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Do all Roads 
Lead to Heaven? 
A Close Look at 
Universalism

The father of Universalism in America is Nels Ferre. Born 
in Sweden, he was the son of a very conservative Baptist 

preacher. In his autobiography, he mentions how his father 
gave him a quick authoritarian answer when he questioned 
limited atonement—that Christ died only for the elect. His 
father’s short, insufficient answer was “One must not ques-
tion God.” 

That reply did not prove satisfactory to Ferre, so he jettisoned 
the historical view of the Church and founded his own the-
ology that emphasized God’s attribute of love. 
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PUBLIC SERVANT 
ENDORSEMENT

Kevin Hern
U.S. Representative, Oklahoma 

“Capitol Ministries has been a 
blessing to me throughout my 
first year in Congress. I look 
forward to our time together 
each week to share breakfast 
and deepen my understanding 
of God’s all-powerful love and 
perfect leadership. The Biblical 
truths revealed in our meetings 
help to keep us grounded in our 
passion for God and His desire 
for us to become more like Him 
as a husband, father, friend, and 
leader. I am so appreciative for 
their commitment to the Word 
and the impact it can have on 
the world.”

I. INTRODUCTION 

Limited atonement—that Christ died 
only for the elect—is one of the five 
points of Calvinism. The Bible states 
unequivocally that God offers salvation, 
sincerely, to everyone. But at the same 
time, Scripture declares atonement to be 
limited to believers. 

In Ephesians 5:25 the apostle Paul states, 
Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ 
also loved the church and gave Himself 
up for her. This passage specifically states 
that Christ gave Himself up for her—

“her” being the Church, believers, the 
elect. The passage does not say He gave 
Himself up for everyone. 

If limited atonement were not the bib-
lical position—if Jesus gave Himself up 
for everyone, then the intended, specif-
ic bride analogy of the passage breaks 
down. If Christ’s atonement were unlim-
ited, that is to say Christ died for every 
person whether believer or unbeliever, 
then it would compare to a marriage 
relationship where a husband need not 
love his wife in ways more exclusive and 
sacrificial than those directed to any oth-
er woman. The metaphor of Ephesians 

5:25 is ruined if the effect of Christ’s 
atonement is for everyone, unlimited. 
This may seem contradictory to the fall-
en, finite mind of man, but it is not in-
congruous in the mind and viewpoint of 
God. 

Universalism is the religious belief that 
all will be saved. Universalists believe 
there will be universal atonement. To put 
it another way, in the end Christ’s atone-
ment is not limited, but unlimited. Note 
this in Millard J. Erickson’s book, Chris-
tian Theology: 

The theory of universal explicit 
opportunity holds that everyone 
will have an opportunity to hear 
the gospel in an overt or explicit 
fashion. Those who do not actu-
ally hear it during their lifetime 
here upon earth will have an op-
portunity in the future. There will 
be a second chance. After death 
they will be enabled to hear.1 

Karl Barth, the famous deceased Swiss 
neoorthodox, Universalist theologian, 
provides us with further insight into the 
mind of the Universalist when he states: 

He went so far as to question if Jesus ever taught the doctrine of limited atonement. 
Accordingly, he twisted passages such as God … is the Savior of all men, especially of 
believers (1 Timothy 4:10) to suit his own beliefs. The umbrella of “God’s love” gov-
erned Ferre’s theological writings. 

Let’s learn more about this theology. 

Read on, friend. 
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VERSE OF THE WEEK

✚

The true believer should be 
sobered by the reminder 

that people are going 
into an eternity separated 
from God with no second 
chance! Such a realization 
demands the necessity to 
be sharing the salvation 
message with everyone!

John 3:16

“For God so loved the 
world, that He gave His 
only begotten Son, that 

whoever believes in Him 
should not perish, but 

have eternal life.”

The theory of universal pardon 
maintains that God, being a lov-
ing God, will not hold unswerv-
ingly to the conditions He has 
laid down. While He has threat-
ened eternal condemnation for 
all those who do not accept Him, 
He will in the end relent and for-
give everyone.2 

Both Barth and Ferre did not hold to 
inerrancy of Scripture per se, which en-
abled them to play loose with the clear, 
consistent teaching of Scripture regard-
ing limited atonement. 

