
The Political Leaders Weekly Bible Study
UNITED STATES 

BIBLE STUDY  
SPONSORS

POWERED BY LOGOS BIBLE SOFTWARE 

FOCUSED ON THE WORD

WEEKLY BIBLE STUDIES
White House Cabinet and Governors: Wednesdays 8am (EST), light breakfast served
Senate Members: Tuesdays 8am, rotating offices, hot breakfast served
House Members: Thursdays 8am, Natural Resources, Longworth 1334, hot breakfast served

The views expressed in 
each Bible Study are those 

of the author and do not 
necessarily reflect the 

position of any individual 
Bible Study sponsor.

WHITE HOUSE CABINET 
AMBASSADORS 

AND GOVERNORS
Alex Acosta DC
Mike Braun IN 
Phil Bryant MS 

Dr. Ben Carson DC
Mike Dunleavy AK
Greg Gianforte MT
Mark Gordon WY 

Pete Hegseth DC
Mike Huckabee DC

Sarah Huckabee Sanders AR
Mike Kehoe MO

Kelly Loeffler DC 
Markwayne Mullin DC

David Perdue DC
 Sonny Perdue GA

Rick Perry TX
Jim Pillen NE 

Tate Reeves MS
Kim Reynolds IA

Brooke Rollins DC 
Kevin Stitt OK

Scott Turner DC 
Russell Vought DC

Scott Walker WI
Glenn Youngkin VA

SENATORS
John Thune 

Senate Majority Leader
Marsha Blackburn TN

Katie Britt AL
Ted Budd NC 

Bill Cassidy LA
Kevin Cramer ND

Steve Daines MT
Joni Ernst IA

William Hagerty TN
Cindy Hyde-Smith MS

James Lankford OK
 Mike Rounds SD

Tim Scott SC

REPRESENTATIVES 
Mike Johnson 

Speaker of the House
Mark Alford MO

Robert Aderholt AL
Rick Allen GA

Brian Babin TX
Don Bacon NE

Nick Begich AK 
Michael Bost IL 

Josh Brecheen OK
Tim Burchett TN 

John Carter TX 
Juan Ciscomani AZ 

Rick Crawford AR
Jake Ellzey TX

Ron Estes KS
Glenn Grothman WI

Pat Harrigan NC 
Kevin Hern OK

Richard Hudson NC
Bill Huizenga MI

Dusty Johnson SD
Jim Jordan OH

Nathaniel Moran TX
Gary Palmer AL

August Pfluger TX
David Rouzer NC

John Rutherford FL
Marlin Stutzman IN
Glenn Thompson PA

Tim Walberg MI
Randy Weber TX

Daniel Webster FL
Bruce Westerman AR

Roger Williams TX
Rob Wittman VA

Steve Womack AR
Rudy Yakym IN 

OCTOBER 5, 2026 

PUBLIC SERVANT QUOTE ................ 2

Cindy Hyde-Smith
U.S. Senator, Mississippi

VERSE OF THE WEEK ........................ 3

John 13:35

MINISTRY LEADER PROFILE ........... 4

Ijaz Mashi
Ministry Leader, Pakistan

ABOUT CAPITOL MINISTRIES ......... 8

The Remedy  
for Racism

Every culture and government throughout history has faced 
the issue of racism and unjust resentment toward others 

who are different. Racism is characteristic and evident of the 
sinful nature of man. Fallen mankind has always built barriers 
and ostracized others. This exclusion stems from pride: a fallen 
man’s predilection to believe he or she is superior to another in 
some way. In this regard, racism parades around with his ugly 
brother who goes by the name arrogance. At its core, racism is 
a heart issue—a dilemma with no solution apart from Christ’s 
regenerative work in a person’s heart. 

In fact, the Bible’s test for the veracity of genuine faith is the 
absence of racism. John 13:35 says, “By this all men will know 
that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.” 
Jesus’ command here stems beyond loving people who look 
like us. 

This week let us examine some biblical insights regarding 
racism. 

Read on, friend! 
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PUBLIC SERVANT 
QUOTE

Cindy Hyde-Smith
U.S. Senator, Mississippi

“The quality of the Capitol 
Ministries Bible studies is 
unmatched. As we say in 
there, we don’t water ski— 
we scuba dive. We take a deep 
dive into issues and try to 
comprehend the Scripture. 
You’ve got some great 
intellectual minds in there 
who come prepared, and it’s 
just one of the best parts of 
my week.”

