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Solomon at his throne, painting by Andreas Brugger, 1777

Proverbs 14:34 contains a sound political maxim, the
simplicity of which is often overlooked: personal righteousness
in the population—both in citizens and leaders—is the single
most important quality any country can possess! This virtue,
states Solomon, is preeminent to everything else, because

Righteousness exalts a nation, but sin is a disgrace to any people.

The writer of Proverbs, King Solomon, whom Scripture states
was the wisest man to ever live, proclaims in this passage that
personal righteousness is the most important ingredient—and
should be the focus of its people—in order to achieve the
advancement of any given nation. Solomon does not say that
the presence of natural resources exalts a nation, nor does he
say it is attributable to the excellence of its education system, as
important as those are. Rather, personal righteousness is what is
the most important! All else hinges on the integrity and honesty
of a nation’s leaders and its citizenry, especially as it pertains to
a nation’s long-term economic viability. Note the democracies
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MINISTRY UPDATE

“I'm So Glad This
Exists”— Ministry

to Political Leaders
Resonates at SBC

At the Southern Baptist Conven-
tion (SBC) Annual Meeting in

Dallas, TX, Capitol Ministries
marked its largest-ever presence
at a national event, engaging
with hundreds of pastors, church
leaders, and laypeople interested
in bringing the Gospel to politi-
cal leaders.

“This was by far the largest
conference we've ever exhibited
at,” said Cheyne Day, Minis-
try Leader for Arkansas. “The
response was overwhelming.
People were excited to learn that
this ministry even exists.”

The SBC annual meeting,
held June 8-11 in Dallas, drew
an estimated 10,600 registered

“messengers,” who represent
Southern Baptist churches across
the USS.

Capitol Ministries, which
has exhibited at this event three
years in a row, was represented
by eight team members: Cheyne
and Misty Day, John and Pam

Continued on page 4

Righteous Leadership Exalts a Nation

where a lack of righteousness exists—instead where corruption exists—and what it does
to the nation. This is basic but, again, often overlooked.

I trust you'll find the priority and insight of this study profoundly impactful upon your

thinking. Read on, my friend.

@ :

Ralph Drollinger

I. INTRODUCTION

There are five specific traits of righteousness
that must characterize a nation’s leaders in
order for it to prosper, in this case, per the
subject of this series, economically; accord-
ingly, each of the five will be examined in
detail. These then are the qualities that ful-
fill the promise Solomon is making in the
above passage, what it is that specifically
exalts a nation.

The Greek word for righteousness
(dikaiosune) is used eighty-six times in the
New Testament (NT). The simplest and
casiest way to remember the definition of
this word is “right-way-ness.” Careful ob-
servation of Proverbs 14:34 (quoted in the
preamble) reveals a nationalistic summa-
tion of the cause-and-effect relationship be-
tween righteousness and exaltation. Great
nations, great leaders, great employees, and
great family members are always character-
ized by the following biblical characteristics
of righteousness—that’s what makes them
great! (I have visited many democratically
governed nations where righteousness does
not exist to the degree it should, and it is
easy to see how the nation is hindered as a
result.) It should also be noted at the outset
that there are many who practice the fol-
lowing five characteristics of biblical righ-
teousness, borrowing from the heavenly
Author of such, but yet give no attribution
to their source.

In an individual sense, when a leader lives in
alignment with God’s character, he places

himself in a position to be blessed by God,
whereas unrighteous leaders are never in
a place or position wherein God can ex-
tend them His divine favor in as gracious a
proportion.

Per Proverbs 14:34, it follows that a nation’s
proportion of blessing is directly related
to, and tantamount to the sum total of, the
righteousness quotient of its individual
leaders. It is only when a nation is bless-
ed with high-principled individuals that
it places itself in a position to gain God’s
bestowal of blessing and favor, of overall
well-being. This specifically includes its eco-
nomic well-being.