By elevating their own 
wishful thinking above 
the clear meaning of 

God’s Word, Scripture 
twisters are able 

to rationalize their 
preconceived notions—in 
this case, as to how God 
should treat all mankind.

Rather than allow Scripture to speak for 
itself and align personal views in com-
pliance with its authoritative teachings, 
Barth and Ferre use Scripture loosely 
leading them to taking license with pas-
sages such as 2 Corinthians 5:18 in their 
attempt to justify their twisted theology. 
Note the passage in this light: 

Now all these things are from God, who 
reconciled us to Himself through Christ 
and gave us the ministry of reconciliation. 

Does this passage serve to justify Univer-
salism? No. When considering this verse 
in its context, Paul is writing to Chris-

tians at the Church of Corinth, and all 
the preceding passages in chapter 5 clear-
ly indicate that his statement in 5:18 
relates expressly to followers of Christ; 
therefore, the reference to us in the pas-
sage is a clear reference to those who 
have bowed the knee to the lordship of 
Christ. This verse is not a reference to all 
of mankind as Barth and Ferre mislead. 
Such attempts at interpretation elevate 
human thought to equal or superior au-
thority to God’s Word; man’s thinking 
is allowed to trump the intentions God 
has revealed in His Word. 

As conservative theologian J. I. Packer 
notes, we should never make Scripture 
subservient to the demands of human 
logic because the mind of man is fallen 
(the noetic effect of sin) and finite. Rath-
er, fallen, tainted human logic must al-
ways remain subservient to the demands 
of Scripture.3 

Unitarian Universalism is the leading 
American denomination that espouses 
this false belief. Their controlling herme-
neutic is not the Scriptures alone; rather, 
they believe that human reason and ex-
perience should be the final authority in 
determining spiritual truth. Such think-
ing is often found to be acceptable in an 
increasingly postmodern Church culture. 
In fact, it is increasingly common to wit-
ness “Christians” reading their ideas into 
Scripture and then, to justify their pre-
conceived thoughts, rip passages out of 
context. 

In a broader sense of application on this 
point alone, on all matters of faith and 
practice, do you submit your precon-
ceived ideas, political beliefs, and man-
ifest actions to the authority of God’s 
Word, or is God’s Word secondary to 
your own opinions? 
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MINISTRY UPDATE

Strategic Visit 
Strengthens Capitol 
Ministries’ Outreach 

in the Northeast
 

New opportunities for 
legislative Bible studies 
are taking shape across the 
northeastern United States as 
Capitol Ministries continues 
investing in relationships 
with lawmakers and Ministry 
Leaders. During a recent 
ministry tour of Delaware, 
Pennsylvania, and New Jersey, 
North America Director Randy 
Covington encouraged existing 
ministries and helped prepare 
the way for new and revitalized 
Bible studies that will bring 
God’s Word to elected officials.

In Delaware, Dr. Covington 
met with State Ministry Leader 
Morris Webster to observe the 
ongoing Bible study ministry at 
the State Capitol in Dover.

“Morris Webster’s energy and 
dedication are truly remarkable. 
He is a well-known figure in 

II. UNIVERSALISM DELINEATED 

Nels Ferre never claimed to understand 
how God will actually achieve or ac-
complish universal salvation because 
Scripture nowhere teaches that. It is, 
therefore, impossible to find passages to 
support the way in which God would do 
a “makeover” on everyone. Void of any 
biblical references of “do-overs,” Ferre 
taught that individuals must simply ac-
cept the fact that it will occur. 

Void of any specifics as to how God does 
this, Ferre cites the following passages in 
his attempt to support his basic premise 
with Scripture. Let’s take a close look at 
each of the following passages and seek 
to understand their context—versus 
parachuting in on them, as do Univer-
salists—so as to best understand the au-
thorial intent of each who penned them 
under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. 

A.	 ROMANS 5:18 

So then as through one transgression 
there resulted condemnation to all men, 
even so through one act of righteousness 
there resulted justification of life to all 
men. 