I. INTRODUCTION 

“Racism” is defined as “a feeling of superi-
ority based on race.” The Oxford Dictio-
nary defines “racism” in this way: “The 
belief that all members of each race pos-
sess characteristics, abilities, or qualities 
specific to that race, especially so as to 
distinguish it as inferior or superior to an-
other race or races.” 

In the first chapters of the book of Ephe-
sians the Apostle Paul addresses what is 
known in seminary circles as the biblical 
doctrine of soteriology, that is, what the 
Bible has to say about salvation. When 
the reader arrives at the second chapter 
of Ephesians, most specifically verses 11 
through 13, Paul is in the middle of a dis-
cussion about one of the fruits of soteriol-
ogy. Notice what that fruit is: 

Therefore remember that formerly you, 
the Gentiles in the flesh, who are called 

“Uncircumcision” by the so-called “Cir-
cumcision,” which is performed in the 
flesh by human hands—remember that 
you were at that time separate from 
Christ, excluded from the common-
wealth of Israel, and strangers to the cov-
enants of promise, having no hope and 
without God in the world. But now in 
Christ Jesus you who formerly were far 
off have been brought near by the blood 
of Christ. 

Notice the first word, therefore. What 
Paul is about to say relates to and is based 
upon what he just said. And what he has 
just said is that salvation is the gift of God 
(Ephesians 2:8, 9). Prior to verse 11, Paul 
is conveying the idea that in no way is 
salvation based upon man’s merit. What 
he is saying in this passage under study 
is based on that previously stated idea: if 
salvation is a gift from God, then no one 
can say he or she has earned it and, there-
fore, believe and act as though superior to 

one who has not earned it! The attitude 
that the Jews were God’s chosen people 
coupled with the fact that the Gentiles 
were not, is the precise reason why the 
Jews possessed a superiority complex—a 
racist attitude—relative to the Gentiles. 
Since salvation is not based on personal 
or ethnic merit and is available to all of 
mankind, for a saved person to believe he 
is superior to another is incongruous. 

More specific to the passage, here’s what’s 
going on: the Ephesian believers to whom 
this epistle and this specific passage are 
addressed were Gentiles. Historically 
speaking, they had been greatly dimin-
ished and segregated—racially—from the 
kingdom of God by the Jews. 

Even though that discrimination was the 
Jewish sentiment, God never intended 
for the Jews to view themselves as having 
a corner on the market—to think they 
were God’s chosen people and no one 
else was! Rather, God had set the Jews 
apart to be His representatives to all the 
nations. They were not to hoard God’s 
blessing but to share it with the other 
nations! The Jews, it seems, wanted the 
divine blessing of God’s decree but not 
its divine mission (see Amos 3:2). In fact, 
Israel was supposed to be proselytizing all 
the other Gentile nations—not hoarding 
their special status. This is evidenced by 
the following Old Testament passages. 

In Genesis 12:3 God pronounces His 
fundamental edict upon Abraham, the 
Jewish patriarch, saying, “And in you all 
the families of the earth will be blessed.” 
The meaning and breadth of the word all 
certainly encompasses more than just the 
Abrahamic offspring to follow. 

In Isaiah 43:8-13, God calls Israel to 
be His witness among the nations. The 
prophet asks, Who among the nations 
can declare this and proclaim to us the 
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VERSE OF THE WEEK

✚

May God grant  
us a heartfelt love  

for others!

John 13:35

“By this all men will 
know that you are My 
disciples, if you have 
love for one another.”

former things? God’s clear response to 
Israel is, “You are My witnesses, … and 
My servant whom I have chosen” (v. 10). 
God goes on in His declaration: “I, even I, 
am the Lord, and there is no savior be-
sides Me. … So you are My witnesses” (vv. 
11-12).

In Isaiah 60:3, God’s plan goes on to say, 
“Nations will come to your light, and 

kings to the brightness of your rising.” 

God’s plan for Israel culminates in chap-
ter 62:1–2 of Isaiah, Until [Israel’s] righ-
teousness goes forth like brightness, and 
her salvation like a torch that is burning. 
The nations will see your righteousness, 
and all kings your glory. 