The long-term exaltation
of a nation is intrinsically
intertwined with the
righteousness of its leaders.

Given this cut-to-the-chase analysis of a
nation’s greatest need, the question quickly
becomes one of how righteousness is best
formed in the life of leaders. It follows as
we will see, the critical, preeminent duty of
all believers is to witness for Christ and lead
others to Him; in essence, it is to win souls
for Christ in the citizenry and especially its
political leaders! Conversion of the soul,
Solomon will postulate, not moral foist-
ing, is the only way to breed lasting, righ-
teous individuals. When a person comes
to Christ, he or she is indwelt by the Holy
Spirit, who empowers a person to live righ-
teously. Therefore, in our composite nation
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(one composed of both Church and state
but institutionally separated), the state is
dependent on believers to diligently evange-
lize and disciple the unregenerate citizenry.
It follows that the degree to which believers
are faithful evangelizers and disciplers is di-
rectly proportional in the long term to the
degree of health and well-being of the state.
Proverbs 11:10-11; 28:12; and 29:2 serve
respectively to underscore this critically
important axiom. These are such powerful,
informative passages:

When it goes well with the righteous, the
city rejoices, and when the wicked perish,
there is joyful shouting. By the blessing
of the upright a city is exalted, but by the
mouth of the wicked it is torn down.

When the righteous triumph, there is great
glory, but when the wicked rise, men hide
themselves.

When the righteous increase, the people re-
joice, but when a wicked man rules, people

groan.

As previously evidenced in Proverbs 14:34
and the above passages, one can summarily
conclude the following:

The book of Proverbs
repeatedly screams about
the relationship between
the existence of righteous

governmental leaders

and the overall health
of a city or nation!

Again and again, this simple but profoundly
important connection is woefully under-
emphasized in our increasingly secular cul-
ture—as if character doesn’t matter to the
course of a nation! Furthermore, the above
passages are not about the heavenlies; they
relate to the here and now! Given this clear
and repeated cause-and-effect relationship
between the existence of righteousness in
leaders and the course a country takes, as a
public servant, how are you doing in terms
of your spiritual growth, your maturation in
Christ, and your righteousness quotient?

II. THE PROGENITOR
OF RIGHTEOUSNESS

The necessity of evangelism by the people of
God, so as to birth and develop righteous
individuals in order to achieve an ongoing
healthy, exalted nation, is explicitly articu-
lated in Proverbs 11:30:

The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life,

and he who is wise wins souls.

In beautifully imaging Solomonic poetry,
the picture of 4 tree of life, serves to illus-
trate the far-reaching effects of the fruit of
the righteous. This fruit generally includes
a person’s influence, productivity, instruc-
tion, example, and progeny. But notice
specifically what is added to the definition
of fruit in this particular passage: evange-
lism, or the winning of souls. Herein is yet
another exclamatory underscoring of the in-
tegral relationship between the importance
of evangelism, which again results in the
indwelling Holy Spirit, whom elsewhere
in Scripture is deemed zhe Helper (cf. John
14:26), in order to achieve the outward
manifestations of righteousness in an indi-
vidual and in culture.

May we ‘Seek first His Kingdom and His
righteousness” (Matthew 6:33) not only in
our own lives, but in the lives of others. To
do so is to create an evergreen tree of life in
any given nation! States Charles Bridges in
regard to the absence of soul winning:

The Christian who neglects his broth-
er’s salvation, fearfully hazards [weak-
ens] his own. He is gone back to his
native selfishness, if he does not ex-
hibit that “love and kindness of God
that has appeared unto men.” ... How
poor is the mitre (head dressing) or
the crown; how debasing the wisdom
of the philosopher, the scholar, or
the statesman, compared with this
wisdom!

The most important, the wisest use of one’s
time and resources in the Capitol is that
of winning the lost: creating by the impu-
tation of the Holy Spirit men and women
who will hunger and thirst for righteous-

For past studies or additional copies, go to capmin.org
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Proverbs 14:34

Righteousness exalts a
nation, but sin is a
disgrace to any people.

