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hy is it that America has, in very short order,

economically outpaced all the other countries of
the world? Countries where Buddhism is the predominant
religion, for example, have been around for 2600 years, and
Islam-based nations have existed for over 1000 years. America,
which has only been around for a few hundred years, is by far
the most prosperous nation in history! The reason for this
momentous growth is Christianity.

Unlike other religions, Christianity combines rational think-
ing and human dignity. Hinduism teaches its adherents to
empty their minds of rational thought. Islam, on the other
hand, rejects God’s incarnation through Christ, depriving its
adherents of a role model of God’s characteristic humaneness
and, in particular, graciousness.
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PUBLIC SERVANT QUOTE

Bert-Jan Ruissen

Member, European Parliament

CapMin Director of Training Brian
Solomon with Bert-Jan Ruissen

“I attended very inspiring
two-day conference by
Capitol Ministries in Brussels.
They provide Bible studies

in the US for Members of

the Senate and the House of

Representatives. Important
work that deserves to be
followed in our parliaments.”

Resource Development

The economic greatness of America is grounded in Christianity’s theological basis of
both rational thinking and human dignity and has shaped the way we think.! These
two underpinning presuppositions are, in essence, what catapulted America into world
leadership in very, very short order. In this study, I would like to examine the role of

government in maintaining that greatness.

Read on, beloved.

Ralph Drollinger

I. INTRODUCTION

The preamble to this study is intended
to provide a sound-bite summary as to
why Christianity both allows and enables
America’s economic prosperity. It follows,
however, that as our nation increasingly
jettisons its biblical bases, the manifest
aspects of rational thinking and human
dignity will also diminish over time.> The
degree to which these virtues are lost in
our culture is the degree to which the sus-
tainability of the moral fabric connecting
to and undergirding our country’s eco-
nomic greatness disintegrates. Said an-
other way, our economic engine depends
on rational thinking about what is empir-
ically right and wrong, as well as a char-
acteristic respect for others, precluding
such actions as stealing another’s property
or ideas or damaging another’s personal

dignity.

As illustrated by the Kavanaugh nomina-
tion to the Supreme Court hearings, as
the cultural jettisoning of Christianity in-
creases, the discerning mind can ascertain
the rise of perniciousness. What is intend-
ed to be and was at one time a Senate pro-
cedure governed by an overriding pursuit
for truth was instead eclipsed by ulterior
and lesser motives.

Allan Bloom’s classic book 7he Closing of
the American Mind is an excellent work
chronicling the demise of rational think-

ing in America, especially on our univer-
sity campuses. As a Christian intellectual
from India evaluating America’s greatness
from abroad in his book, 7he Book That
Made Your World: How the Bible Created
the Soul of Western Civilization, Vishal
Mangalwadi also chronicles irrationali-
ty via the fatalist mentality of Hinduism.
The result of this mentality is that Hindu
countries have been stymied in histor-
ic poverty. No one needs to read a book
to understand the lack of human dignity
rooted in the culture of Islam. As a result,
Muslim economies are largely built or im-
peded singularly on Western-developed
oil exportation. All of these cameos serve
to illustrate the following:

Religion and a nation’s
economic prosperity are
intrinsically intertwined.

Will Christianity, which has been the
DNA of Western civilization, continue
to be in the future? A nation’s adherence
to (or in America’s case, increasing discon-
nection from) a religious belief system
greatly determines its destiny. As much
as the secularist attempts to discount this
presupposition; nonetheless, it is resolute-
ly true.

Given this backdrop, this study is intend-
ed to provide every reader with a cogent
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biblical basis as to why and how govern-
ment should most efficiently go about
promoting economic prosperity. The best
means of promoting economic develop-
ment are based on biblical revelation—
biblical teaching and biblically revealed
principles regarding what the Bible says
is the role of God’s ordained institution
of civil government. Importantly though,
as stated in the preface and this introduc-
tion and the reason why I began this study
where I did is that the ultimate success
of governmental promotion of econom-
ic development is largely predetermined
by the existence or nonexistence—the
cultural embedding or lack thereof—of
rational thinking and a respect for human
dignity in its populace. Any attempt at
national economic development void of
these cultural underpinnings is virtually
impossible. And further, only Christian-
ity—not the government—can provide
these underpinnings. Again, this critical
distinction must be made up front prior
to embarking on this study; this presup-
position must be underscored and not
overlooked.

II. RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT
IS GOOD

Scripture does not support the idea that
material prosperity is evil. For leaders to
reason that government should restrain
material prosperity because material
prosperity is evil is contrary to Scripture
as attested by the following verses. As a
matter of fact, in the Pastoral Epistles, the
Apostle Paul labels such teaching as overt-
ly heretical.

To support the idea that the material
world is not inherently evil, first notice,
when God blessed His creation of man
in the garden, what He distinctly said in
Genesis 1:28:

And God said to them, “Be fruitful and
multiply, and fill the earth, and subdue
it; and rule over the fish of the sea and
over the birds of the sky and over every
living thing that moves on the earth.”

This passage implies that God expects
mankind to discover, develop, and pro-
duce goods and services from the earth
for his own betterment. Also determined
is whether mankind is predisposed to bet-
ter understanding the universe in which
he lives through gaining knowledge about
it. As man has been created by God and
accountable to Him, this passage decrees
his standard operating procedure. Such a
presupposition, or lack of it, determines
whether a populace is intent on devel-
oping its natural and human resources.
Herein is the theological impetus, i.c., the
motivation for the pursuit of goods and
services.

Granted, sinful temptations can accom-
pany the discovery, creation, and man-
ufacture of goods and services. Wayne
Grudem in Politics According to the Bible
notes this fact and lists some of them in
saying the following:

Pride, envy, selfishness, lack of
love for one’s neighbor, and lazi-
ness from having excessive pos-
sessions. The greatest temptation
is setting our hearts on material
things rather than the God who
gives them: “You cannot serve
God and money” (Matthew 6:24).
But these temptations to sin must
not cause us to think that material
goods are evil in themselves, and
surely it is not evil but good for a
nation to continually increase its
production of goods and services,
for that is what God intended hu-
man beings to do on the earth.?

The following passages further indicate
that resource development is good and
that adding value to raw goods is a great
pursuit! Keep in mind that this fact must
first be established before considering
the outline point that will follow: gov-
ernment should encourage individuals to
develop privately owned resources.* (Af-
ter all, why should a government do that
if material is not viewed as good, rather
as evil?)

For past studies or additional copies, go to capmin.org

VERSE OF THE WEEK

Genesis 1:28

And God said to them,
“Be fruitful and multiply, and
[fill the earth, and subdue it;
and rule over the fish of the
sea and over the birds of the
sky and over every living thing
that moves on the earth.”

God expects mankind to
discover, develop,

and produce goods and

services from the earth for
his own betterment.
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Pastor Mwale: “This
vision has been on my
heart for a long time,
but I didn’t know

how to do it.”

Chipata, a picturesque city
of over 380,000 residents
in eastern Zambia, is now
home to a ministry that is
bringing the Word of God
directly into the halls of local
government. Leading this effort
is Pastor Hatred Mwale, Capitol
Ministries’ Local Government
Ministry (LGM) Leader.

Pastor Mwale’s journey with
CapMin began in 2024 after
attending a Training Conference
in Cape Town, South Africa.
Inspired by the vision to
reach political leaders—often
overlooked in evangelism—he
returned home determined
to establish a ministry in the
mayor’s office.

“What I like most about
CapMin,” Mwale shared, “is
the concept of reaching out to
political leaders. In most cases,
they are left out when it comes
to sharing the gospel. Here

in Zambia, when people see

Continued on page 6
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A. BLESSING EQUALS
PROSPERITY

In Ephesians 1:3, the Apostle Paul states
that God has granted believers every spir-
itual blessing. This passage serves to in-
dicate that blessings from God are more
than material. But God’s blessings are
not void of being material either. In fact,
God repeatedly gives promises of materi-
al blessing in response to those who trust
in Him and are obedient to Him. Again,
there is much more to Scripture than
material prosperity (per the mantra of
prosperity preachers). It stands to reason
that if the material world were evil, God
would not grant material things as gifts
to His people. Note this in Deuteronomy
8:7-10, which states in regard to God’s
blessing the descendants of Abraham:

For the LORD your God is bringing you
into a good land, a land of brooks of
water, of fountains and springs, flow-
ing forth in valleys and hills; a land of
wheat and barley, of vines and fig trees
and pomegranates, a land of olive oil
and honey; a land where you will eat
Jfood without scarcity, in which you will
not lack anything; a land whose stones
are iron, and out of whose hills you can
dig copper. When you have eaten and are
satisfied, you shall bless the LORD your
God for the good land which He has giv-

en you.

