSE OF THE WEEK

1 Corinthians 12:4-6...3

ABOUT

Capitol Ministries

let 1__“\’ « A"l a4 iﬂ!

.

®

AALLL

pe——

“'“.]--. I 1] SRy

!

|ilri..-.£7—'

- .
& q

. -

PUBLISHED IN PARTNERSHIP WITH

@ LOGOS

KNOW YOUR BIBLE.

MEMBERS BIBLE STUDY ~— UNITED STATES CAPITAL

3k THE BASICS OF CHRISTIANITY | PART 8
[ ]
Knowing Jesus:

The Vital Role of
Spiritual Gifts

HIS WEEK’S STUDY IN OUR CONTINUING

series on Knowing Jesus relates to ascertaining

and practicing your spiritual gifts. Jesus had all the
spiritual gifts. Today, His body is comprised of individual
believers who possess certain allotments or portions of
them. It follows then that only when we know and practice
our gifts in unity does the world see Christ in the capital;
when we don’t, they don’t.

What is/are your spiritual gifts? Are you practicing them?
Let’s study on.

Ralph Drollinger

WEEKLY BIBLE STUDIES

CABINET: 7:00 AM Wednesdays, location undisclosed, refreshments served.
SENATE: 8:00 AM Tuesdays, rotating offices, hot breakfast served.

HOUSE: 7:45 aM Thursdays, The Capitol Hill Club, hot breakfast served.

BIBLE STUDY SPONSORS

CABINET MEMBERS

Mike Pence, VP: DC

Mike Pompeo, SOS: DC
Mark Meadows, COS: DC
Jim Bridenstine, NASA: DC
Ben Carson, HUD: DC

Betsy DeVos, DOE: DC

Sonny Perdue, USDA: DC
Alex Acosta, Fmr Sec DOL: DC
Rick Perry, Fmr Sec DOE: DC
Tom Price, Fmr Sec HHS: DC
Jeff Sessions, Fmr AOG: DC

SENATORS

Marsha Blackburn: TN
Bill Cassidy: LA

Kevin Cramer: ND
Steven Daines: MT
Joni Ernst: 14

Cindy Hyde-Smith: MS
James Lankford: OK
David Perdue: GA
Mike Rounds: SD

Tim Scott: SC

Jobn Thune: SD

REPRESENTATIVES
Robert Aderbolt: AL
Rick Allen: GA

Don Bacon: NE
Michael Bost: IL

Ted Budd: NC

Jobn Carter: TX
Michael Conaway: TX
Rick Crawford: AR
Ron Estes: KA

Bill Flores: TX

Greg Gianforte: MT
Louie Gobmert: TX
Tom Graves: GA
Glenn Grothman: W1
Kevin Hern: OK
George Holding: NC
Bill Huizenga: MI
Bill Johnson: OH
Dusty Jobnson: SD
Jim Jordan: OH
Doug Lamborn: CO
Kevin McCarthy: CA
Gary Palmer: AL
Bill Posey: FL

Cathy McMorris Rodgers: WA
David Rouzer: NC
John Rutherford: FL
Glenn Thompson: PA
Scott Tipton: CO
Tim Walberg: MI
Mark Walker: NC
Jackie Walorski: IN
Randy Weber: TX
Daniel Webster: FL
Bruce Westerman: AR
Roger Williams: TX
Joe Wilson: SC

Rob Wittman: VA
Steve Womack: AR
Rob Woodall: GA
Ted Yoho: FL

The views expressed in each Bible study
are those of the author, and do not
necessarily reflect the position of any
individual Bible Study Sponsor.
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Local Government
Ministries

MINISTRY UPDATE

Distinguished statesman Rick
Perry is inviting local government
officials across the United States
to read the Capitol Ministries
Bible studies that he valued so
much as a national leader of
our nation.

The former U.S. Secretary
of Energy who also served as

Texas governor is spearheading
CapMin’s effort to reach the
500,000 city and county elected
and appointed public servants
in 40,000 incorporated local

communities.

By email invitation, Secretary
Perry is offering to send one Bible
study per week in the year-long,
52-study Oaks-in-Office; Biblical
Essays for Political Leaders series
to those who request them.

These are the same studies that
Ralph Drollinger, President and
Founder of Capitol Ministries
led in three separate Bible studies
to members of the White House
Cabinet, U.S. Senators, and
Representativcs in Washington,

D.C.

Continued page 4

Knowing Jesus

: The Vital Role of Spiritual Gifts

I. ANINTRODUCTION TO
SPIRITUAL GIFTS

The Body of Christ functions as intend-
ed by Christ only when believers come
into contact with another and practice
their spiritual gifts; therein Jesus min-
isters via His chosen ones in His Body:
Accordingly, this week’s study is a select
overview of the spiritual gifts in a giv-
en body of believers. As 1 Corinthians
12:4-6 states (see page 3), God diversely
and supernaturally gifts (at the time of
salvation) all who have placed their faith
in Him. It is therefore important for
one to understand, discover, and prac-
tice what God intends for him to focus
on for the purpose of building-up the
body of Christ, not only in one’s home
district, but in the place where God has
sent him—to the Hill or in the capital.

