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Is the Entire  
New Testament 
Inspired by God?

Many years ago, a conference speaker boldly got up 
in front of his audience and pronounced, “You 

only need to read the book of Mark,” (which stresses Jesus’ 
humanity versus His deity and the necessity of trusting 
Him for salvation). In his sermon, he was attempting to 
dumb down the authority of the remainder of the New 
Testament. Is his view a correct one? Are only Jesus’ words 
worth reading? Should those who are followers of Christ 
mind only His words spoken while He was in His physical 
body? What about the other writers who authored the 
books of the New Testament? Are their books inspired and 
authoritative? 

In this study let’s examine what the Scriptures say about this 
very important matter. There are many in the capital who 
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PUBLIC SERVANT 
ENDORSEMENT

Bruce Westerman
U.S. Representative, Arkansas 

“Jesus said, ‘Man shall 
not live on bread alone, 
but on every word that 
proceeds out of the 
mouth of God’ [Matthew 
4:4]. Capitol Ministries 
provides weekly opportunities 
for Members of Congress to 
break bread in fellowship but 
more importantly, to take a 
deep dive into the spiritual 
nourishment of the Word of 
God. Our Thursday morning 
studies are the highlight of my 
week. I encourage all members 
who desire to grow their 
knowledge and relationship 
with God and to grow closer to 
fellow believers to give the Bible 
study a try.”

I. INTRODUCTION 

Is the entire New Testament (NT) in-
spired by God? This question can be 
answered in several ways by the use of 
Scripture and the testimony of Church 
history as we will see. Keep in mind 
that the outcome of this study is ex-
tremely important to forming biblical 
convictions. In other words, the per-
son who sides with the idea that only 
Jesus’ words need to be studied will 
not interest himself in the writings of 
the apostles and all that they instruct 
about the Christian life. Often what 
Jesus mentions, the apostles spell out 
in detail. This includes matters such as 
the believer’s active commitment to a 
Bible-teaching local church; steadfast-
ness toward missions, evangelism, and 
discipleship; and growing in knowledge 
and understanding of the Word, among 
other important issues. According-
ly, the purpose of our time together in 
God’s Word in this study is to build our 
passion regarding the inspiration and 
authority of the whole of the New Tes-
tament’s 27 books. 

Holding to or rejecting 
the conviction that 
the NT is inspired  

will drastically  
impact your life.

When Paul said to the Ephesian elders 
whom He had ministered to for over 
three years,  “I did not shrink from de-
claring to you the whole purpose of 
God” (Acts 20:27)1, he knew how spiri-
tually thwarting and damaging it was to 
starve a believer from the spiritual food 
they so desperately need from the Bible. 
Every Christian needs a consistent diet 
of Scripture. We need to know what the 
Word of God says regarding creation, 
justification, sanctification, and glorifi-
cation. This is why the primary role of 
any pastor is to teach, teach, teach, and 
teach the Word of God (cf. Ephesians 
4:11). As you study the description 
of the priority of the pastor-teacher’s 
job, throughout the Scriptures, there is 
clearly an emphasis on Bible instruction. 
Here then are three reasons why the ple-
nary2  inspiration of all 27 New Testa-
ment books can be trusted. 

call themselves “Christians” or “followers of Jesus” who hold to this theologically 
liberal position. What they mean by being a “follower of Jesus” might not be how 
the Scriptures define a true Christian. 

Read on, friend. 
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VERSE OF THE WEEK

✚

Every Christian needs 
a consistent diet of 

Scripture! Know what it 
says regarding creation, 

justification, sanctification, 
and glorification.

Acts 20:27

“For I did not shrink from 
declaring to you the  

whole purpose of God.”

II. �THE TESTIMONY  
OF THE AUTHORS 

If the whole of the NT—in addition 
to the Old Testament (OT)—is to be 
taken as the authoritative, infallible, in-
errant, plenarily inspired oracle of God, 
then it would follow that the writers 
through whom God spoke would testify 
to their being used in that way. They did. 
The following are several examples. 