Earlier in Romans, Paul is explicit that 
salvation is only through faith in Jesus 
Christ (see Romans 1:16–17, 3:22, 3:28, 
4:5, 4:13). Therefore, this passage cannot 
mean that all will be saved. All in con-
text is a reference to believers. Likened 
to Paul’s contrasting use of the word 

“many” found several verses earlier in Ro-
mans 5:15, he is simply incorporating a 
Hebrew literary device called “parallel-
ism,” making parallel contrasts with the 
word all. The contextual idea then, when 
reading the whole of the epistle versus 
parachuting in on one passage, is that 
Christ’s salvation is available to all who 
believe in Christ (Romans 3:22). 

B.	 HEBREWS 2:9 

But we do see Him who was made for a 
little while lower than the angels, name-
ly, Jesus, because of the suffering of death 
crowned with glory and honor, so that 
by the grace of God He might taste death 
for everyone. 

Again, the context—when you read the 
whole letter—to that by the grace of God 
He [ Jesus] might taste death for every-
one implies “who believe on Him.” 

It is possible to create and justify many 
twisted theological ideas by citing a 
few Bible passages out of context. (Re-
lated to other matters, how many times 
do you hear someone on the floor or 
in committee twist Scripture to try to 
support a preconceived point? This is a 
common practice in an increasingly bib-
lically-illiterate culture.) In the science of 
Hermeneutics, this practice is known as 
eisegesis, reading preconceived notions 
into a passage. Such practices are com-
mon among cult leaders and other Scrip-
ture contortionists. 

Such practices are  
like recording a lengthy 
interview, only to have 
the producer extract  

a segment out of context 
which serves his  

or her purposes at  
your expense.

One of the most important interpretive 
principles of Scripture or any other doc-
ument for that matter is context! Every 
passage needs to be interpreted by that 
which surrounds it and not ripped from it. Continued on next page
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Continued from previous page

Delaware’s Legislative Hall 
and serves with boldness and 
conviction,” shared Randy 
Covington.

During the visit, the team spent 
time with legislators, observed 
House and Senate sessions, 
and met with House Minority 
Leader and Representative 
Timothy Dukes, who welcomed 
the group to his office and 
expressed encouragement over 
Capitol Ministries’ outreach 
around the world.

An exciting development also 
emerged in Pennsylvania, 
where preparations are 
underway to relaunch Capitol 
Ministries’ legislative Bible 
study in Harrisburg.

C.	 1 TIMOTHY 4:10 

For it is for this we labor and strive, be-
cause we have fixed our hope on the liv-
ing God, who is the Savior of all men, 
especially of believers. 

As we have already seen, due to the enor-
mous number of passages in Scripture 
delineating that not all will be saved 
(Matthew 3:1–2; 4:17; 11:28; John 5:40; 
6:37; among many others), this passage 
cannot mean the opposite. Rather, it 
teaches that all men benefit, even the 
unsaved, from the work of the Savior, if 
not in the fullest sense like those who be-
lieve and are saved. Both the saved and 
unsaved experience the goodness of God 
in a present, earthly sense. For instance, 
God’s restraining grace on all of man-
kind keeps sin at bay via His ordained 
institution of government. God’s cre-
ational beauty is enjoyed by all; falling 
in love can be enjoyed by all, etc. This 
passage is not suggesting universal sal-
vation, but rather this: God intends His 
common grace (in contrast to His sav-
ing grace) to be enjoyed by all. The idea 
here is that Jesus is still the Savior of all 
men, regardless of whether an individual 
chooses to agree with that truth, voli-
tionally repent, and turn to Him. 

The aforementioned passages do not con-
tradict but, as we have seen, can be easily 
rectified with the remainder of Scripture. 
Millard Erickson, in his Christian Theol-
ogy, speaks to the importance of synthe-
sizing seemingly contradictory biblical 
texts with the whole of Scripture: 

If we are to do systematic the-
ology, however, we must also 
consider those texts that sug-
gest an opposite conclusion, and 
then attempt to reconcile the ap-
parently contradictory material. 

There are many texts that seem 

to contradict Universalism.4 

III. �UNIVERSALISM 
DENOUNCED 

The following are some of the biblical 
texts that directly refute Universalism. 
They speak for themselves and need no 
explanation; their proclamations are 
clear. 