1. How does Ephesians 5:17 underscore
the above?

“So then do not be foolish, but under-
stand what the will of the Lord is.”

2. What does Matthew 5:15-16 state in
this regard?

“Nor does anyone light a lamp and put
it under a basket, but on the lampstand,
and it gives light to all who are in the
bouse. Let your light shine before men
in such a way that they may see your
good works, and glorify your Father

who is in heaven.”

Note that spiritual gifts differ from tal-
ents. Believers and unbelievers alike
all share natural abilities. An atheist or
agnostic can be a talented speaker, law-
yer, painter, or rocket scientist. Spiritual

gifts on the other hand differ: They are
present only through salvation; and they
uniquely equip only believers specifical-
ly so they may minister to others. Every
believer excels and achieves in his per-
sonal ministry to the extent he practices
what God, in His sovereignty, has espe-
cially equipped him to do. Post salvation,
every believer has his or her own special,
limited, spiritual capabilities with which
God has empowered him or her to min-
ister most effectively to others.

In speaking of spiritual gifts, Romans
12:4-5 states: “For just as we have
many members in one body and all the
members do not bave the same function,
so we, who are many, are one body in
Christ, and individually members one
of another.”

3. What does 1 Corinthians 12:11 state
in this regard?

“But one and the same Spirit works all
these things, distributing to each one
individually just as He wills.”

What then are these spiritual gifts? The
following is a comprehensive list of bib-
lically-described spiritual gifts catego-

rized into three areas:

Prophesy Leadership Healings
Knowledge Helps Languages
Wisdom Giving Interpretations
Teaching Mercy Miracles
Exhortation Faith
Discernment

In that this week’s study is not intended
to be a comprehensive investigation of
all the above gifts, three verbal and three
serving gifts will be the focus with the
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intent to provide more than an ample
picture of how God has designed His
Church, the body of Christ, to grow
people into His likeness. God has pro-
vided a means by which we can increas-
ingly know Jesus—and it is not solo.

II. AN OVERALL PERSPECTIVE
OF SPIRITUAL GIFTS

Before specifically examining six of the
gifts, further perspective will prove help-
ful:

A. THE GIFTS ARENOT
NEATLY PACKAGED

Notice that this week’s memorization
passage incorporates a threefold usage
of the word “variety” Properly under-
stood, the gifts are akin to a palette of
primary colors from which the Lord
amalgamates, empowers and paints one-
of-a-kind masterpieces.

1. What does Ephesians 2:10 state in
this regard?

“For we are His workmanship, created
in Christ Jesus for good works, which
God prepared beforeband so that we

would walk in them.”

There are many degrees and combina-
tions of giftedness. Remember 1 Cor-
inthians 12:11 says He distributes “zo
each one individually just as He wills.”

2. What does 1 Peter 4:10 state in this
regard?

As each one has received a special gift,
employ it in serving one another as good

stewards of the manifold grace of God.”

B. THE GIFTS ARE
INTENDED TO
BENEFIT OTHERS

First Corinthians 12:7 states that the
spiritual gifts are “for the common good.”
Good (sumpheron) means “to bring to-
gether” or “to confer a benefit” In the
memorization verse the word ministries
(diakonia) can be translated as “services.”
So the big idea is that spiritual gifts are

intended by Jesus to serve others.

1. Why did Jesus, according to Mark
10:45 come into the world?

“For even the Son of Man did not come
to be served, but to serve, and to give
His life a ransom for many.”

One’s spiritual gift(s) is/are intended for
another’s benefit. To complete 1 Peter
4:10, .. employ it in serving one anoth-
er.” Think unselfishly about your spiritu-
al gift(s): God gives one or more of them
to you, but not for you; they are to be
used by you to serve others and build
them up. To the degree you do this you
will possess a high degree of inner peace

and fulfillment.

C. THE GIFTS ARE TO BE
PRACTICED IN HUMILITY

At the conclusion of 1 Corinthians 12,
Paul states “but you earnestly desire

the greater gifts, and I show you a still
more excellent way.” Earnestly desiring
(zeloo) could be translated as “pridefully”
In context, one could fall into the trap of
wanting certain spiritual gifts in order to

be like another. The “more excellent way”
however is not having a self-centered

attitude about giftedness, but rather to

want to love and serve others in a way

best suited for them—not yourself.

For past studies or additional copies go to capmin.org
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VERSE OF THE WEEK

1 Corinthians 12:4-6

“Now there are varieties of
gifts, but the same Spirit.
And there are varieties of
ministries, and the same
Lord. There are varieties
of effects, but the same
God who works all things

in all persons.”

