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The legitimacy of the Christian faith rests on the fin-
ished work of Christ on our behalf. His conquest over 

sin is authenticated by His rising from the dead; therefore, 
the resurrection is the crux of Christianity. In contrast to 
other major religions of the world—all of which are works-
based, soteriological systems—it follows that without the 
resurrection an individual remains in his or her sin, unac-
ceptable to a holy, righteous God. The focus of this study is 
the biblical understanding of faith—which Scripture refers 
to as the faith. Specifically, we examine the biblical passages 
that relate to the faith and the fact that believers have been 
entrusted as His ambassadors with the faith. 

What are the implications of the faith in your life? 
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MINISTRY UPDATE

Capitol Ministries 
Makes Inroads into 
the 10/40 Window 
Following Historic 

Asia Conference

KATHMANDU, NEPAL — 
Capitol Ministries is witnessing 
promising new opportunities to 
expand its mission throughout 
the 10/40 Window, one of the 
world’s most challenging regions 
for Christian ministry, following 
an Asia Ministry Leader Training 
Conference held September 
28–30 in Kathmandu, Nepal.

The conference brought together 
65 participants representing 19 
Asian nations, including Vietnam, 
Thailand, Laos, Taiwan, South 
Korea, India, Bhutan, Pakistan, 
Bangladesh, and others.

The 10/40 Window, stretching 
across North Africa, the Middle 
East, and Asia, is home to billions 
of people, including many of the 
world’s least-reached populations. 
In several countries, government 
restrictions and religious 
opposition present significant 
challenges to Christian ministry.

Organized by Kumar Praja, 
Capitol Ministries Director of 
Asia, the conference equipped 

I. INTRODUCTION 

Many people embrace some kind of reli-
gious faith. However, we must each ask 
this discerning question: “Is my faith 
saving faith?” The Bible says directly 
that not all faith is saving faith (Mat-
thew 7:21–23). Therefore, the basis of 
our faith is vital. For that reason, what 
is unhelpful is the descriptor that is of-
ten bandied about in politeness: “He 
or she is a person of faith.” That state-
ment is far too broad and doesn’t really 
mean anything in terms of accurately 
telegraphing a person’s eternal destiny. 
You can be a person of faith but not be 
saved! Faith is an indefinite term. The 
Bible says the proper object of our faith 
must be what is repeatedly referred to as 
the faith, adding the definite article the. 

II. �UNDERSTANDING  
THE TERM: THE FAITH 

If Scripture refers to true and saving 
faith in Jesus Christ as the faith, what 
then does God expect of His followers 
in terms of their responsibility regard-
ing the faith? This study will attempt to 
answer that question. 

Notice in this regard Jude 3 in the New 
Testament (NT): 

Beloved, while I was making every ef-
fort to write you about our common 
salvation, I felt the necessity to write 
to you appealing that you contend ear-
nestly for the faith which was once for 
all handed down to the saints. 

Jude’s epistle is best summarized as “The 
Acts of the Apostates.” Jude was Jesus’ 
half-brother and converted after the res-
urrection of Christ (contra. John 7:1–9; 
Acts 1:14). In his one-chapter NT letter, 
he outlines the characteristics of false 
faith (which eventually defects) and 
calls all believers, even those in the Cap-

itol community, to fight for the faith—
the one and only true faith. 

This important word combination the 
faith is hugely pregnant with this spe-
cial meaning as it is used repeatedly 
throughout the NT. The faith means 

“the whole body of revealed salvation 
truth contained in the Scriptures.” 

Again, faith is used 
in Scripture with a 

definite article (the), 
not an indefinite one, in 
order to emphasize the 
biblical singularity of 

true saving faith. 

Scripture knows nothing of a religious 
philosophy that says, “All roads lead to 
heaven.” 