A.	 THE APOSTLE PAUL 

If anyone thinks he is a prophet or spir-
itual, let him recognize that the things 
which I write to you are the Lord’s com-
mandment  (1 Corinthians 14:37; see 
also 1 Corinthians 2:13, 16; 2 Corinthi-
ans 2:17). 

B.	THE APOSTLE JOHN 

The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which 
God gave Him to show to His bond-ser-
vants, the things which must soon take 
place; and He sent and communicated 
it by His angel to His bond-servant John, 
who testified to the word of God and 
to the testimony of Jesus Christ, even 
to all that he saw  (Revelation 1:1–2; 
see also Revelation 1:10–11; 21:5; 22:6; 
22:18, 19). 

C.	 THE APOSTLE PETER 

These things which now have been an-
nounced to you through those who 
preached the gospel to you by the Holy 
Spirit sent from heaven—things into 
which angels long to look (1 Peter 1:12). 

D.	JESUS (NOT IN QUESTION, 
BUT INCLUDED) 

“He who rejects Me and does not receive 
My sayings, has one who judges him; the 

word I spoke is what will judge him at 
the last day” ( John 12:48). 

E.	 PETER TESTIFIES OF PAUL 

And regard the patience of our Lord 
as salvation; just as also our beloved 
brother Paul, according to the wisdom 
given him, wrote to you, as also in all 
his letters, speaking in them of these 
things, in which are some things hard 
to understand, which the untaught and 
unstable distort, as they do also the rest 
of the Scriptures, to their own destruc-
tion (2 Peter 3:15–16). 

F.	 PAUL TESTIFIES OF PETER 

For this reason we also constantly thank 
God that when you received the word of 
God which you heard from us, you ac-
cepted it not as the word of men, but for 
what it really is, the word of God, which 
also performs its work in you who be-
lieve (1 Thessalonians 2:13). 

G.	JUDE TESTIFIES  
OF THE APOSTLES 

But you, beloved, ought to remember 
the words that were spoken beforehand 
by the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
that they were saying to you, “In the 
last time there will be mockers, follow-
ing after their own ungodly lusts” ( Jude 
17–18). 

In a broader sense, both Paul and Peter 
attest to the total inspiration of Scrip-
ture in their letters. The following are 
some of the passages. 

All Scripture is inspired by God and 
profitable for teaching, for reproof, for 
correction, for training in righteous-
ness (2 Timothy 3:16). 

It is worth noting that liberal theolo-
gians interpret this important passage 
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Capitol Ministries has released 
its 2025 Annual Report, 
documenting one of the most 
significant years of growth in 
the ministry’s 30-year history. 
The report highlights how 
God continues to open doors 
for the Gospel in the halls 
of government—from city 
councils and state capitols 
to national parliaments and 
presidential administrations 
around the world.

Inside this year’s report,  
you will discover remarkable 
stories of God’s faithfulness  
and the transforming power  
of His Word:

incorrectly. Misquoting Scripture, they 
teach “All Scripture inspired by God is 

…” which leaves open the possibility that 
some Scripture is not inspired by God, 
implying that it is incumbent upon man 
to figure out what is and what is not. 
However, similarly constructed passag-
es  in the Greek NT (Romans 7:12; 2 
Corinthians 10:10; 1 Timothy 1:15; 
2:2; 4:4; and Hebrews 4:12) indicate 
very convincingly that, from a grammat-
ical perspective, such a translation is im-
possible. All Scripture is inspired is the 
proper translation. Peter adds: 

But know this first of all, that no proph-
ecy of Scripture is a matter of one’s own 
interpretation, for no prophecy was ever 
made by an act of human will, but men 
moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from 
God (2 Peter 1:20–21). 

It is also important to comment on the 
quotation of 2 Peter 3:15–16. Since 
this is such a strong and straightfor-
ward passage of the Apostle Peter’s at-

What Inspiration  
Really Means

1. �It does not mean that the 
writers were inspired. 