Even though Israel was largely disobedi-
ent to God’s missional calling of her, these 
passages serve to illustrate the point that 
Israel had no basis for feeling cultural-
ly superior because in this perspective 
she was called to be God’s servant—not 
judge—to the Gentiles (Isaiah 41:8-9). 

II. �RACISM ILLUSTRATED: 
ANCIENT ISRAEL 

Instead of spreading God’s blessing and 
message of salvation by faith through the 
coming Messiah, God’s chosen Messenger, 
the nation and ethnic group known as 
Israel, ended up being condescending to-
ward the Gentiles; they had developed an 
attitude of superiority. Scripture evidenc-
es this attitude in many ways. In the book 
of Jonah, Jonah was called to preach re-
pentance to Nineveh. He knew that God 
would bless them if they repented, but 
since he personally hated them, he fled 
from his God-given assignment to preach 
to them. Take note of this in Jonah 4:2: 

“I fled to Tarshish, for I knew that You 
are a gracious and compassionate God, 
slow to anger and abundant in loving- 

kindness, and one who relents concern-
ing calamity.” 

As a Hebrew, Jonah would rather have 
seen the Gentiles judged than forgiven, so 
he tried to jump ship on his assignment—
but even that didn’t work! 

In the New Testament (NT) book of Acts 
(10:28, 34–35), we witness the same atti-
tude in the young Apostle Peter. Peter was 
a Jew who carried an ample amount of 
Jewish baggage concerning the Gentiles 
until God got hold of him and began to 
work in his heart: 

“You yourselves know how unlawful it is 
for a man who is a Jew to associate with 
a foreigner or to visit him; and yet God 
has shown me that I should not call any 
man unholy or unclean. … I most cer-
tainly understand now that God is not 
one to show partiality, but in every na-
tion the man who fears Him and does 
what is right is welcome to Him.” 

God had set apart the Israelites, and to 
make them distinctive, He gave them 
special and strict dietary, clothing and 
marriage laws. They, however, perverted 
and devolved these distinguishing char-
acteristics into a source of pride, self-glory 
and religious isolationism. Rather than 
being active witnesses of God’s grace to 
the other nations, their evangelistic ser-
mon sounded something more like what 
you might expect to hear on a kid’s play-
ground: “Ticktock, the game is locked, 
and nobody else can play.” So deeply root-
ed had Israel’s haughtiness grown that if a 
Jewish man or woman married a Gentile, 
the family would conduct a funeral! 

The nation of Israel had neglected her 
calling—and the nation’s neglect would 
cost her dearly! After much patience, 
God pronounced His judgment on her 
through the prophet Isaiah. In Isaiah 5:1–

For past studies or additional copies, go to capmin.org
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Ijaz Masih serves as Capitol 
Ministries’ Ministry Leader in 
Pakistan, bringing a deep love 
for Christ and the people of 
his nation to his work among 
political leaders.

Based in Faisalabad, Punjab, 
he ministers in a region where 
few if any government leaders 
profess faith in Christ, and 
openly sharing the Gospel can 
carry significant risk. Still, Ijaz 
approaches this challenging 
mission field with great faith, 
trusting God to open doors 
through prayer, friendship, and 
the truth of His Word.

Ijaz has served the Lord 
for more than 15 years as an 
evangelist, pastor, preacher, Bible 
teacher, and educator. Raised in 
a poor, rural family, he became 
the first in his family to receive 
an extensive formal education. 
His education includes master’s 
degrees in education and English 
and a Ph.D. in theology. He and 
his wife have three children.

After years of evangelism and 

MINISTRY LEADER PROFILE

Ijaz Mashi
Ministry Leader

Pakistan 

7 God says to His chosen people in terms 
of vines in His vineyard: 

“Why when I expected [you] to produce 
good grapes did [you] produce worthless 
ones? So now let Me tell you what I am 
going to do to My vineyard: I will break 
down its wall and it will become tram-
pled ground” (vv. 4–5). 