God’s various expressions of
power are in action cverywhere
and others are depending on
you to exercise your gift(s)!
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MINISTRY UPDATE

Capitol Ministries studies are
“in-depth, theologically sound,
and they drill deep in Scripture,”
Secretary Perry wrote. “They
helped us all understand more
about God, biblical truths, and
what God expected of us as
leaders.”

Numerous local officials have
already accepted Secretary

Perry’s invitation and have begun

reading the studies that provide
a progressive faith journey to
help create a strong spiritual
foundation, shape character,
increase faith, as well as examine
crucial policy issues through the
timeless lens of God’s Word.

Secretary Perry is heading
the effort in keeping with one
of CapMin’s long-established
objectives.

“A mission of CapMin is
to reach every elected leader
every year with the gospel of
Jesus Christ,” Drollinger said.
“Secretary Perry will eventually
send an invitation to all 500,000
local government leaders. We

Continued page 6
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First Corinthians 13 immediately fol-
lows the context of Paul’s above admo-
nition. Notice that chapter 13 is stated
in contrast to the conclusion of 1 Corin-
thians 12 (chapter divisions were not a
part of the original manuscripts).

“If I speak with the tongues of men and
of angels, but do not have love, I have
become a noisy gong or a clanging cym-
bal. If I bave the gift of prophecy, and
know all mysteries and all knowledge;
and if I bave all faith, so as to remove
mountains, but do not have love, I am
nothing. And if I give all my possessions
to feed the poor, and if I surrender my
body to be burned, but do not have love,
it profits me nothing. Love is patient,
love is kind and is not jealous; love
does not brag and is not arrogant, does
not act unbecomingly; it does not seek
its own, is not provoked, does not take
into account a wrong suffered, does not
rejoice in unrighteousness, but rejoices
with the truth; bears all things, believes
all things, hopes all things, endures all
things. Love never fails; but if there
are gifts of prophecy, they will be done
away; if there are tongues, they will
cease; if there is knowledge, it will be
done away. For we know in part and we
prophesy in part; but when the perfect
comes, the partial will be done away.
When I was a child, I used to speak like
a child, think like a child, reason like
a child; when I became a man, I did
away with childish things. For now we
see in a mirror dimly, but then face to
Jface; now I know in part, but then 1
will know fully just as I also have been
Sully known. But now faith, hope, love,
abide these three; but the greatest of
these is love.”

One is to employ in a spirit of humility
whatever it is that God has given him so as
to build His glory into the lives of others.

D. SUMMARY ON
PERSPECTIVE

To the degree one can know
and ascertain the Biblical
content of each gift is the
degree to which he or she

can entertain the possibility

of a personal fit.

This is critically important so that one
best understands what role he need take
on in achieving God’s big plan! Spiritual
maturity—knowing Jesus—means one
need grasp how God specifically intends
to use him in the building up of His
body.

1. What does Ephesians 2:22 state in
this regard?

“In whom you also are being built to-
gether into a dwelling of God in the
Spirit”

ITII. THE SPEAKING GIFTS

In the overview of spiritual gifts, this
study will examine those ones listed in
Romans 12:6-8:

“Since we bave gifis that differ according
to the grace given to us, each of us is to
exercise them accordingly: if prophecy,
according to the proportion of his faith;
if service, in his serving; or he who
teaches, in his teaching; or he who ex-
borts, in his exhortation; he who gives,
with liberality; he who leads, with dili-
gence; he who shows mercy, with cheer-
fulness”

What follows first are the speaking
gifts that are mentioned in the passage:
prophecy, teaching, and exhortation.
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A. THE GIFT OF PROPHESY

The Greck word for prophesy (proph-
eteia) literally and simply means“speak-
ing forth” or “to proclaim” and can best
be understood as the present-day gift of
preaching. In 1 Corinthians 14:3, Paul
said, “But one who prophesies speaks
to men for edification and exhortation
and consolation.” Therefore, the gift of
prophecy today has everything to do
with the forth-telling of God’s Word. In
essence, it is the gift of being God’s pub-
lic spokesman; a very sobering and im-
portant empowerment by God’s grace
that some Church leaders and some
Christian legislators possess.

At times, God has used His public
spokesmen to not only forth-tell but
foretell tuture events and give new rev-
elation. But now that the Scripture is
complete and the canon is closed it
seems to follow that the gift of prophesy
is manifest primarily through one who
proclaims God’s will via the enunciation
and heralding of His written Word.

1. How does Revelation 22:18-19 lim-
it our understanding of prophesy to
forth-telling only?

“I testify to everyone who hears the
words of the prophecy of this book: if
anyone adds to them, God will add to
bim the plagues which are written in
this book; and if anyone takes away
from the words of the book of this
prophecy, God will take away his part
from the tree of life and from the holy

city, which are written in this book.”

More understanding of this is perhaps
in order. Those who believe that the
foretelling element of this gift no longer
exists are known today as “Cessationists.”