Specifically, it’s not the writers; 
it’s the Scriptures that are giv-
en by inspiration of God. It is 
All Scripture  (graphe) that is  in-
spired  (theopnuestos) (or God-
breathed). When speaking and 
scripting apart from the penning 
of Scripture, the writers of the NT 
were human and subject to falli-
bility and inaccuracy.3 

2. �God worked in unison with 
the writer’s mind. 

Sometimes God dictated through 
them ( Jeremiah 1:9,  “Behold, 
I have put My words in your 

Continued on next page

MINISTRY UPDATE

Capitol Ministries 
Releases 2025 

Annual Report 
Highlighting 

Unprecedented 
Global Expansion

mouth”), but most often He 
utilized the personality of His 
prophet or apostle.4 Note the fol-
lowing quotation: 

But, as clearly seen in Scripture 
itself, God’s divine truth more 
often flowed through the minds, 
souls, hearts, and emotions of His 
chosen human instruments. Yet, 
by whatever means, God divine-
ly superintended the accurate re-
cording of His divinely breathed 
truth by His divinely chosen men. 
In a supernatural way, He has 
provided His divine Word in hu-
man words that any person, even 
a child, can be led by His Holy 
Spirit to understand sufficiently 
to be saved.5 

3. �Only the original autogra-
pha6 were inspired. 

However, the fact that none of the 
original manuscripts (mss.) are in 
existence today does not pose a 
problem. Copying scribes could 
and did err. 

The NT scholar is not significant-
ly hampered by the unavailabil-
ity of the autographa, however, 
because of the science and art of 
textual criticism. The abundance 
of manuscripts of the NT or por-
tions thereof and the earliness of 
their dates in relation to the orig-
inal compositions place him in a 
better position to know precisely 
what was originally written than 
for any other ancient writing.7



For past studies or additional copies, go to capmin.org

The Weekly In-Depth Bible Study For Political Leaders

[          ]5

Continued from previous page

Continued on page 6

From the Caves of Nepal 
to the Steps of the Capitol 
tells the extraordinary story 
of Kumar Praja, whose family 
once lived in a cave deep in 
the jungles of Nepal before 
hearing the Gospel through 
a missionary. Today, Kumar 
serves as Capitol Ministries’ 
Asia Director, helping establish 
Bible studies among political 
leaders in some of the most 
spiritually challenging regions 
in the world.

Is Europe Spiritually 
Dead? While many assume 
Christianity is fading across 
Europe, lawmakers from dozens 
of nations gather regularly 
within the institutions of the 
European Union to study 
Scripture, pray together, and 
grow in their faith through 
Capitol Ministries Bible studies.

testation to the Apostle Paul’s writing 
of  Scripture  (again,  graphe), many lib-
eral theologians in their desperate bias 
have attempted to discount the epistle’s 
authority by questioning its authorship 
(by Peter) and by vastly pushing back 
the date of its writing. However, that 
twentieth century attempt to diminish 
the book runs cross-grain to 2 Peter’s 
inclusion by the leaders of the sec-
ond-century Church with the other 26 
NT books. 

III. �THE TESTIMONY OF 
THE SECOND-CENTURY 
CHURCH 

The last book of the NT to be written 
was the Apocalypse or, as we better 
know it today, the book of Revelation 
written by the Apostle John around AD 
94–96. Thus, the era of the first-century 
Church came to a close, and the writ-
ing of the NT was completed. Many 
of the NT books were known as encyc-
licals, meaning they were intended for 
more than one audience to read. Soon 
all 27 books would become encyclicals 
as the various papyrus8 manuscripts that 
contained the NT books were passed 
around and recopied as they circulated 
from church to church during this peri-
od. Importantly, they were immediately 
viewed as authoritative because, in addi-
tion to Christ’s words, the apostles had 
always been seen as Christ’s represen-
tatives, having been appointed by Him. 
The second-century Church never had 
any reason to doubt that the apostles 
were Christ’s spokesmen after the ascen-
sion and the day of Pentecost. Accord-
ingly, their writings (given their own 
testimonies about their writings as pre-
viously seen) were henceforth viewed 
and accepted as authoritative. There was 
never any doubt. 