This specific prophecy of Isaiah is fulfilled 
in Jesus’ parable of the landowner (note 
that God is the landowner in the parable) 
as recorded in Matthew 21:33–43: 

“Listen to another parable. There was a 
landowner who planted a vineyard 
and put a wall around it and dug 
a winepress in it, and built a tow-
er, and rented it out to vine-growers 
and went on a journey. When the har-
vest time approached, he sent his slaves 
to the vine-growers to receive his produce. 
The vine-growers took his slaves and beat 
one, and killed another, and stoned a 
third. Again he sent another group of 
slaves larger than the first; and they did 
the same thing to them. But afterward 
he sent his son to them, saying ‘They will 
respect my son.’ But when the vine-grow-
ers saw the son, they said among them-
selves, ‘This is the heir; come let us kill 
him and seize his inheritance.’ They took 
him, and threw him out of the vineyard 
and killed him. Therefore when the own-
er of the vineyard comes, what will he do 
to those vine-growers? … Therefore I say 
to you, the kingdom of God will be taken 
away from you.” 

The vineyard is a common symbol for the 
Jewish nation throughout Scripture. In 
Christ’s parable, God, the landowner, de-
velops a vineyard and leases it to the vine-
dressers, who are the Jewish leaders. The 
killings refer to the OT prophets, and the 
killing of the son relates to Jesus’ death at 
the hands of the Jews. Consequently, God 

takes His missional assignment away from 
Israel and gives His kingdom work to the 
Church—which is primarily composed of 
Gentiles. 

Now why all that? Ethnic Israel had no 
reason to believe she was superior to other 
ethnicities! 

The courtyard on the Temple grounds af-
fords one remaining illustration of Israel’s 
gross contortion of her calling. God had 
placed a courtyard in the design of the 
Temple for the specific purpose of win-
ning Gentile converts. God’s intended 
purpose was to provide a place where the 
Jews could proselytize the Gentiles to Ju-
daism. Israel’s magnificent glory was to be 
a magnet that would draw the Gentiles to 
come and see for themselves. So bad, how-
ever, was the debacle of her mission that 
by NT times, the Jewish leaders were us-
ing the courtyard as a place to hold a swap 
meet to make money! This failure of mis-
sion explains why Jesus was so angry with 
them, driving them out and overturning 
tables! He said to them, “Is it not written, 

‘My house shall be called a house 
of prayer for all the nations’? 
But you have made it a robbers’ den” 
(Mark 11:17). 

No doubt the Jewish leaders over the 
centuries had developed strong racist at-
titudes toward the Gentiles. And as we 
are about to see, only through the cross of 
Christ is the division healed between any 
racially divided group. The regenerative 
work of Christ in the heart of fallen man 
can heal more than just the racial divide 
between Jew and Gentile. God’s power 
can heal any ethnic division. States Ephe-
sians 2:14–16 in this regard: 

For He Himself is our peace, who made 
both groups into one, … so that in Him-
self He might make the two into one new 
man … and might reconcile them both. Continued on page 6
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When every believer understands this 
theological perspective of Scripture, he 
or she must realize that any present eth-
nic label must be subservient to being 
one new man whose identity is first and 
foremost in Christ! 

III. �RACISM DEFINED:  
THE SIN OF PARTIALITY 

The student of the Bible should note 
that the word racism does not appear in 
Scripture. Rather, the Word of God re-
fers repeatedly to it as the sin of partiali-
ty. Again, one of the aspects of the fall is 
pride, and pride often manifests in subtle 
or not-so-subtle attitudes of superiority. 
Whenever we gossip, we are in essence 
championing our superiority to the lis-
tener. The more specific meaning and 
usage of partiality came to refer to the 
superficial elevation of one person over 
another for external reasons; it was com-
mon then as it is now to show favoritism 
based upon wealth, race, appearance, 
success, position, or social status. 

IV. �BETTER UNDERSTANDING  
THE SIN OF PARTIALITY

Our study now need shift to James 2:1–7 
(NKJV), which has as its subject the sin 
of partiality. Take careful note of this 
passage: 

My brethren, do not hold the faith of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of glo-
ry, with partiality. For if there should 
come into your assembly a man with 
gold rings, in fine apparel, and there 
should also come in a poor man in filthy 
clothes, and you pay attention to the 
one wearing the fine clothes and say to 
him, “You sit here in a good place,” and 
say to the poor man, “You stand there,” 
or, “Sit here at my footstool,” have you 
not shown partiality among yourselves, 
and become judges with evil thoughts? 

Listen, my beloved brethren: has God 
not chosen the poor of this world to be 
rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom 
which He promised to those who love 
Him? But you have dishonored the poor 
man. Do not the rich oppress you and 
drag you into the courts? Do they not 
blaspheme that noble name by which 
you are called? 