They believe the elements of the gift to
predict and provide new revelation as
seen in the Old Testament (OT) and
during the Apostolic time no longer
remain operational today. Those who
believe that foretelling elements of the
gift do remain operational are known as
“Continuationists” and within Evangel-
icalism are known as “Charismatics” or
“Pentecostals” Arguing either position
requires complex theological discussion
beyond the purpose of this study. Per-
sonally I tend to see this the way Calvin
did, that those gifted with prophesy are
instruments of God to make known His
Word with power, clarity and authority.
Calvin said, “prophesy at this day in the
Christian Church is hardly anything
else than the right understanding of the
Scripture, and the peculiar faculty of ex-
plaining it” Suffice to say that I see no
reason for the Body of Christ to divide
over this issue—especially in an outpost
for Christ like the capital. Both theolog-

ical camps would agree with the follow-

ing:

The Gift of Prophecy

and Your Maturity

The practice of the gift of prophe-
cy is enormously beneficial in ma-
turing people in Christ. Ephesians
4:11 states that, “dnd He gave some
«.. as propbhets ... for the equipping
of the saints ... to the building up
of the body of Christ” Unfortu-
nately, there are too few excellent
preachers in our land today. The
wise person places him or herself
in a ministry setting where there is
one! The benefit is enormous! One
cannot underestimate the value of
belonging to a body of believers
where there is excellent, weekly ex

For past studies or additional copies go to capmin.org

George Washington

Washington Crossing the Delaware
by Emanuel Leutze, 1851 (The
Metropolitan Museum of Art)

“I now make it my earnest
prayer that God would ...
most graciously be pleased to
dispose us all to do justice, to
love mercy, and to demean
ourselves with that charity,
humility, and pacific temper
of the mind which were
the characteristics of the
Divine Author of our blessed
religion.”

— George Washington, first president of
the United States; commander-in-chief
of the Continental Army; member of the
Continental Congress; president of the
Constitutional Convention, ‘Father of
His Country, judge.

George Washington, The Last Official
Address of His Excellency George Washington
to the Legislature of the United States
(Hartford: Hudson and Goodwin, 1783),
p- 12; see also The New Annual Register or
General Repository of History, Politics, and
Literature, for the Year 1783 (London: G.
Robinson, 1784), p. 150.
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MINISTRY UPDATE

would greatly appreciate it if you

would join us in praying that God
would direct and bless this effort.”
A related goal is for CapMin to
establish weekly Bible studies in
local communities where leaders
may study the Bible face to face.
If you wish to lead a study or be
a part of one as a government
leader, visit capmin.org. Secretary
Perry said the study would greatly

benefit the seeker who wants to
learn more about God, or the
seasoned Christian who desires to
grow in his or her faith.

“I can’t wait for you to see what
is waiting for you,” he wrote. “I
know that this experience will
enrich your life as it has mine.”

Knowing Jesus: The Vital Role of Spiritual Gifts

position of God’s Word. Spiritually,
it is a decision between digesting
long-term a junk-food diet versus
the regular consumption of solid
meals. Our spiritual health is de-
pendent on the decisions we make
to associate with the God-given
gift to build up His called-out
ones. Take advantage of the gift!

B. THE GIFT OF TEACHING

The Greek word for teaching is didas-
kalia. This word relates to both what is
taught and the act of teaching it. The
English word “didactic” means “a moral
teacher.” Kaleo is even easier to trans-
literate; meaning “to call” The believ-
er possessing this divine enablement
has the ability to interpret and present
God’s truth in ways understandable.

1. How did the Apostle Paul evidence
his possession of this gift in Acts
20:27?

“For I did not shrink from declaring to
you the whole purpose of God.”

The teaching gift is the ability to “give
systematic and regular instruction of
Gods Word.” Characteristic of the
first-century Church was strong, regular
teaching.

2. What does Acts 2:42 state was char-
acteristic of the first-century Church?

“They were continually devoting them-
selves to the apostles’ teaching and to
fellowship, to the breaking of bread

and to prayer.”

The gift of teaching is vitally import-
ant to the growth of the body of Christ
in that fulfilling the Great Commis-
sion “teaching them to observe all that
I commanded you” is synonymous with
“Go and make disciples” (cf. Matthew
28:19-20). For the body of Christ to be
obedient to its primary marching orders,
there must be the systematic teaching
of God’s Word. If you follow my logic
above, without that gift being practiced,
there is no disciple-making, and there
will exist fewer mature agents of salt and
light in the capital as a result! (And one
need add that William Penn said that
good hearts are the basis of good laws.)
It follows that if one is serious about be-
coming a disciple he will align himself
with someone or others who possess this

gift! Why refuse opening a gift?

3. What is the difference between the
gifts of prophecy and teaching?

Here’s a hint: It is not one of content,
rather ability. The former is gifted to
proclaim, the later to systematically and
regularly instruct. In Acts 17 one sees
Paul’s gift of prophecy in his one-time
address in the midst of the Areopagus
to the citizens of Athens. And as noted
previously in Acts 20 his gift of teaching
is on display: He had previously spent
three years building up the Ephesian el-
ders (cf. v. 31). Both gifts are needed to
mature the body.