A.	 MATTHEW 25:46 

“These will go away into eternal punish-
ment, but the righteous into eternal life.” 

B.	JOHN 3:16 

“For God so loved the world, that He gave 
His only begotten Son, that whoever be-
lieves in Him should not perish, but have 
eternal life.” 

C.	JOHN 5:28–29 

“Do not marvel at this; for an hour is 
coming, in which all who are in the 
tombs will hear His voice, and will come 
forth; those who did the good deeds to a 
resurrection of life, those who commit-
ted the evil deeds to a resurrection of 
judgment.” 

D.	 ROMANS 9:22 

What if God, although willing to 
demonstrate His wrath and to make 
His power known, endured with much 
patience vessels of wrath prepared for 
destruction? 

Numerous other passages could be cited 
to deflate the Universalist hermeneutic. 
As a matter of fact, Continued on page 6
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“Senator Cris Dush is what we 
call an ‘insider’ in CapMin. 
He is a great man of God who 
loves the Lord and takes every 
opportunity to speak about 
his faith and biblical truth. We 
are blessed to have his support,” 
said Randy Covington.

Senator Dush has graciously 
reserved a conference room 
adjacent to his office where 
the weekly Bible study will 
meet. Two recently trained 
Capitol Ministries leaders, 
Bob Thompson and Rob 
Shelton, have agreed to serve 
together in leading the ministry, 
combining experience with 
fresh enthusiasm as they prepare 
for the relaunch.

In New Jersey, Dr. Covington 
met with State Ministry Leader 
Dominick Cuozzo to discuss 
opportunities for expanding 
outreach among state lawmakers. 
While the unique structure 
of New Jersey’s legislature 
presents challenges, discussions 
focused on identifying a 
suitable meeting location and 
strengthening partnerships 
that will help establish a regular 
legislative Bible study. Pastor 

There are many more 
passages proclaiming that 

some will be eternally 
separated from God than 
there are passages that 

might seem to suggest all 
will be saved.

Remember, passages that seem to sug-
gest a universal salvation are being taken 
out of context. Scripture does not con-
tradict itself. 

The way the Universalist deals with these 
passages is to describe them as depicting 
a hypothetical versus an actual situation. 
This hermeneutical technique, however, 
leaves much to be desired because the 
context of each of the aforementioned 
passages simply does not lend to suggest-
ing a hypothetical situation. 

Furthermore, the Universalist position 
is greatly harmed by those passages that 
state some people will actually be lost. 
Several of those follow. 

IV. UNIVERSALISM DISMISSED

A.	 MATTHEW 8:12 

“But the sons of the kingdom will be cast 
out into the outer darkness; in that 
place there will be weeping and gnash-
ing of teeth.” 

B.	 MATTHEW 25:41–46 

“Then He will also say to those on His left, 
‘Depart from Me, accursed ones, into the 
eternal fire which has been prepared for 
the devil and his angels; for I was hun-
gry, and you gave Me nothing to eat; I 
was thirsty, and you gave Me nothing 
to drink; I was a stranger, and you did 

not invite Me in; naked, and you did not 
clothe Me; sick, and in prison, and you 
did not visit Me.’ Then they themselves 
also will answer, ‘Lord, when did we see 
You hungry, or thirsty, or a stranger, or 
naked, or sick, or in prison, and did not 
take care of You?’ Then He will answer 
them, ‘Truly I say to you, to the extent 
that you did not do it to one of the least 
of these, you did not do it to Me.’ These 
will go away into eternal punishment, 
but the righteous into eternal life.” 

C.	JOHN 5:28–29 

“Do not marvel at this; for an hour is 
coming, in which all who are in the 
tombs will hear His voice, and will come 
forth; those who did the good deeds to a 
resurrection of life, those who commit-
ted the evil deeds to a resurrection of 
judgment.” 