This fact is further witnessed in that the 
apostles’ writings contained commands 
in them to be read in the church ser-
vices. The early Church patterned their 
services after those of the Jewish syna-
gogues where the reading of Scripture 
was preeminent. The internal demand 
by the apostles to have their writings 
read alongside of Scripture communi-
cated a huge message relative to what 
we’re studying. The apostles were saying 
that their writings were equally Scrip-
ture! Note the following passages. 

A.	 COLOSSIANS 4:16 

When this letter is read among you, 
have it also read in the church of the 
Laodiceans; and you, for your part 
read my letter that is coming from 
Laodicea [Ephesus]. 

B.	 1 THESSALONIANS 5:27 

I adjure you by the Lord to have this let-
ter read to all the brethren. 

C.	 REVELATION 1:3 

Blessed is he who reads and those who 
hear the words of the prophecy, and 
heed the things which are written in it; 
for the time is near. 

First Thessalonians 5:27 needs elabora-
tion. The Greek word for adjure (enork-
izo) means “to put under an oath.” This 
very strong language indicates Paul’s 
intent. Paul put the church at Thessalo-
nica under oath by God to read his let-
ter to them and in the main service. As 
Paul was commanded by God to write 
Scripture, he possessed an authoritative 
vocabulary. The fact that all of these 
verses explicitly say to read the apostol-
ic writings in the church services is plac-
ing them on the level of OT Scripture. 



Is the Entire New Testament Inspired by God?

[          ]6

Continued on next page

Continued from page 5

From San Diego to the 
Frontlines of Faith in 
Alaska follows Jonathan 
Fisher’s unexpected journey 
from Southern California to 
Juneau, where God called him 
to minister to lawmakers in  
one of America’s most remote 
state capitols.

What you are unlikely to 
hear on the evening news is 
that behind the closed doors 
of Washington, D.C.,—amid 
the pressures, headlines, and 
political battles of our day—
Members of Congress, White 
House Cabinet officials, 
ambassadors, and governors are 
gathering each week to open 
God’s Word and study the 
Scriptures. Discover why these 
Bible studies continue to grow 
and read firsthand testimonies 
from national leaders about  
the impact God’s Word is 
having on their lives, families, 
and public service.

Therefore, these passages more than sug-
gest a foreseeable implication. 

By the middle of the second century, 
“The authority of the apostles was accept-
ed as equal to that of the OT. Apostolic 
writings were read in church services 
along with those of the OT. By the end 
of the period the principle of a fixed and 
written NT canon was established.”9 By 
the end of the second century, the classi-
fication of the NT writings as scriptural 
is evident in the apologetic writings of 
Irenaeus. Irenaeus was a disciple of Poly-
carp, who was a disciple of the Apostle 
John. Irenaeus wrote to defend the faith 
from heretical teachings in his com-
pendium of books titled  Against All 
Heresies. In his treatment, he quotes 21 
of the 27 NT books as his authority in 
refuting doctrinal errors. And his NT 
quotations far outweigh his use of the 
OT. When he wrote his defense, the 27 
NT books had still not been formally 

“sewn together” in what is referred to as 
the canonization of Scripture. 

What is especially important about the 
writing from second century Church 
leaders and believers is the acceptance of 
and adherence to the scriptural authori-
ty of the apostolic writers. 

Looking back, they 
could see the beginning 
through their binoculars.

The second-century 
Church had a much 

greater vantage  
point than do we.

Their assent to apostolic authorship and 
scriptural authority carries much more 
sway than the present-day deviations of 

wayward liberal theologians comment-
ing some 2000 years later. In compari-
son, these later attempts to superimpose 
personal ideas on apostolic authority 
are almost laughable. 