4. In Luke 24:27 and 32, how do the
two disciples on the road to Emmaus
illustrate the life-changing effects
these gifts?

“Then beginning with Moses and with
all the prophets, He explained to them
the things concerning Himself in all the
Scriptures .... They said to one another,
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‘Were not our hearts burning within us
while He was speaking to us on the road,
while He was explaining the Scriptures
to us?’”

Finally, one who is a leader in God’s
work must be able to teach. Note 1Tim-
othy 3:2 in this regard:

“An overseer, then, must be above re-
proach, the busband of one wife, tem-
perate, prudent, respectable, hospitable,
able to teach ..”

Be wary of anyone who functions as a
spiritual leader in some way and is not
in a Bible-teaching function. Spiritual
leadership which lacks Bible teaching
tends to drift away from God’s Word. A
ship without a steady directional rudder
in the end makes no measureable prog-
ress and disciples are not made—nor at
the end of the day will there be strong
agents of preservation and illumination

(salt and light) in the capital.

C. THE GIFT OF
EXHORTATION

The Greek word for exhortation (paraka-
leo) is a combination of two words, para
which means “along side” and as previ-
ously seen kaleo which means “calling”
Literally, this person is gifted, called to
“come along another’s side.” Characteris-
tic of the person with this gift is his or
her propensity to be able to get close
to people in order to encourage, advise,
strengthen, warn, and/or comfort them.
The gift is manifest by the ability to walk
along side someone who is hurting, dis-
couraged, or depressed. It is the super-
natural ability to carry one-another’s
burdens.

1. In Acts 14:21-22, how do Paul and

Barnabas portray this gift?

After they had preached the gospel to
that city and had made many disciples,
they returned to Lystra and to Iconi-
um and to Antioch, strengthening the
souls of the disciples, encouraging them
to continue in the faith, and saying,
“Through many tribulations we must

enter the kingdom of God.”

The gift of exhortation is underscored
in Hebrews as well, where the writer
admonishes believers to “consider how
to stimulate one another to love and
good deeds, not forsaking our own as-
sembling together, as is the babit of
some, but encouraging one another ..”
(10:24-25). Do you possess a divine en-
ablement to encourage other in the cap-
ital? Do you practice it?

Such a gift is critically
important to practice in
the capital, especially in an
ideologically gridlocked
congress where little is
accomplished.

Those who hold to biblically based val-
ues and policies need to be constantly
encouraged to stand strong by other be-
lievers who possess this gift!

D. SUMMARY ON THESE
THREE SPEAKING GIFTS

Whereas the gift of prophesy proclaims
the truth of God’s Word, teaching sys-
tematizes it and makes it simple to un-
derstand. Finally, the gift of exhortation
helps one to integrate the truths of God’s
Word. The exhorter calls others to obe-
dience and faithful lifestyles consistent
with the proclaimed-and-taught truths
of Scripture. Each of these speaking gifts

For past studies or additional copies go to capmin.org
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William Samuel Johnson

“..Acquaint yourselves
with Him in His word and
holy ordinances ... [G]o
forth into the world firmly
resolved neither to be
allured by its vanities nor
contaminated by its vices,
but to run with patience and
perseverance, with firmness
and [cheerfulness], the
glorious career of religion,
honor, and virtue. ... Finally,
... in the elegant and expressive
language are honest,
whatsoever things are just,
whatsoever things are pure,
whatsoever things are lovely,
whatsoever things are of good
report, if there be any virtue,
and if there be any praise,
think on these things”—and
do them...”

— William Samuel Johnson, signer of
the Constitution; member of the
Continental Congress; judge; framer of
the Bill of Rights; president of Columbia
College; USS. senator.

E. Edwards Beardsley, Life and Times of
William Samuel Johnson (Boston: Houghton,
Mifflin and Company, 1886), pp. 141-145.
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Richard Stockton

<

Richard Stockton (“Ibe Signer”), Class of
1748, (1730-1781), Princeton University

“..I think it proper here not only
to subscribe to the entire belief of
the great and leading doctrines
of the Christian religion, such as
the being of God; the universal
defection and depravity of human
nature; the Divinity of the person
and the completeness of the
redemption purchased by the
blessed Savior; the necessity of the
operations of the Divine Spirit;
of Divine faith accompanied with
an habitual virtuous life; and
the universality of the Divine
Providence: but also, in the bowels
of a father’s affection, to exhort and
charge [my children] that the fear
of God is the beginning of wisdom,
that the way of life held up in the
Christian system is calculated for
the most complete happiness that
can be enjoyed in this mortal state,
[and] that all occasions of vice
and immorality is injurious either
immediately or consequentially—
even in this life”

— Richard Stockton, signer of the
Declaration of Independence; judge.

The will of Richard Stockton, dated May 20,
1780.