The Greek construction of the last 
clause of Jude 3 literally reads, the faith 
which was once for all handed down 
to the saints, emphasizing the finality 
of God’s revelation of true saving faith. 
The Scriptures reveal the way of true 
salvation and are not to be added to or 
deleted from (Revelation 22:18–19). 
That is to say, the faith is inalterable! 
In contrast, cults have three common 
alterations: an additional, supposedly 
authoritative “revelation”; a redefinition 
of the person of Christ; a redefinition of 
the work of Christ. 

The term the faith appears in the follow-
ing NT passages. 

A.	 GALATIANS 1:23 

But only, they kept hearing, “He who 
once persecuted us is now preaching the 
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Every believer has been 
entrusted to protect and 
convey the singularity of 

true saving faith!

2 Timothy 1:13–14

Retain the standard 
of sound words which 
you have heard from 
me, in the faith and 

love which are in 
Christ Jesus. Guard, 

through the Holy Spirit 
who dwells in us, the 

treasure which has been 
entrusted to you.

faith which he once tried to destroy.” 

This verse refers to Paul, who, after his 
conversion, resided in Arabia where he 
received three years of instruction from 
the Lord. When he returned, the above 
passage was the response of the church-
es. Notice they called belief in Christ 
the faith. 

B.	 EPHESIANS 4:4–5 

There is … one Lord, one faith, one 
baptism. 

This emphatic statement by Paul to the 
Ephesian church declares there is only 
one legitimate saving faith. 

C.	 EPHESIANS 4:11–13 

And He gave some … as pastors and 
teachers for the equipping of the saints 
for the work of service, to the building 
up of the body of Christ; until we all 
attain to the unity of the faith, and of 
the knowledge of the Son of God, to a 
mature man. 

Notice the contextual use of the faith. 
The word unity precedes it. Without 
doctrinal homogeneity or a common 
understanding of what the faith consists 
of, there cannot be an essential unity in 
the body of Christ. True biblical unity 
stems from a common belief in the faith, 
(or as we will see, the synonym “sound 
doctrine”). Notice further from this 
passage that unity in the faith stems 
from the under shepherds God has giv-
en to His Church—pastor-teachers. As 
they teach God’s Word, the followers 
of Christ are grounded in the faith, re-
sulting in a unified body of believers. A 
failure to teach the emphatic singulari-
ty of genuine, saving faith only leads to 
doctrinal confusion and division and 
subsequent disunity of the body. 

D.	 PHILIPPIANS 1:27 

Only conduct yourselves in a manner 
worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that 
whether I come and see you or remain 
absent, I will hear of you that you are 
standing firm in one spirit, with one 
mind striving together for the faith of 
the gospel. 

In this passage the faith and the gospel 
are synonymous terms with a singu-
lar, definite article and understanding. 
Note what precedes these synonymous 
terms in the passage: striving togeth-
er (sunathleó), which means, “to labor.” 
The word connotes a team’s struggling 
for victory against a common foe. Jude 
puts this same emphasis with the faith 
in Jude 3 (as previously mentioned). 
Again, note what it states here: 

I felt the necessity to write to you ap-
pealing that you contend earnestly for 
the faith which was once for all handed 
down to the saints. 

One Greek word (epagónizomai) used 
in this passage is translated into two En-
glish words: contend earnestly, which 
means “an intense contest.” The recur-
ring application is that the believer is 
to strive and contend with others who 
are misleading in order to accurately 
preserve and convey the faith to be-
lievers and unbelievers alike. Jude, like 
Paul at the conclusion of 2 Timothy, is 
writing to refute the false teachers who 
were misleading many who needed to 
know the way of true salvation. Accord-
ingly, believers are to wage spiritual war 
against apostates, those who preach a 
counterfeit gospel, which deceives and 
leads others astray. To cower from this 
task is to be less than spiritually mature 
in Christ and to play into the hands of 
Satan, who is the father of lies (Revela-
tion 20:1–3). 

For past studies or additional copies, go to capmin.org
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participants with 
biblical and 
practical training 
to establish 
ongoing Bible 
studies among 
political leaders in their 
respective nations.