James admonishes believers for favoring 
one person or socio-economic group of 
people, in this case the upper class, over 
and above the poor. Without going into 
too much detail (the passage is a week’s 
study in its own right), it is important to 
note that the Church was manifesting 
favoritism to those who actually blas-
phemed Jesus’ name! 

Secular hypocrisy relative to racism is 
understandable: kids grow up in public 
schools learning the theory of evolution 
as fact. But evolution is more than a bi-
ological presupposition: it is a poison-
ous ideology that says, “only the fittest 
survive,” meaning, in terms of humans, 
some people have more value than oth-
ers. What is so hypocritical is that once 
a child is catechized in this ideology, he 
is told not to be a racist as an adult. Well, 
why not if evolution is true? The popu-
larity of partiality today can certainly be 
explained by and large from yesterday’s 
presupposition of evolution. In fact, evo-
lutionary theory is a seedbed of racism; 
it is a great conundrum in American 
secularism. 

James is saying that this same kind of 
hypocrisy should not exist among be-
lievers. Why dote on certain persons 
or display partiality in the Church, es-
pecially when it involves elevating the 
wealthy—if indeed they are your prima-
ry persecutors? 

In contrast to secular evolution, the Bi-

ble speaks of God’s creating man in His 
image. Accordingly, all of His human 
creation—regardless of wealth, race, sex, 
handicap, age, position, status or celebri-
ty quotient—inherently possesses a sin-
gular, similar value. In fact, the Almighty 
is impartial. Throughout His Word, He 
condemns partiality; He specifically 
warns in John 7:24, “Do not judge ac-
cording to appearance.” 

May it never be that we 
give away that which 
is biblically correct 

to gain that which is 
politically correct.

May it always be the other way around: 
the way of biblical impartiality. The 
parallel in the capital might be to hold 
a gathering, inviting the most promi-
nent people to sit at the head table and 
read from the Scriptures, pray, and give 
speeches without regard for the fact that 
they blaspheme Christ by their lifestyles, 
voting records, words, and actions be-
fore and after the event. In these regular 
annual capital gatherings, spiritual qual-
ifications are often conveniently over-
looked for the sake of the event’s success. 

Note the following passages in regard to 
the seriousness of the sin of partiality. 

A.	 LEVITICUS 19:15 

“‘You shall not be partial to the poor nor 
defer to the great.’” 

Leviticus was a book of instruction for 
the Levites, the priests of the newly set-
apart holy nation of Israel. Within the 
book of Leviticus is God’s specific in-
struction to the Levites as to how they 
were to lead the effective, God-honoring 

For past studies or additional copies, go to capmin.org
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Continued from page 4

pastoral ministry, Ijaz began 
praying for God to give him a 
new assignment. Through his 
longtime friendship with Capitol 
Ministries’ Asia Director, Kumar 
Singh Praja, he learned about the 
ministry to political leaders. Ijaz 
prayed about the opportunity for 
a year before completing Capitol 
Ministries Ministry Leader 
training in Kathmandu, Nepal, in 
September 2024.

Ijaz understands that 
relationships often open doors in 
Pakistan that traditional ministry 
cannot. Rather than beginning 
with a sermon, he begins with 
friendship.

“That is the first point—to be a 
friend,” Ijaz shares.

He invites political leaders 
to share a cup of tea or a meal, 
remembers birthdays and 
important occasions, asks about 
their families, and assures them of 
his prayers. As friendships grow, 
opportunities arise to discuss the 
Bible, answer questions about 
Christianity, and share the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ.

Ijaz points to 1 Corinthians 
13:13—But now faith, hope, 
and love, abide these three; but 
the greatest of these is love—as 
foundational to his approach.

“I show them the love of Jesus 
through my life, through my 
character, and through my 
ministry,” he says. “I love them.  
I pray for them.”

Despite the dangers of Gospel 
ministry in Pakistan, Ijaz remains 
confident in Christ. His prayer 
is for wisdom, protection, and 
greater opportunities to build 
genuine friendships with political 
leaders—doing life alongside 
them and faithfully pointing 
them toward Jesus Christ.

worship of the nation Israel. Within this 
context God sets forth the above authori-
tative instruction on partiality. 