Knowing Jesus

: The Vital Role of Spiritual Gifts

is necessary in order to mature believ-
ers in Christ! As with Paul, sometimes
these three gifts exist and are beautiful-
ly blended in a variety of combinations
within the same person. No matter what
your degree of giftedness may be, let us
all be mature in our use of them!

1. What did Paul say to the believers in
the Imperial Capitol of Rome per Ro-
mans 12:11 in context and regards to
their practice of their spiritual gifts?

“Not lagging behind in diligence, fer-
vent in spirit, serving the Lord.”

IV. THE SERVING GIFTS

What follows next is an examination
of three of the serving gifts listed in the
home passage of Romans 12:6-8: lead-
ership, service, and giving:

“Since we bave gifts that differ according

to the grace given to us, each of us is to
exercise them accordingly: if prophecy,
according to the proportion of his faith;
if service, in his serving; or he who
teaches, in his teaching; or he who ex-
horts, in his exhortation; he who gives,
with liberality; he who leads, with dili-
gence; be who shows mercy, with cheer-
fulness”

Do you possess one or more of these
gifts? If so how do you employ it/them
in the arena to which God has called you
to minister at home and on the Hill or
in the capital?

This word is found elsewhere to refer to
headship in the family, (translated into
English here as the word “manages”) in 1

Timothy 3:4; 5, 12:

“He must be one who manages bis own
household well, keeping his children
under control with all dignity”... “(but
if aman does not know how to manage
his own household, how will he take
care of the church of God?) ... Deacons
maust be busbands of only one wife, and
good managers of their children and
their own housebolds.”

In the listing of spiritual gifts in 1 Cor-
inthians 12, Paul refers to this same gift,
yet uses another word, kubernesis, which
means, “to guide” That word, found
elsewhere in the New Testament (NT),
refers to a helmsman: “A person who
steers a ship.” (Cf. Acts 27:11 and Revw.
18:17.)

Perhaps the best way to explain the spir-
itual gift of leadership is to illustrate
what God’s people look like without it.
In Paul’s first letter to Corinth, he makes
no mention of the operation of this gift.
Accordingly, anarchy—serious spiritual
and moral degeneration—characterized

the Church.

1. In the Judges 21:25 there is a siren
verse depicting Israel’s void of lead-

ership in this period of their history.
What resulted?

“In those days there was no king in Isra-
el; everyone did what was right in bis
own eyes.”

A. THE GIFT OF LEADERSHIP

The Greek word for lead (proistemi) list-

ed in Romans 12 means “to stand before.”

Both Corinth and the period of the
Judges illustrate what happens when the
gift of leadership is nowhere practiced in

the body today.
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2. What did Paul say (when speaking
to the Church at Rome in Romans
12:8) that one who possesses this gift
should practice?

“Or he who exhorts, in bis exhortation;

he who gives, with liberality; he who
leads, with diligence; he who shows
mercy, with cheerfulness.”

The word for diligence (spoude) means
“earnestness and zeal.” It is used this way
in Mark 6:25 where Herod’s brother’s
wife’s daughter (Le. Herod’s dancing
gitlfriend) asks for the head of John the
Baptist. The passage states, “Immediate-
ly she came in a burry (Lit.: spoude) to
the king and asked, saying, ‘I want you
to give me at once the bead of John the
Baptist on a platter.”” In Luke 1:39-40,
one reads, “Now at this time Mary
arose and went in a hurry (lit.: spoude)
to the hill country, to a city of Judah
and entered the house of Zacharias

and greeted Elizabeth.”

3. What does the above word usages
suggest should be characteristic about
one who possesses this gift today?

If one has this gift, he need get after the
task. This person will know what God
wants and needs to accomplish and he
will be able to get others to follow him
in the task. There is hustle in his step;
he will be void of procrastination and
idleness! Although there are many de-
spicable qualities in the life of General
Patton (not the least of which was his
theology) he vividly possessed the attri-
bute of tenacious constancy, earnestness
and zeal for an objective. A burning,
compelling desire to achieve a goal will
characterize all with this gift.

The mature spiritual gift of
leadership is distinguished
by achievement of
objectives near to the
heart of God—which
includes winning souls

and building God’s

kingdom in ways strategic.

A passion to lead in the body of Christ
and steer the ship should stem not
from motives of self-glory. Rather, this
self-forgetting drive germinates from the
sobering reality that people who know
not the Savior are headed to an eternity
without God. Oh that we might reach
more on the Hill or in the capital with
the saving gospel of Christ! Oh that
we might plant 50 ministries in our 50
state Capitols, thousands of ministries
in city and county government and 200
ministries in 200 foreign federal capitals
in the next 20 years! This needs to be a
team effort!

B. THE GIFT OF SERVICE

The spiritual gift of service (diakonia)
is described with the same root from
which we derive the church office of
deacon or woman deacon. These offic-
es are portrayed in 1 Timothy 3:8-13.
While not everyone with the gift of
service will hold the office of a deacon,
the scriptural investigation of the office
will shed light on one’s understanding

of this gift:

“Deacons likewise must be men of digni-
ty, not double-tongued, or addicted to
much wine or fond of sordid gain, but
holding to the mystery of the faith with
a clear conscience. These men must also
Sfirst be tested; then let them serve as
deacons if they are beyond reproach.
Women must likewise be dignified, not
malicious gossips, but temperate, faith-
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General George Patton

General George Patton wearing his 4-star
service cap in 194S. U.S. Army photo.