This beautiful, wonderful passage adroitly
fits with Genesis 1:28!

Believing that the spiritual
world is good and the
material world is evil is a
false dualism that is not
supported by Scripture.

What Scripture does teach is a distinction
between good and evil—not material
riches versus material poverty. Obedience
to God’s revelation is good, whereas dis-

obedience to it is evil. Further discount-
ing the former idea is Genesis 1:31. Note
that the context of this passage is right
after God had created the material world:

God saw all that He had made, and be-
hold, it was very good.

If God says the material world He created
is good and not evil, who are we to make
pronouncements to the contrary? Accord-
ingly, it follows that it is not outside of the
biblical realm to think God will and does
bless those He created in His image with
material possessions. Is this thinking not

underscored by the book of Job?

B. THE BOOK OF JOB

Job, arguably one of the most righteous
yet persecuted men of the Old Testa-
ment (OT), remained faithful to God
even while Satan was allowed to take his
livestock, his servants, his family, and his
health. Nonetheless, Job 42:10-17 says
one of the ways the Lord rewarded Job for
his faithfulness was to double his material
wealth.

The LORD restored the fortunes of Job. ...
The LoORD increased all that Job had two-
fold. ... The LORD blessed the latter days

of Job more than bis beginning. ... And

Job died, an old man and full of days.

C. FUTURE PROSPERITY

In the future, right after what Scripture
repeatedly calls zhe day of the Lord, in
which God avenges the sin of man and
blesses the faithfulness of the saints in the
end times, the material productivity of
the world will greatly increase. Abundant
material output will be associated with
the Second Coming of Christ. Note this
fact in Joel 3:18:

And in that day the mountains will drip
with sweet wine, and the bills will flow

with milk, and all the brooks of Judah
will flow with water; and a spring will go
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out from the house of the LORD to water
the valley of Shittim.

If God thinks material prosperity is evil,
then why does He bless the faithful with

so much of it in the future?

D. THE POOR AND PROSPERITY

Throughout Scripture, poverty is not
seen as positive but something that needs
to change for the better. This idea in it-
self reveals that God sees material posses-
sions as good. Notice 1 John 3:17 in this
regard:

But whoever has the world’s goods, and
sees his brother in need and closes his
beart against him, how does the love of
God abide in him?

This passage indirectly serves to under-
score the point being made. God’s love
is communicated in part by the dissem-
ination of the world’s goods to those
who are lacking in material possessions.
God desires all people to live with ad-
equate material possessions—and cer-
tainly abundant natural resources are in
this planet He has created and given us
stewardship over to abundantly meet the
needs of everyone. God is geod. In fact,
one of the OT descriptors for God is Je-

hovah-Jireh, meaning “God our provider.”

E. JESUS THE CARPENTER

Mark 6:3 contains a reminder that Jesus
added value to raw goods and resources:
wood.

“Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary,
and brother of James and Joses and Ju-
das and Simon? Are not His sisters here
with us?” And they took offense at Him.

F. PAUL THE TENTMAKER

Acts 18:3 reminds us that Paul added val-

ue to raw goods and resources: fabric.

For past studies or additional copies, go to capmin.org

And because he was of the same trade, be
stayed with them and they were work-
ing, for by trade they were tent-makers.

In 2 Thessalonians 3:7-8, Paul states that
others need to add value to the resources
of the earth in some way:

For you yourselves know how you ought
to follow our example, because we did
not act in an undisciplined manner
among you, nor did we eat anyone’s
bread without paying for it, but with la-
bor and bardship we kept working night
and day so that we would not be a bur-
den to any of you.