These and other passages clearly dismiss 
the theological idea of a universal atone-
ment, that all will one way or another 
still end up saved in God’s good graces. A 
good summary way to view the teaching 
of the Scripture and the error of Univer-
salism is this quotation from a non-apos-
tate theologian: “Not everyone will be 
saved. This is not the conclusion we state 
with satisfaction, but it is most faithful 
to the entirety of the biblical witness. It 
should spur evangelistic effort.”5 

V. UNIVERSALISM’S “DO-OVER” 

If God grants a “do-over” 
at the end of everyone’s 

life, then Christ died 
needlessly, and there is 

no reason to repent  
and believe today.
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Cuozzo’s years of public service 
as a former mayor, combined 
with his pastoral ministry, have 
uniquely positioned him to 
share God’s Word with elected 
officials.

Although the northeastern 
states present distinct ministry 
challenges, Dr. Covington 
returned encouraged by the 
dedication of Capitol Ministries 
leaders and legislative partners 
serving throughout the region.

“I was really encouraged 
by the men I connected 
with—our State Ministry 
Leaders, legislators, and Local 
Government Ministry leaders. 
These men are doing an amazing 
job and have developed some 
outstanding relationships.”  
he said.

Please pray that God will 
produce lasting fruit as 
faithful laborers and strategic 
partnerships lay a strong 
foundation for biblical 
influence among elected 
officials.

Furthermore, what is applicable to our 
everyday lives is just the opposite! The 
true believer should be sobered by what 
Universalism reminds us of when com-
pared to Scripture—that people are go-
ing into an eternity separated from God 
with no second chance! Such a realiza-
tion demands the necessity to be sharing 
the salvation message with everyone! 
Romans 10:14 underscores this: 

How then will they call on Him in whom 
they have not believed? How will they 
believe in Him whom they have not 
heard? And how will they hear without 
a preacher? 

This is the fitting demand of limited 
atonement: you and I do not know 
whom God has called to salvation, so as 
His ambassadors (2 Corinthians 5:20), 
we are highly motivated. We see the 
theological need to spread the Good 
News of the Gospel to all of mankind 
so that the elect (Ephesians 1:4–6) will 
hear and respond. 

If we are not universalists due to our con-
viction of Scripture, it follows that we 
must be fervent in our evangelism be-
cause of our conviction of Scripture. 

The two are theologically logical! It fol-
lows that Universalists would have no 
compunction or motivation for evange-
lism since they believe all will be saved in 
the end anyway. That is why the Unitari-
an Universalist denomination, like other 
theological liberal denominations, is in 
rapid numerical decline. They have no 
theological impetus to motivate conver-
sion growth! 

VI. CONCLUSION 

In contrast, the theological conservative, 
the late Francis Schaeffer used to say in 

reference to a lukewarm commitment to 
saving souls, “Do we really believe peo-
ple are going to hell apart from Christ?” 
Such convictions are the underpinning 
to sharing your faith with others whom 
you meet and are in relationship with 
within the capital community. 

The biblical teaching of limited atone-
ment is congruous with the ambassa-
dorship of the believer post-salvation 
and his call to be a witness for Christ 
(cf. Acts 1:8). If Universalism were ul-
timately true, then why would God call 
every believer elsewhere in His Word to 
be an ambassador of reconciliation and 
a witness for Him? Universalism makes 
no sense when squared with the whole of 
Scripture. 

One might ask how Universalism affects 
Washington, D.C. Does this study relate 
to the world’s most powerful city? In-
deed, it most certainly does. 

Since World War II, undoubtedly the 
most influential spiritual influence on 
the Hill has been the group, The Fellow-
ship, and their ownership and leadership 
of the National Prayer Breakfast. The 
core leadership of The Fellowship and 
the National Prayer Breakfast, in fact, 
hold to a belief in Universalism. 

If you had ever pressed Doug Coe, the 
now deceased leader of The Fellowship, 
you would have found him to be a pro-
ponent of Universalism, which teaches 
that all roads lead to heaven. 