Patrick Henry

“Righteousness alone

can exalt [America] as a
nation ...Whoever thou art,
remember this; and in thy
sphere practice virtue thyself,
and encourage it in others.”

— DPatrick Henry, Revolutionary War
general; legislator; “The Voice of Liberty’;
ratifier of the U.S. Constitution; governor
of Virginia.

Patrick Henry, Patrick Henry: Life,
Correspondence and Speeches, William Wirt
Henry, editor (New York: Charles Scribner’s
Sons, 1891), Vol. I1, p.632, addendum to
his resolutions against the Stamp Act, May

29, 1765.
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Jful in all things. Deacons must be hus-
bands of only one wife, and good man-
agers of their children and their own
households. For those who have served
well as deacons obtain for themselves a
bigh standing and great confidence in
the faith that is in Christ Jesus.”

In Acts 6:1-6, the Church was grow-
ing so fast that the leadership could not
keep up with all the practical demands.

“Now at this time while the disciples
were increasing in number, a com-
plaint arose on the part of the Helle-
nistic Jews against the native Hebrews,
because their widows were being over-
looked in the daily serving of food. So
the twelve summoned the congregation
of the disciples and said, ‘It is not desir-
able for us to neglect the word of God in
order to serve tables. Therefore, breth-
ren, select from among you seven men
of good reputation, full of the Spirit
and of wisdom, whom we may put in
charge of this task. But we will devote
ourselves to prayer and to the minis-
try of the word. The statement found
approval with the whole congregation;
and they chose Stephen, a man full of
Jfaith and of the Holy Spirit, and Philip,
Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas
and Nicolas, a proselyte from Antioch.
And these they brought before the apos-
tles; and after praying, they laid their

bands on them.”

1. How did the Church leaders respond

to these needs?

Seeing this distinction, notice that in 1
Timothy 3:8-13 the only difference be-
tween the qualifications of an elder or
overseer in the Church (1 Timothy 3:1-
7) and a deacon is the ability to teach:

“It is a trustworthy statement: if any
man aspires to the office of overseer, it
is a fine work he desires to do. An over-
seer, then, must be above reproach, the
busband of one wife, temperate, pru-
dent, respectable, hospitable, able to
teach, not addicted to wine or pugna-
cious, but gentle, peaceable, free from
the love of money. He must be one who
manages his own household well, keep-
ing his children under control with all
dignity (but if a man does not know
bow to manage his own household,
how will he take care of the church of
God?), and not a new convert, so that
be will not become conceited and fall
into the condemnation incurred by the
devil. And he must have a good repu-
tation with those outside the church, so
that bhe will not fall into reproach and
the snare of the devil”

Accordingly, God gifts His body with
certain men and women who serve to
free-up those gifted to proclaim, teach,
and exhort the body (the three speaking
gifts mentioned earlier). They do this by
taking on all serving tasks necessary to
keep the speaking gifts fully operative—
gifts that require serious, long, private
hours of preparation in order to be ef-
fective. The result of this symbiosis is a
growing, flourishing body of believers
whose spiritual and practical needs are
met in abundance.

Lastly, the gift of service is wide in its
application. (It is similar to the gift of
belps described in 1 Corinthians 12:28.)
It is a practical gift motivating those pos-
sessing it to take care of the small things,
which often seem less important to oth-
ers. Those with the gift are unseen, and
quite content to not be recognized. In
whatever they do, they do all for the glo-
ry of Jesus Christ (cf. Colossians 3:17)
and Him alone. Accordingly, they are
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overjoyed in their behind-the-scenes
humble service.

C. THE GIFT OF GIVING

Another gift which God gives is the gift
of giving (metadidomi). The Greek word
means “to share and give that which is
one’s own.” Those possessing this gift are
motivated to give of their time, talent,
and treasure sacrificially—and do so with
great joy. Paul illustrated this gift when
he expressed to the Church at Thessalo-
nica, “Having such a fond affection for
you ... we were well-pleased to émpart
(metadidomi) not only the gospel of
God but also our own lives, because you
had become very dear to us” (2:8). John
the Baptist said, “Let the man who bas
two tunics share (metadidomi) with him
who bas none” (Luke 3:11).

In describing this gift, Paul said, “Tn-
struct them to do good, to be rich in
goodworks, to be generous andready to
share” (1 Timothy 6:18). The word /ib-
erality (haplotes) came to mean “gener-
osity.” Says one commentator; berality
is “open heartedness which is untainted
by affectation or ulterior motives.” The
gift of giving does not give for one’s self,
but of one’s self.