IV. �THE TESTIMONY OF THE 
CANONIZING PROCESS 

The canonization of Scripture did not 
occur until the early fourth century. 
From AD 200 to 300, everyone in the 
church knew of the basic contents of 
the NT and continued to view them 
as authoritative (although precise lim-
its had not yet been defined). Prior to 
discussing the actual formalizing of the 
Canon, it is essential to point out what 
the word means. 

Canon comes from the same basic Greek 
word (in other words it is  transliter-
ated  from Greek into English). Its ety-
mology stems from meaning a “reed” or 
a “rod” or a “bar.” And since those are 
devices used for measuring, the word 
took on the metaphorical meaning of a 

“standard.” Used in literature, it meant, 
“a list of words correctly attributed to an 
author.”10 Used in English it means the 
authoritative books accepted as Holy 
Scripture. 

In a proper sense, the Canon actually 
came into existence when the original 
penning of the  autographa  occurred—
even though it took the Church many 
years to recognize that. In other words, 
the authority is latent in the books 
themselves—not in the body that later 

“canonized” them.11 

Importantly, the Canon 
consists of those God-
inspired books penned 

by God’s agents.
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“This is the finest Annual 
Report Capitol Ministries has 
ever produced,” said Danielle 
Drollinger, President and Co-
Founder of Capitol Ministries. 

“As I reflect on the stories within 
its pages, I am overwhelmed 
by God’s faithfulness and the 
countless doors He has opened 
for His Word around the world. 
To Him alone be the glory for 
all that has been accomplished.”

These are only a few of the 
inspiring stories featured in this 
year’s Annual Report.

Visit capmin.org to read the 
full report. Discover how God 
is opening doors for the Gospel 
in the halls of government and 
transforming the lives of public 
servants across the world!

Although much more could be said his-
torically about the authenticating events 
that led up to the official recognition of 
the Canon of the NT and more of the 
authenticating aspects of the third cen-
tury, for the sake of brevity, a condensa-
tion follows. 

Diocletian was the Roman emperor 
during the turn of the fourth century. 
He was a vicious man who ordered all 
religious books to be burned in his at-
tempt to have everyone worship him as 
god. The risk in hiding a copy of Scrip-
ture was personal death. One person 
who lived through the ordeal was Eu-
sebius of Caesarea (AD 270–340). He 
was a respected church leader and his-
torian who paid a great amount of time 
and attention to the Canon. The future 
of the Scriptures was at stake. In his 
book, Church History, he speaks much 
about the subject of the Canon. 

In 313 Constantine conquered the Ro-
man Empire and declared Christianity 
as a legal religion. Soon thereafter he 
commissioned Eusebius to make 50 
copies of the NT for him. Eusebius’ fol-
low-through led to the actual “sewing 
together” of the books of the NT. Until 
this time the NT existed in various  co-
dices,12 and the criteria for determining 
which books would be in the Canon 
had not been solidified. Eusebius may 
be credited with achieving a standard 
among the church leaders. 

Athanasius then completed Eusebius’ 
work. The extent of the NT was codi-
fied and ratified by the Church Council 
of Laodicea in AD 365. The pronounce-
ment of this gathering read, “Psalms 
composed by private men must not be 
read in the church, nor books not ad-
mitted into the Canon, but only the 
Canonical [books] of the New and Old 
Testaments.”13 

Following this gathering was further 
ratification by church leaders through-
out the world, and in two subsequent 
church leader councils, the Canon was 
further verified and ratified. These 
councils were the Council of Hippo in 
AD 393 and the Council of Carthage in 
AD 397. In this latter council, Augus-
tine said, “[It is decreed] that nothing 
except the Canonical Scriptures be read 
in the church under the name of divine 
Scripture. … Of the New Testament, the 
four gospels, Acts, thirteen epistles of St. 
Paul, the epistle of the same to the He-
brews, Peter (2), John (3), James, Jude, 
Apocalypse.” States Westcott, 

“General accord with this deci-
sion was evidenced in the prac-
tice of all the churches from that 
point on.”14 

The NT was canonized. The latently 
authoritative writings had been recog-
nized as such, collected and bound. The 
church had assented unanimously, rec-
ognizing them for what they had always 
been from their point of origin—God’s 
oracles. 