Capitol Ministries Director 
of Training Brian Solomon and 
CapMin Board Member Pastor 
Sean Arviso provided instruction 
on the biblical mandate for 
reaching political leaders and the 
ministry’s model for establishing 
sustainable discipleship ministries 
within government institutions.

NEW OPPORTUNITIES  
ACROSS ASIA

The conference has already 
generated encouraging reports 
and opened doors for potential 
new ministries.

In India, our ministry leader 
connected with a Christian leader 
involved in organizing prayer 
breakfasts in Parliament and is 
exploring opportunities to go a 
step further and establish regular 
Bible studies.

In South Korea, Thailand, and 
Taiwan, participating pastors 
are pursuing relationships with 
political leaders and developing 
plans to introduce Capitol 

It is, therefore, critical 
for ministries among 
public servants to be 

careful to teach sound 
doctrine. Not only are 

individual spiritual 
destinies at stake, but 

so are national policies. 

E.	 1 TIMOTHY 4:1–2 

But the Spirit explicitly says that in 
later times some will fall away from 
the faith, paying attention to deceit-
ful spirits and doctrines of demons, by 
means of the hypocrisy of liars. 

Paul’s instruction to Timothy, who is 
pastoring those recovering from false 
teachers in Ephesus, presents a clear 
contrast between true saving faith—the 
faith—and the prevalence and reality of 
the existence of un-saving, false faith or 
the deceiving false doctrines of salvation 
propagated by lying, hypocritical spiri-
tual leaders. The later times refers to the 
period between the First and Second 
Comings of Christ (cf. Acts 2:16–17; 
Hebrews 1:1–2; 9:26; 1 Peter 1:20; 1 
John 2:18). Therefore, this passage is 
descriptive of the prevalence and reali-
ties of false faith common in the age in 
which we live, the Church Age. 

III. �THE BELIEVER’S 
RESPONSIBILITY  
TO THE FAITH 

First John 2:12–13 is a wonderful pas-
sage relative to our self-evaluation of 
spiritual maturity in regard to ascertain-
ing true saving faith—the faith— from 
false faith that deceives and does not 
save. Notice that such discernment is a 

determining factor relative to a person’s 
level of spiritual maturity. 

I am writing to you, little children, be-
cause your sins have been forgiven you 
for His name’s sake. I am writing to 
you, fathers, because you know Him 
who has been from the beginning. I am 
writing to you, young men because you 
have overcome the evil one. 

From the above passage, what does John 
say are the three biblical levels of spiritu-
al maturity and what characterizes each? 
Note the answer in the chart below. 

The little child in Christ knows his 
sins are forgiven and that Jesus loves 
him. However, false doctrine easily de-
ceives him because he has little spiritu-
al discernment. He knows neither the 
Scriptures nor the singularity of saving 
faith—nor that the evil one is out to de-
ceive him. 

In fact, this discernment is what differ-
entiates the young man from the child. 
The young man no longer falls prey to 
Satan’s trickery of false doctrine! He is 
spiritually perceptive to sound doctrine! 
Lastly, the father is more mature than 
the child and the young man because Continued on next page

Little Child............�Knows his sins 
are forgiven

Young Man.............�Has overcome 
the evil one

Father.......................Knows Him

LEVEL OF 	  
MATURITY 	 DESCRIPTION�
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Ministries Bible studies.
One particularly remarkable 

opportunity emerged in a 
predominantly Muslim country, 
where approximately 96 percent 
of the population follows 
Islam. Local pastors identified 
23 Christian members of 
parliament who could potentially 
benefit from systematic biblical 
teaching and help open doors for 
Capitol Ministries to establish a 
discipleship ministry within the 
nation’s government. For security 
reasons, certain ministry details 
are being withheld.

Participants from Vietnam 
and Cambodia also shared 
remarkable testimonies of 
faith and perseverance despite 
challenging political and religious 
environments. Reflecting on the 
conference, Kumar Praja expressed 
gratitude for the response and the 
opportunities already emerging.