B.	JOB 34:19

“Who shows no partiality to princes nor 
regards the rich above the poor, for they 
all are the work of His hands?” 

This section represents Elihu’s best wis-
dom as he tries to decipher Job’s myste-
rious plight. In so doing, Elihu fails in 
his prescriptive counsel, but nonetheless 
accurately reflects upon the character of 
God. God is not partial to position—be it 
a prince or a ruler. 

C.	 1 SAMUEL 16:7 

The fact that He does not favor social stat-
ure is especially underscored by the fol-
lowing passage:

“For God sees not as man sees, for man 
looks at the outward appearance, but the 
Lord looks at the heart.” 

D.	 DEUTERONOMY 10:17–18 

“For the Lord your God is the God of 
gods and the Lord of lords, the great, the 
mighty, and the awesome God who does 
not show partiality. … He executes jus-
tice for the orphan and the widow, and 
shows His love for the alien by giving 
him food and clothing.” 

Throughout Scripture, we see the compas-
sionate, impartial love that God has for all 
of His creation. Later, in Deuteronomy 
15:7–8, God says: 

“You shall not harden your heart, nor 
close your hand from your poor brother; 
but you shall freely open your hand to 
him, and shall generously lend him suf-
ficient for his need in whatever he lacks.”

God has always held the poor special. 

V. �GOD IS PARTIAL  
TOWARD THE HUMBLE 

Our passage from James also reveals 
that while man is sinfully partial toward 
wealth, celebrity, and prestige, God is not 
sinful in His favor toward the poor and 
humble. In 1 Corinthians 1:26–28 this 
idea is easily ascertainable: 

For consider your calling, brethren, that 
there were not many wise according to 
the flesh, not many mighty, not many 
noble; but God has chosen the foolish 
things of the world to shame the wise, 
and God has chosen the weak things of 
the world to shame the things which are 
strong, and the base things of the world 
and the despised God has chosen, the 
things that are not, that He might nulli-
fy the things that are. 

As much as we might think of the histor-
ical Paul as a strong, powerful leader of 
the first-century Church, it is interesting 
to review his perception of himself as ex-
pressed in 1 Corinthians 2:1–4: 

And when I came to you, brethren, I did 
not come with superiority of speech or of 
wisdom, proclaiming to you the testimo-
ny of God. … I was with you in weakness 
and in fear and in much trembling, and 
my message and my preaching were not 
in persuasive words of wisdom, but in 
demonstration of the Spirit and of power.

Such a self-view is indicative of a man 
who will not have a racist, partial heart to-
ward anyone of any other ilk. 

VI. JESUS’ LESSON ON RACISM 

Paul’s rejection of racism can only be at-
tributed to God’s work in his heart when 
considering the society into which he was 
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born. As this study has already pointed 
out, the Jews were not known for lov-
ing their neighbors. In particular, the 
Jews hated the Samaritan people with a 
long-standing passion. The Jews regarded 
this mixed race as inferior and consid-
ered them less than human. 

Jesus addresses this prejudice in Luke 
10:25–37 when He is asked by a lawyer 
how he may gain eternal life. Jesus asks 
the lawyer what is written in the law. 

And he answered, “You shall love 
the Lord your God with all your 
heart, and with all your soul, 
and with all your strength, and 
with all your mind, and your 
neighbor as yourself” (v. 27). 

In this passage Jesus tells the lawyer he 
is correct and says, “Do this and you 
will live” (v. 28). 

The lawyer further challenges Jesus ask-
ing, “And who is my neighbor?” (v. 29). 

In this context, Jesus tells the lawyer the 
story of the Good Samaritan: a man was 
attacked, stripped, beaten, and left for 
dead by robbers on a treacherous road 
from Jerusalem to Jericho. A priest and 
a Levite, people who were highly regard-
ed among the Jews, both walked across 
the road to avoid the dying man, who 
was a Jew, by the way. However, a pass-
ing Samaritan, considered by the Jews 
to be lower in societal hierarchy than tax 
collectors and outcasts, ran toward the 
man—not away from him. The Samari-
tan bandaged the man’s wounds and took 
him to an inn where he paid the innkeep-
er to care for him. 

Jesus asks the lawyer who behaved like a 
neighbor. The lawyer replies, “The one 
who showed mercy. …” Then Jesus said 
to him, “Go and do the same” (v. 37). 