V. SUMMARY 

To say that only the words of Jesus in the 
book of Mark are worth reading is to 
starkly and blindly obliterate the testi-
mony of the New Testament writers, the 
testimony of the third-century Church, 
and the testimony of the canonizing 
process. It is to commit intellectual sin 
to side with liberal theologians, and it 
will surely lead to an immature Christi-
anity, if not heresy in your own life. 

This spiritual immaturity is clearly seen 
in Markan15  adherents; they are char-
acterized by thwarted personal growth 
in Christ and all that He expects of 



Is the Entire New Testament Inspired by God?

ESTABLISHED MINISTRIES: UNITED STATES
Albany NEW YORK • Annapolis MARYLAND • Atlanta GEORGIA • Augusta MAINE • Austin TEXAS • Bismarck NORTH DAKOTA • Boise IDAHO 

Boston MASSACHUSETTS • Denver COLORADO • Dover DELAWARE • Carson City NEVADA • Charleston WEST VIRGINIA • Cheyenne WYOMING 
Columbia SOUTH CAROLINA • Columbus OHIO • Concord NEW HAMPSHIRE • Des Moines IOWA • Hartford CONNECTICUT 

Harrisburg PENNSYLVANIA • Helena MONTANA • Honolulu HAWAII • Jefferson City MISSOURI • Juneau ALASKA • Lansing MICHIGAN 
 Lincoln NEBRASKA • Little Rock ARKANSAS • Madison WISCONSIN • Montgomery ALABAMA • Montpelier VERMONT 

Nashville TENNESSEE • Oklahoma City OKLAHOMA • Olympia WASHINGTON • Phoenix ARIZONA • Providence RHODE ISLAND 
Raleigh NORTH CAROLINA • Richmond VIRGINIA • Sacramento CALIFORNIA • Saint Paul MINNESOTA • Salem OREGON 

Santa Fe NEW MEXICO • Springfield ILLINOIS • Topeka KANSAS • Trenton NEW JERSEY 

ESTABLISHED MINISTRIES: INTERNATIONAL
Brussels BELGIUM • Porto Novo BENIN • Brasilia BRAZIL • Ouagadougou BURKINA FASO • Gitega BURUNDI • Yaounde CAMEROON • Manitoba CANADA

 Bangui CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC • San Jose COSTA RICA • Yamoussoukro COTE D’IVOIRE • Kinshasa DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF THE CONGO
 Quito ECUADOR • Malabo EQUATORIAL GUINEA • Mbabane ESWATINI • Addis Ababa ETHIOPIA • Brussels EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT
 Helsinki FINLAND • Suva FIJI • Libreville GABON • Strasbourg GERMANY • Accra GHANA • Conakry GUINEA • Port-au-Prince HAITI 
Tegucigalpa HONDURAS • New Delhi INDIA • Rome ITALY • Nairobi KENYA • Riga LATVIA • Monrovia LIBERIA • Vilnius LITHUANIA 

Antananarivo MADAGASCAR • Lilongwe MALAWI • Mexico City MEXICO • Chisinau MOLDOVA • Maputo MOZAMBIQUE • NAURU • Kathmandu NEPAL 
Wellington NEW ZEALAND • Abuja NIGERIA • Skopje NORTH MACEDONIA • Oslo NORWAY • Ngerulmud PALAU • Port Moresby PAPUA NEW GUINEA 

Warsaw POLAND • Brazzaville REPUBLIC OF THE CONGO • Bucharest ROMANIA • Apia SAMOA • Edinburg SCOTLAND • Belgrade SERBIA • Freetown 
SIERRA LEONE • Bratislava SLOVAKIA • Honiara SOLOMON ISLANDS • Pretoria SOUTH AFRICA • Seoul SOUTH KOREA 

 Sri Jayawardenepura Kotte SRI LANKA • Bern SWITZERLAND • Papeete TAHITI • Dodoma TANZANIA • Nuku’alofa TONGA • Kyiv UKRAINE 
London UNITED KINGDOM • Washington, D.C. USA • Montevideo URUGUAY • Port Vila VANUATU • Cardiff WALES • Lusaka ZAMBIA • Harare ZIMBABWE

[          ]8

Capitol Ministries® provides 
Bible studies, evangelism, and 

discipleship to political leaders. 
Founded in 1996, Capitol 

Ministries has started ongoing 
ministries in more than forty  
U.S. state capitols and dozens  

of foreign federal capitols. 