In all these passages, laboring to achieve
value-added material possessions is im-
plied as a normative way of life in God’s
eyes. Even prior to the Fall Jabor has al-
ways been God’s means for man to gain
the benefit of the earth’s natural resourc-
es (cf. Genesis 2:15).> God could have
simply given man value-added products
from His creation, but He made man
with a desire to be industrious and to Ja-
bor in order to gain material benefit. For
a person to be lazy or to lack diligence is
to violate God’s standard operating pro-
cedure. And as God would have it, the
way He designed man with his sense of

dignity and worth is largely determined
by his labor.

G. GOD’S PRONOUNCEMENT

As previously mentioned, characteristic
of false teachers in the New Testament
(NT) is their asceticism.

Asceticism is the belief that
self-denial is the mark of
true spirituality.

Again, pitting the material world against
the spiritual world is a false dichotomy
for ascertaining spiritual maturity. In 1

Timothy 4:4, Paul was negating this he-

retical teaching. He states summarily that
resource development is good:

For everything created by God is good,
and nothing is to be rejected if it is re-
ceived with gratitude.

Someone who lives on less is not neces-
sarily more spiritual than another who
lives with more material possessions. The
question of spiritual maturity does not
hinge on possessions or lack thereof, but
rather with the intent of a person’s heart
for the use of material things he possesses.
Do you idolize them, or do you use them
for God’s stated purposes? Are you a
hoarder or a steward? Is your orientation
all about you or others? The answer to
those questions will determine how you
use what God has given you. In this same

line of thinking, note 1 Timothy 6:10:

For the love of money is a root of all
sorts of evil, and some by longing for it
bave wandered away from the faith and
pierced themselves with many griefs.

No better recent illustration of this is the
NBA home office and various players
kowtowing to China’s totalitarian, auto-
cratic, despotic rule over its citizenry in
many forms. Making a buck was more
important to the NBA home office than
were the God-given human rights of
individuals.

Note that God does not disdain money:
He disdains zhe love of it. In summary of
this point, as determined by the afore-
mentioned passages, for individuals to
labor to develop natural resources into
value-added products and services is
good and not necessarily greedy in God’s
eyes. God desires industrious individuals,
His stewards, to Jabor and then use those
resources He has given us for His pur-
poses. Having substantively in omnibus
fashion established that biblical premise,
it follows that God would desire His in-
stitution of government to foster and en-
courage all citizens in such a quest. And
He does.
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a political leader, they usually
think of what they can get from
them—money or resources—not
about sharing Christ with them.
This vision has been on my heart
for a long time, but I didn’t
know how to do it. When I was
introduced to CapMin, I said,
“Wow—this is it!””

Mwale, 47, has been married
for 21 years and is the father of
three. He has been in pastoral
ministry since 2012, serving
as pastor of New Hope Bible
Church. Raised in a Catholic
home, he came to Christ in
1998 and later earned a degree
in theology and education
from Justo Mwale University,
as well as a diploma in business
administration from the
University of Zambia.

Upon his return from CapMin
Training Conference in 2024,
Pastor Mwale approached
Chipata Mayor Hon. George
Mwanza, a 31-year-old reformed
Christian and one of Southern
Africa’s youngest mayors about
launching a Bible study in his
office. After several meetings, the
mayor approved the plan, and
by February, the Chipata City
Council gave official permission
to begin. The ministry now
meets regularly, with Bible
studies open to both the mayor
and council members.

Ifyou feel led to support Pastor
Muwale’s discipleship work financially,
consider making a gift today to belp
strengthen the ministry’s impact.
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Resource Development

III. GOVERNMENT SHOULD
ENCOURAGE INDIVIDUALS TO
DEVELOP PRIVATELY OWNED
RESOURCES

Governments should not only foster and
encourage but also incentivize citizens to
create economic growth for themselves.
Nothing is inherently evil about resource
development! To do so is to enrich, di-
versify, and stabilize a nation and its civil
administration. Romans 13:4 is the crux
passage in the NT that supports these

premises:

For it [government] is a minister of God
to you for good. But if you do what is evil,
be afraid; for it does not bear the sword

Jfor nothing; for it is a minister of God,
an avenger who brings wrath on the one
who practices evil.