“We have to give glory to our 
God only! Such a great teaching 
event we had in Kathmandu! It is 
only because of God’s grace and 
because of your prayer support.”

Praja reported that participants 
have already begun contacting 
him about establishing Bible 
studies in their national capitals.

A SIGNIFICANT STEP  
INTO THE 10/40 WINDOW

Danielle Drollinger, Capitol 
Ministries President, who 
participated in the conference, 
expressed excitement about 
the ministry’s expanding 
opportunities in Asia.

“I am still overwhelmed by 
what God is doing in Asia. These 
men understood the vision and 
were ready to act. Their response 
was, ‘We get the biblical mandate. 

the father in the faith has both a bibli-
cal and experiential understanding of 
God in his life. My point is that young 
men and fathers can discern truth from 
error; they are wise to Satan’s schemes. 

Babes are not. So, how do you score 
your spiritual maturity? 

Again, Ephesians 4:5 states there is one 
Lord, and one faith. Is not Paul declar-
ing this to the recovering from false doc-
trine Church at Ephesus in large part to 
set straight and defend the purity of the 
faith from erroneous faith? That is pre-
cisely the same purpose in Jude’s epistle 
wherein he calls the Church to build 
yourselves up on your most holy faith 
(v. 20). Build (epoikodomeó) literally 
means, “to build a house.” 

Could you compete 
in a congressional 

election if you hadn’t 
first prepared? 

How can you succeed as a believer if 
you do not prepare yourself with Scrip-
tural truth? Peter adds perspective as 
he underscores this same idea in his 
epistle to believers, charging them to 
always being ready to make a defense 
(1 Peter 3:15). Defense (apologia) can 
be translated as “answer.” The English 
word “apologetics” comes from this 
Greek word, which means “the branch 
of theology that deals with the defense 
and proof of Christianity.” Combined, 
Jude and Peter charge believers to build 
themselves up with answers in order to 
maintain the message of the Gospel that 
is biblically accurate and salvific to the 
souls of individuals! 

These aforementioned passages—and 
their sheer volume regarding the im-
portance of sound doctrine—serve to 
illustrate the necessity of ministries and 
ministers in the Capitol being about the 
same! 

False worship brought 
a curse on Israel in 
the Old Testament. 

How important then 
is it that ministers and 
ministries on the Hill 
be characterized by 

sound doctrine? 

It follows that God hates false doctrine, 
and that false teachers who teach a false 
saving faith actually serve to harm not 
only the spiritual life of individuals but 
also the health of a nation. Sound doc-
trine is essential to God’s blessing our 
nation! What then are the implications 
of the faith relative to a teacher’s effica-
cious ministry on the Hill? There are at 
least three significant points. 

A.	 THE PUBLIC SERVANT MUST 
KNOW SOUND DOCTRINE 

Ephesians 4:14–15 says: As a result, we 
are no longer to be children, tossed 
here and there by waves and carried 
about by every wind of doctrine, by the 
trickery of men, by craftiness in deceit-
ful scheming: but speaking the truth in 
love, we are to grow up in all aspects 
into Him who is the head, even Christ. 

One commentator states well the intent 
of this passage: 

For past studies or additional copies, go to capmin.org
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We’re ready. Let’s do this!’ The 
Lord brought everything together 
for His glory, and I believe we 
will look back on this conference 
as the beginning of something 
extraordinary in the 10/40 
Window.”

The conference also highlighted 
the growing need for translated 
Bible study materials, with six 
additional language translations 
identified as immediate priorities.

Brian Solomon summarized 
the significance of the gathering 
in one memorable statement: 

“Capitol Ministries makes a run at 
the 10/40 Window.”

Please pray for Kumar Praja and 
the Asia leadership team, for the 
protection of ministry leaders 
serving in sensitive countries, 
and for God to open doors for 
His Word to be proclaimed with 
boldness among those in authority 
throughout the 10/40 Window 
and the world.