Capitol Ministries®

Mail Processing Center 
Post Office 30994
Phoenix, AZ 85046

661.288.2622 
capmin.org

©2026 Capitol Ministries® 
All rights reserved. 

 

/capitolministries

Making Disciples  
of Jesus Christ 

in the Political Arena
Throughout the World

His  called-out ones in terms of a high 
view of the local church, evangelism, 
discipleship, missions, stewardship, and 
the like. One can certainly question if 
those who follow a Mark-only theology 
are truly Christians or saved, for they 
have gone so far as to redefine who Jesus 
Christ is. Theirs is not the Jesus of the 
whole of Scripture. 

Are the Christian leaders you fol-
low—including the pastor of your lo-
cal church—in compliance with Paul’s 
conviction? 

“For I did not shrink from declaring to 
you the whole purpose of God”  (Acts 
20:27). 

	 1.	 Note, too, that Paul and other NT authors 
strongly condemned those who in any way adul-
terated or diminished the Scriptures (cf. Gala-
tians 1:6–9; 2 Corinthians 2:17; 2 Timothy 4:3, 
4; Revelation 22:18–19). 

	 2.	 Plenary, according to  Merriam-Webster, means 
“complete in every respect: absolute, perfect, un-
qualified.” 

	 3.	 As a matter of fact, nowhere in Scripture, includ-
ing Matthew 16:18–19, can one support the idea 
of  ex cathedra  (Latin, “from the chair”), which 
purports that supposedly a lineage of leadership 
stems from the apostle Peter to the present-day 
Pope who, when he speaks ex cathedra, is speak-
ing for God. 

	 4.	 Sometimes this included the use of an amanuen-
sis, which is a secretary to whom they dictated. 

	 5.	 John MacArthur, The MacArthur New Testament 
Commentary: 2 Timothy (Chicago: Moody Bible 
Institute, 1995), 143. 

	 6.	 Autographs or manuscripts written by the author. 
	 7.	 Dr. Robert Thomas, The Canon of the New Testa-

ment, excerpted article, 2. 
	 8.	 This was (and still is) a sedge plant that was made 

into a primitive form of paper. Later, vellum or 
parchment, a processed animal skin that was 
much more expensive than papyrus, was used to 
copy NT books. 

	 9.	 Dr. Robert Thomas,  The Canon of the NT, ex-
cerpt notes, 13. 

	10.	 Merrill Tenney,  The New Testament, A Sur-
vey  (Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdman’s Publish-
ing Co., 2017), 417. 

	11.	 In theology this is termed “a collection of author-
itative writings” versus, “an authoritative collec-
tion of writings.” Whereas the former stresses 
the latent authority of the documents, the latter 
stresses the authority of the collection agency, i.e., 
the church rather than the books. 

	12.	 A  codice  was an early, primitive form of a mod-
ern-day book, contrasted with a scroll, which was 
a rolled-up papyrus ms. 

	13.	 William Henry Green, General Introduction to 
the Old Testament: The Canon (London: Charles 
Scribner’s Sons, 1898), 164. 

	14.	 Westcott, The Bible, 189. 
	15.	 Those who hold only to the book of Mark as the 

original Gospel (which stresses His humanity) 
and that all the other Gospel writers copied it. 
The Markan priority hypothesis is led by a sim-
ilar group of people who lead The Quest for the 
Historical Jesus movement—a view of Jesus that 
denudes Him of being Lord and Savior.