1. How is the opposite of the spirit of
this gift displayed in Matthew 6:2 and
by whom?

“So when you give to the poor, do not
sound a trumpet before you, as the hyp-
ocrites do in the synagogues and in the
streets, so that they may be honored by
men. Truly I say to you, they have their
reward in full””

The saints with the gift of giving often

possess the ability to acquire resources

and create wealth. God does not intend
for the wealth He gives to be hoarded
by the one possessing the gift. Rather,
those so endowed need view themselves
as stewards of God’s possessions. As a
venture capitalist carefully studies his or
her investments—where might they at-
tain the greatest return on investment—
the one gifted in giving asks, “Where
can I invest in God’s work to bring the
greatest return of souls and the strategic
long-term advancement of God’s king-
dom?” This is the serious responsibility
of the one possessing this gift—often
wisely coupling resources with the gifts
of leadership and proclamation to ad-
vance God’s work on earth.

V. SUMMARY OF THE GIFTS

This brief study on the gifts (it occurs to
me that you might not think this to be
brief!) has hopefully provided insight as
to how God intends His body to func-
tion not only in terms personal matura-
tion, but witness.

Over my years of ministry in the capi-
tol community I have noted that some
public servants who name the name
of Christ in their district “keep their
religion to themselves” in the capital
community; for whatever reasons they
mistakenly remain silent in D.C. Such
a position, while perhaps politically ex-
pedient, directly contrasts Jesus’ instruc-
tion in the Sermon on the Mount. Note

Matthew 5:14-16:

“You are the light of the world. A city
set on a hill cannot be hidden; nor does
anyone light a lamp and put it under
a basket, but on the lampstand, and it
gives light to all who are in the bouse.
Let your light shine before men in such
a way that they may see your good
works, and glorify your Father who is
in heaven.”
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Oaks in Office; Biblical Essays for
Political Leaders will help mold
your character as a Christian public
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True followers of Christ need to remember:

God has called you to D.C.
for more than legislative purposes!

Be diligent therefore to fulfill your calling! When you leave
office will you have achieved ultimate impact relative to the
huge sacrifices you are making in order to be here? Will you
be able to say like the Apostle Paul at the end of his service,
“I bave fought the good fight, I have finished the course, 1
have kept the faith” (2 Timothy 4:7)? God has placed you in
D.C. to make a difference—not just legislatively but spiritu-
ally in the lives of others. It follows that you should make a
concerted effort to practice your spiritual gifts here and have
a spiritual impact! Such an emphasis will inevitably lead to a
greater legislative impact. Think about it.

1. What did Paul tell Timothy to do in 2 Timothy 1:6?

“For this reason I remind you to kindle afresh the gift of God
which is in you through the laying on of my hands.”

In order for the body of Christ to flourish, all believers need
use, often refresh, hone, and focus their ministry purposes
and emphases. Remember, others are depending on you to

exercise you gift(s)! God designed it that way! So use them!
cm
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UNITED STATES
Albany, New York
Annapolis, Maryland
Atlanta, Georgia

Austin, Texas

Boise, Idaho

Boston, Massachusetts
Denver, Colorado

Dowver, Delaware

Carson City, Nevada
Charleston, West Virginia
Cheyenne, Wyoming
Columbia, South Carolina
Columbus, Ohio
Concord, New Hampshire
Hartford, Connecticut
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania
Honolulu, Hawaii
Jefferson City, Missouri
Lansing, Michigan
Lincoln, Nebraska

Little Rock, Arkansas
Madison, Wisconsin
Montpelier, Vermont
Nashville, Tennessee
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma
Olympia, Washington
Phoenix, Arizona
Providence, Rhode Island
Raleigh, North Carolina
Richmond, Virginia
Sacramento, California
Salem, Oregon

Santa Fe, New Mexico
Springfield, llinois
Topeka, Kansas

Trenton, New Jersey

INTERNATIONAL
Abuja, Nigeria

Accra, Ghana
Antananarivo, Madagascar
Asuncion, Paraguay
Bangui, Central African
Republic

Brasilia, Brazil

Bucharest, Romania
Bujumbura, Burundi
Dodoma, Tanzania
Freetown, Sierra Leone
Georgetown, Guyana

Kiev, Ukraine

Kigali, Rwanda

Kinshasa, Democratic
Republic of the Congo
Libreville, Gabon

Lomé, Togo

Lusaka, Zambia

Malabo, Equatorial Guinea
Maputo, Mozambique
Mexico City, Mexico
Monrovia, Liberia
Montevideo, Uruguay
Nairobi, Kenya
N’Djamena, Tethad
Ouagadougon, Burkina Faso
Port Moresby, Papua New
Guinea

Porto-Novo, Benin

Quito, Ecuador

Riga, Latvia

San Jose, Costa Rica

Suva, Fiji

Tegucigalpa, Honduras
Vilnius, Lithuania

Warsaw, Poland
Yamoussoukro, Cote d’Ivoire
Yaoundé, Cameroun
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