On its face value, this passage does not
take much explaining to be properly un-
derstood: government exists in part for
[your] good. That is to say, it is to serve
its citizenry—to do good for them. This
scriptural idea is appropriately woven
into the contract of the United States
Constitution, wherein our exegetical-
ly sensitive Christian forefathers wrote
that our government exists to “promote
the general welfare” of the nation. The
historic way in which our government
has served its people for good is through
identifying the worth and incentivizing
the unique contribution of each of the
other four God-ordained institutions, i.e.,
commerce, family, marriage, and church.
Each provides a unique contribution to
the nation that the others cannot.

Notice one illustration of a specialized
contribution in each of the following four
other institutions.®

A. THE INSTITUTION
OF COMMERCE

Government has historically provided tax
write-offs to businesses that reinvest their

wealth to build their businesses larger,
thereby creating more goods and services
and jobs for others. The expense of build-
ing a business is tax deductible in the
sense of depreciation—what a wonderful
incentive to grow a business!

B. THE INSTITUTION
OF MARRIAGE

Government has historically provided
tax incentives for married couples to have
more children. Our daughter gave birth
to our fifth (of seven) grandchild just in
time to pick up the federal child tax de-
duction and the California state tax cred-
it! With all the open land and abundant
natural resources our nation has, why not
up the incentives and double the size of
the nation? That will certainly stimulate
the economy, and it will keep us compet-
itive with other countries who are out-
growing us in terms of population. The
dictatorship of Belarus, for example, will
provide a family with a free home if they
have at least seven children. Contrary to
population/economic development, if for
no other reason than an economic argu-
ment (and there are better, morally based
arguments), pro-abortion laws serve
to hurt the economy. America, in fact,
should have fifty million more laborers
and consumers than it presently does con-
tributing to the GDP, as well as, by way of
taxation, enabling a larger military budget
to combat other counties who represent
evil desires and possess growing militaries.

C. THE INSTITUTION OF FAMILY

Legislation originated in Arizona and
now spreading to other states, created by
former Congressman Trent Franks when
he was a state representative, gives tax de-
ductions to those who pay to educate their
children in private schools. This choice
ends up actually saving the government
money through reduced enrollment in
expensive, noncompetitive bureaucratic-
laden public schools. This tax deduction
is brilliant thinking in that it not only
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provides more choices to the parents for
a child’s best education but also saves the
State money. Education vouchers should
be passed into law to further create com-
petition in education, and competition
always creates better everything!

D. THE INSTITUTION
OF THE CHURCH

That government has historically provid-
ed tax incentives for people who give to
religious institutions is great thinking
and policy because, like the other institu-
tions, government cannot achieve nearly
as efficiently that which each of the other
institutions does best and is specifically
designed by God to accomplish. In this
case, the Church builds character in the
citizenry, whereas the government is
not in the character-building business
per se; rather, it exists to punish evil. For
government to incentivize religion is for
government to create character in its own
present and future leaders.

E. SUMMARY OF POINT

Fortunately, in America our government
has acknowledged the value that each of
these institutions provides to the nation
and has profoundly and wonderfully
served them by way of incentivizing each
to do what it does best. Is it any wonder
America has been so prosperous a nation!
That prosperity is due to nothing short of
a genius application of biblical principles.
Why would we ever change this?

What has resulted is a huge
cultural synergy of good and
rapid resource development
that has achieved national
advancement unparalleled
in world history.

The aforementioned conclusion serves as
an insightful, biblically informed analysis

For past studies or additional copies, go fo capmin.org

as to why, and I say this again for empha-
sis, America became such a great nation
in a relatively short period of time. If you
are ever asked that question or asked to
speak on it, the above reference to fol-
lowing biblical principles should be in-

cluded in your outline!

For lawmakers and policy makers, these
are examples of great laws that align with
the teaching of Romans 13:4. They must
be preserved! They wonderfully manifest
the biblical teaching that government is
a minister of God to you for good. No-
tice importantly that Scripture does not
say, “You are to be a servant of govern-
ment for its good.” (Obviously regimes
don’t get what this passage is teaching!)
Herein illustrated by our own country is
the biblical idea that government should
incentivize the overall development of a
nation and, even more specifically, its re-
source development—in contrast to so-
cialist/communist countries that believe
civil government can do it all by owning
it all. Is it any wonder why socialist coun-
tries like Venezuela always fail? There is a
reason for such failures:

Socialist countries are not
built on biblical premises.