This understanding serves to illustrate 
why, historically, the National Prayer 
Breakfast which for years had been or-
ganized by The Fellowship, has featured 
so many guests and speakers who are not 
Christians and who possess no convic-
tions regarding Jesus Christ’s being the 
only Way to God. Choosing such a wide 



Do all Roads Lead to Heaven? A Close Look at Universalism

ESTABLISHED MINISTRIES: UNITED STATES
Albany NEW YORK • Annapolis MARYLAND • Atlanta GEORGIA • Augusta MAINE • Austin TEXAS • Bismarck NORTH DAKOTA • Boise IDAHO 

Boston MASSACHUSETTS • Denver COLORADO • Dover DELAWARE • Carson City NEVADA • Charleston WEST VIRGINIA • Cheyenne WYOMING 
Columbia SOUTH CAROLINA • Columbus OHIO • Concord NEW HAMPSHIRE • Des Moines IOWA • Hartford CONNECTICUT 

Harrisburg PENNSYLVANIA • Helena MONTANA • Honolulu HAWAII • Jefferson City MISSOURI • Juneau ALASKA • Lansing MICHIGAN 
 Lincoln NEBRASKA • Little Rock ARKANSAS • Madison WISCONSIN • Montgomery ALABAMA • Montpelier VERMONT 

Nashville TENNESSEE • Oklahoma City OKLAHOMA • Olympia WASHINGTON • Phoenix ARIZONA • Providence RHODE ISLAND 
Raleigh NORTH CAROLINA • Richmond VIRGINIA • Sacramento CALIFORNIA • Saint Paul MINNESOTA • Salem OREGON 

Santa Fe NEW MEXICO • Springfield ILLINOIS • Topeka KANSAS • Trenton NEW JERSEY 

ESTABLISHED MINISTRIES: INTERNATIONAL
Brussels BELGIUM • Porto Novo BENIN • Brasilia BRAZIL • Ouagadougou BURKINA FASO • Gitega BURUNDI • Yaounde CAMEROON • Manitoba CANADA

 Bangui CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC • San Jose COSTA RICA • Yamoussoukro COTE D’IVOIRE • Kinshasa DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF THE CONGO
 Quito ECUADOR • Malabo EQUATORIAL GUINEA • Mbabane ESWATINI • Addis Ababa ETHIOPIA • Brussels EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT
 Helsinki FINLAND • Suva FIJI • Libreville GABON • Strasbourg GERMANY • Accra GHANA • Conakry GUINEA • Port-au-Prince HAITI 
Tegucigalpa HONDURAS • New Delhi INDIA • Rome ITALY • Nairobi KENYA • Riga LATVIA • Monrovia LIBERIA • Vilnius LITHUANIA 

Antananarivo MADAGASCAR • Lilongwe MALAWI • Mexico City MEXICO • Chisinau MOLDOVA • Maputo MOZAMBIQUE • NAURU • Kathmandu NEPAL 
Wellington NEW ZEALAND • Abuja NIGERIA • Skopje NORTH MACEDONIA • Oslo NORWAY • Ngerulmud PALAU • Port Moresby PAPUA NEW GUINEA 

Warsaw POLAND • Brazzaville REPUBLIC OF THE CONGO • Bucharest ROMANIA • Apia SAMOA • Edinburg SCOTLAND • Belgrade SERBIA • Freetown 
SIERRA LEONE • Bratislava SLOVAKIA • Honiara SOLOMON ISLANDS • Pretoria SOUTH AFRICA • Seoul SOUTH KOREA 

 Sri Jayawardenepura Kotte SRI LANKA • Bern SWITZERLAND • Papeete TAHITI • Dodoma TANZANIA • Nuku’alofa TONGA • Kyiv UKRAINE 
London UNITED KINGDOM • Washington, D.C. USA • Montevideo URUGUAY • Port Vila VANUATU • Cardiff WALES • Lusaka ZAMBIA • Harare ZIMBABWE

[          ]8

Capitol Ministries® provides 
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array of speakers may serve political ex-
pedience, but such is patently heretical. 
Jesus said, “I am the way, and the truth, 
and the life; no one comes to the Father 
but through Me” ( John 14:6). 

A study of the passages in this Bible 
study thoroughly discounts Univer-
salism. It follows that true followers of 
Jesus Christ will outwardly reject Uni-
versalism and have nothing to do with 
organizations that propagate such heresy 
and falsehoods to the masses. 

Keep in mind that God chastised the an-
cient nation of Israel when they served 
other gods. Will He not do the same 
today to nations that, in their symbolic 
national prayer breakfasts, do the same 
thing? 
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