Spiritually immature believers 
who are not grounded in the 
knowledge of Christ through 
God’s Word are inclined to un-
critically accept every sort of 
beguiling doctrinal error and fal-
lacious interpretation of Scrip-
ture promulgated by deceitful, 
false teachers in the Church. 
They must learn discernment.1 

What a superb, powerful quotation! 
First Thessalonians 5:21–22 echoes 
this warning to know sound doctrine 
from false doctrine: examine every-
thing carefully; hold fast to that which 
is good; abstain from every form of evil. 

Similar to the public servant’s scrupu-
lous analysis of every new bill presented 
in committee, the believer in the Capi-
tol must examine the veracity of every 
proffered philosophy. How? Colossians 
3:16 states: 

Let the word of Christ richly dwell 
within you, with all wisdom teaching 
and admonishing one another. 

The mature-in-Christ public servant is 
characterized by his or her motive and 
discipline for studying the Word of 
God. No longer is he or she dominated 
by a “What’s-in-this-book-for-me?” idea 
of God’s Word, or “What devotional 
thought might it have for me today?” 
That is all fine and good, but a personal 
quest for Scripture must go way beyond 
that mindset. In order to best do the job 
of serving our nation, the public servant 
must possess an attitude of, “How can 
I learn the Word in order to ascertain 
truth from error?” (cf. 2 Timothy 2:2). 
There must be more to our pursuit of 
Bible study than self-help; we pursue 
Bible study to gain and maintain sound 
doctrine. 

B.	 HE MUST BE ABLE  
TO DISCERN TRUTH  
FROM ERROR 

Here is the second implication of the 
faith to a believer on the Hill. First John 
4:1 says: 

Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but 
test the spirits to see whether they are 
from God, because many false prophets 
have gone out into the world. 

This attitude characterized the Chris-
tians residing in Berea. Luke cites their 
craving and discernment regarding 
God’s truth saying: 

They received the word with great ea-
gerness, examining the Scriptures dai-
ly to see whether these things were so 
(Acts 17:11). 

The word test (dokimazō) in 1 John 
4:1 stems from the world of metallur-
gy, signifying the discipline of assaying 
the purity and value of metals. Similarly, 
believers need to test all doctrinal teach-
ings against the Word of God, possess-
ing a critical eye of approval or rejection 
in a spirit of love, not self-righteousness. 
As an essential addendum consider this: 
critical judgment when based in a gen-
uine love for people is not a negative 
characteristic. We assay nearly every-
thing in life—from donut shops to mar-
riage partners. What then is wrong with 
judging Bible teachers and their teach-
ings according to the Scripture? After 
all, spiritual teachings harbor eternal 
destinies! 

Matthew 24:5 and 11 add still more to 
our understanding of this matter: 

“For many will come in My name, say-
ing, ‘I am the Christ,’ and will mislead 
many. … Many false prophets will arise, 
and will mislead many.” 
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The very nature of being misled or de-
ceived is our failure to realize it, which 
stems from an underlying ignorance or 
naiveté of and concerning the Word of 
God. 

In Acts 20:29 Luke records Paul as 
having said to the Ephesian elders be-
fore their failing encounter with false 
teachers: 

“I know that after my departure savage 
wolves will come in among you, not 
sparing the flock.” 

Even though Paul warned the Church 
leaders to “be on the alert” and 
even  though he had spent three years 
building them up in the faith (v. 31), 
years later they were still deceived by 
false doctrine! Subsequent to the take-
over by the false teachers, Paul hand-
ed Timothy the keys to the Ephesian 
Church. In 1 Timothy 1:20, we find 
that Paul had not tolerated these faith-
less men and had thrown them out! 
Believers must possess the personal and 
theological ability to ascertain spiritual 
truth. 

The degree to which 
Satan is clever and 

beguiling is the degree 
to which believers 

need to be wise and 
discerning. 