You and I can praise God that we live in
a country that is, at least in this area and
for now, biblically spot-on! May the in-
stitutional incentives from government
only increase in the years ahead! Herein
is the biblically based theological under-
standing as to how civil government can
and does best grow a nation’s resources
and its economy!

IV. PRIVATELY OWNED RESOURCES
ENABLE INDIVIDUALS TO MEET
THEIR OWN NEEDS

When a country’s leadership understands
the profundity of what Romans 13:4

teaches concerning how government

should operate to best serve its citizenry,
it ends up working to empower citizens
to meet their own needs versus encourag-
ing them to rely on their government to
do that for them. President John F. Ken-
nedy best capsulized this guiding biblical

principle when he penned:

Ask not what your country
can do for you—ask what
you can do for your country.

When government postures and disci-
plines itself to serve its citizens so they
can create private wealth, it creates a
culture of self-reliant individuals versus
those who are dependent on government
handouts. I have traveled into many for-
mer communist-controlled countries
and seen firsthand what communism has
done to the hearts of people. Once it is
gone, reigniting a can-do entrepreneurial
spirit that so characterizes the citizenry
of historic capitalistic cultures is very dif-
ficult. God knows nothing of the model
of a large government wherein people in-
creasingly end up looking to it rather than
to Him for their needs. It is important
to note that this principle of individual
self-reliance stems from the teachings of
Romans 13:4! It [government] is a min-
ister of God to you for good. This is an
informative and inviolate biblical princi-
ple concerning a government’s proper un-
derstanding of economics; herein is how
God wants government to view its job!
It follows, too, that when people have an
abundance of personal resources, they are
in a better position to help the needs of
the less fortunate—versus a government’s
trying to meet all those individual needs
with little personalization, no spiritual
solutions, and a huge inefficiency.

V. PRIVATELY OWNED RESOURCES
ENABLE INDIVIDUALS TO MEET
THE NEEDS OF THE POOR

The result of the aforementioned belief,
as it relates to meeting the needs of the
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less fortunate, i.c., those who have been
badly impaired by a fallen world—and
this does occur through a myriad of
ways—is that there is a more effective, per-
sonal, and successful way of meeting the
needs of and fostering self-reliance in the
poor. This biblical model, again stemming
from the profound theology and implica-
tions of Romans 13:4, is that individuals,
not governments, become the primary
resource for satisfactorily and abundant-
ly helping to create a societal safety net.
Via God’s instruction to government in
Romans 13:4, government plays a more
efhicient and effective role when it smartly
and shrewdly empowers and incentiviz-
es the other God-ordained (and coequal
if not more important!) institutions to

Resource Development

meet the needs of the less fortunate versus
attempting to bear the burden itself.

VI. SUMMARY

Herein is the Christian worldview and
its supporting passages that pertain to a
civil government’s understanding of eco-
nomics. Herein are God’s answers and
God’s ways for government to best devel-
op abundant resources for the whole of
a culture! Herein is God’s blueprint for
private property and creating an ensu-
ing, effective societal safety net. Herein
is how best a government fosters resource
development through scripturally based

incentivization.

1. It should be noted that Judaism contains both of these theological aspects as well. Even though a much
younger nation than even America, Israel’s economic prosperity can be attributed to these same religious
moorings: both rational thinking and human dignity.

2. Witness in October 2018 the reaction to the Justice Brett Kavanaugh confirmation wherein both rational

thinking and human dignity were greatly lacking.

3. Wayne Grudem, Politics According to the Bible, (Zondervan, 2010).

4. 'The biblical premise of private ownership in a capitalistic economy is the thesis of the CapMin “Capital-
ism vs. Communism” Bible study https://capmin.org/capitalism-versus-communism/.

5. After the Fall, labor became difficult.

. Stating what follows is not to imply that our government does everything correctly; in fact, some existing
policies and regulations serve as disincentives to each of the God-ordained institutions.
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