In telling the parable of the Good Samar-
itan, Jesus accomplished many objectives. 
Jesus broadened the concept of neighbor 
for the Jews, He challenged the lawyer’s 
personal prejudice, and He illustrated 
the need for a Savior in that relying on 
his own merits, the lawyer could never 
live according to God’s law. 

The importance of the love-your-neigh-
bor concept—a neighbor being someone 
who is perhaps not of your particular 
race—is further defined and understood 
in and by Matthew 22:36–40 when Jesus 
is asked, “What is the greatest command-
ment of all?” 

And He said to him, “‘You shall love 
the Lord your god with all your 
heart, and with all your soul, 
and with all your mind.’ This is the 
great and foremost commandment. The 
second is like it, ‘You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself.’ On these two 
commandments depend the whole Law 
and the Prophets.” 

All that to say: 

We should strive to love 
people of other races 
to the same degree  
we love ourselves. 

The OT Jews refused to associate with 
the Samaritans—people they deemed to 
be of an inferior race. Jesus rebukes such 
inner attitudes. Are there any people 
with whom you refuse to associate today? 

VII. �RACISM: ITS  
NEGATIVE RESULTS 

When believers act out in ways racist or 
partial, the following deleterious results 

occur relative to the overall witness of the 
body of Christ: 

A.	 PARTIALITY POLITICIZES 
THE BELIEVER 

Partiality sucks away the very lifeblood 
of spirituality. No longer is spirituality 
the most important consideration: status 
is. But remember, who you are in Amer-
ican life is far less important than who 
you are in Christ. 

B.	 PARTIALITY POLLUTES  
THE BELIEVER 

Being a spiritually hungry believer is 
much better than being a “who’s-who” 
believer. Too many Churches have be-
come ineffective “Christian” country 
clubs. Lost in their partiality is their 
mandate for missions and their fervor 
to win souls for Christ! Christianity 
becomes a comfort zone where we only 
hang out with our friends of a similar 
social-economic status—and such is of 
far greater importance to us than the dis-
comfort of cross-cultural evangelism. 

C.	 PARTIALITY PREEMPTS  
THE BELIEVER 

James 4:6 states that “God is opposed 
to the proud but gives grace to 
the humble.” As said previously, par-
tiality stems from attitudes of superiority, 
and superiority is based in pride. Don’t 
miss the severity of this passage, which 
indicates that God is actually working 
against those who have hearts of superi-
ority. He only works through those who 
are dead to self and alive in Christ (Gala-
tians 2:20). 

VIII. SUMMARY 

May God grant us an increased discern-
ment relative to the devastating socially 
dividing, mission-stalling sin of partiali-
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ty! The nation Israel totally corrupted her 
purpose for existence via self-exaltation 
and Gentile condescension. Partiality to-
tally corrupted her! Proverbs 24:23 states, 
To show partiality in judgment is not 
good. 

Three takeaway applications follow. 

First, each of us must take a self-invento-
ry: the remedy for racism starts with me 
and a biblically based theology relative 
to the sin of partiality. As a believer, do 
I have this understanding and theology in 
my heart? Do I view other races as equal 
to mine? There is no worse witness than 
someone who names the name of Christ 
but is demeaning to any race of people. 
Such an attitude reeks with hypocrisy giv-
en its underlying theology.

Secondly, the remedy for racism has more 
to do with evangelism than public policy. 
Racism is a form of partiality that stems 
from man’s fallen nature. Only through 

the power of the cross can the nature of 
a person be changed from the inside out. 
Certainly, laws pertaining to discrimina-
tion have their place and are necessary, 
but they will never eradicate the problem 
from society—so don’t think the answer 
is in more legislation. It is not. The wise 
public servant will therefore always work 
toward religious freedom and incentiviza-
tion of the Church, so that it can best fa-
cilitate evangelism and change hearts. 

Thirdly, we cannot expect the secular hu-
manists, those who are steeped in an ide-
ology of evolution, to get this right or to 
model anything different than what their 
evolutionary theory has taught them. 
Conversely, it is incumbent on believers 
to model cross-cultural acceptance and 
impartiality. Being impartial is a matter 
of obedience to God. So then, what are 
you doing that is deliberately cross-cul-
tural? May God grant us great wisdom in 
this area—and a heartfelt love for others 
of different races. Amen.