C.	 HE MUST BE ABLE TO 
CONFRONT ERROR 

The third implication of the faith to 
the believer in the Capitol means not 
only that he knows sound doctrine and 

is able to discern truth from error, but 
that he is not passive. He is courageous 
in his confronting of false doctrine. 
Second Corinthians 10:5 states in this 
regard: 

We are destroying speculations and 
every lofty thing raised up against the 
knowledge of God, and we are taking 
every thought captive to the obedience 
of Christ. 

Here again this verse reveals the aggres-
sive character that is biblically appro-
priate in the war against false doctrine. 
In Hosea 4:6, God said of the spiritual 
leaders of Israel: 

My people are destroyed for lack of 
knowledge. Because you have rejected 
knowledge, I also will reject you from 
being My priest. 

This passage also applies to believers 
today. God expects His followers to be 
loyal to Him! He does not look kindly 
upon believers who take an apathetic or 
passive view relative to defending the 
faith! Mature followers of Christ are 
not to be ignorant nor cowardly, sitting 
passively by in the locker room while 
Satan’s false teachers run the field! In 1 
Timothy 1:18 Paul says to Timothy: 

This command I entrust to you, Tim-
othy, my son, in accordance with the 
prophecies previously made concern-
ing you, that by them you fight the 
good fight. 

Paul is charging Timothy to remem-
ber he is called of God to be a fighter 
for the faith. Every believer is called to 
protect the purity of true saving faith, 
which is this: for each of us to put our 
trust in Christ alone for the forgiveness 
of sin. 

In 1 Timothy 6:12 Paul echoes the 
same directive: Fight the good fight of 
faith. The word fight (agónizomai) is 
the root from which the English word 
agonize is derived, which means “to 
contend perseveringly against oppo-
sition and temptation.” It refers to the 
concentration, discipline and extreme 
effort needed to win. In a larger sense, 
the good fight of faith refers to the spir-
itual conflict with darkness—a fight in 
which all mature believers are engaged. 

Finally, Paul provides Timothy with 
capstone insights into successfully en-
tering and winning the battle for the 
faith. Second Timothy 1:13–14 states: 

Retain the standard of sound words 
which you have heard from me, in the 
faith and love which are in Christ Je-
sus. Guard, through the Holy Spirit 
who dwells in us, the treasure which 
has been entrusted to you. 

These verses sum up one of the most 
poignant aspects of leadership in God’s 
work. Guard (phulax) means “to pro-
tect.” Paul refers to the faith as a trust 
of which Timothy is to be a protec-
tor. The word entrusted is comprised 
of two roots, para “with” and tithémi 

“to put.” Combined they mean “to put 
with” or a “deposit.” 

He calls the faith the treasure. God has 
placed with us, i.e., put with us, a trea-
sure, and we are to guard it! Herein is 
a beautiful picture portraying a tremen-
dously serious responsibility. Properly 
understood this trust means every be-
liever—especially one who is a lead-
er—has a sacred responsibility to be a 

“protector of the deposit.” That respon-
sibility implies warding off those who 
attempt to steal the treasure. 
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IV. SUMMARY 

Knowing our biblically mandated re-
sponsibilities, may we meditate on the 
gravity and sobering importance of ev-
ery believer having been entrusted with 
the faith! Like all believers, we should 
crave sound doctrine and possess anten-
nas for error; we must steadfastly guard 
and protect the purity of the faith. Re-
member it was our Lord who said of 
Himself, “I am the way, and the truth, 
and the life: no one comes to the Father 
but through Me” ( John 14:6). Make no 
mistake here; every believer has been 
entrusted to protect and convey the sin-
gularity of true saving faith! 

We cannot expect 
healthy Christians in 

the Capitol community 
if we do not first insist 
on biblically accurate 

ministers and ministries! 

Failing at this insistence means those 
who are charged with civil government 
leadership will be less than spiritually 
healthy and, therefore, less than effec-
tive in leading our great nation. Let us 
not compromise but insist on only the 
best Bible teachers and Bible teaching 
in our midst—if for no other reason 
than the health of the nation! Amen. 

1. John MacArthur, MacArthur Study Bible: New American Standard Version (Thomas Nelson, 2006), 1778.