God-devotion makes
a country strong;
God-avoidance leaves

people weak.
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Strain, Keith and Brenda Hill,
Vashon Hampton, and Torrey
Lewis.

“Our team had great chemis-
try; Day said. “We each brought
different strengths, and we were
constantly handing off conver-
sations to the right person based
on geography or ministry align-
ment. It was seamless.”

——

——
Making Disciples of Jeus Chritin the
‘_"* Political Arena Thegughout thg
k, g

Many attendees were drawn
to the booth, intrigued by Capi-
tol Ministries’ mission of making
disciples of Jesus Christ in the
political arena. “One of the most
common reactions was: ‘I’'m so
glad this exists,” Cheyne Day
said. “Pastors and leaders were
encouraged to hear that we're
non-partisan, and that our focus
is solely on in-depth Bible teach-
ing for public servants, especially
those in often-overlooked local
positions.”

Day noted that many national
leaders begin their careers in lo-
cal government. “That’s why we
focus so much on the grassroots,”
he said. “If we can disciple them
early at the city council, county,
or state level—they’ll be spiritu-
ally grounded by the time they
get to Congress.”

Continued next page
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ness their whole lives! (cf. Matthew. 5:6)
Summarily,

It is the winning of
souls that fosters
righteousness in a nation.

How misguided and biblically uninformed
is the thinking of those who do not prior-
itize evangelism and discipleship, God’s
means of creating righteous individuals!
Rarely is that formula postulated as the
solution to America’s downward trajectory,
her economic woes. Have we not come to
grips with the profundity of these passages?
Do we just not believe them? Perhaps this is
attributable to the famine of biblical litera-
cy in the Capitol and the nation? If indeed
it is righteousness that exalts a nation, is
not the priority of evangelism the key to a
great country more so than any other thing
you might spend your time trying to accom-
plish? What could be a more important use
of your time than soul-winning?

Stemming from the conversion of the soul
and regeneration in Christ, Solomon states
that the five following characteristics of
righteous leadership can take root and have
long-lasting effects. Said another way, when
you unpack the book of Proverbs relative
to this subject, Solomon is saying that it is
these definitive aspects of righteousness
that serve to exalt a nation:

III. FIVE DEFINING CHARACTERISTICS
OF RIGHTEOUSNESS

How do you specifically define what righ-
teousness looks like—what are charac-
teristic manifestations of its presence in a
statesman? What follows are the passages
from Proverbs that have to do with righ-
teousness and define what righteous lead-
ership should look like. In order to exalt a
nation, a leader must be the following.

A. TO BE RIGHTEOUS MEANS YOU
MUST KNOW YOU ARE CALLED
TO SERVE, NOT BENEFIT FROM.

In Proverbs 16:12, Solomon provides in-
sights to his son, Rehoboam, the next

leader of Israel, as to what it is that will es-
tablish and secure his reign, his position of

leadership:

It is an abomination for kings to commit
wicked acts, for a throne is established on
righteousness.

In your heart, public servant, there must be
regard for others whom you serve as being
more important than yourself (cf. Philippi-
ans 2:3fI.). God requires that leaders whom
He appoints to govern a country, His or-
dained institution of the state (cf. Romans
13:1), be a blessing to the people they serve.
Ecclesiastes 8:9 specifically speaks to the
degree of selflessness a leader must possess
in his job: 4 man has exercised authori-
ty over another man to bis hurt. This is a
powerful way of putting it: 4 leader is to be
so selfless that it hurts his own interests! It is
only from this biblical theology, the ensu-
ing knowledge of this biblical theology, his
understanding of this biblical theology, and
his submission to this biblical theology
that he can possibly possess the realization
that God has called him to office to serve
in this way, to this degree. It must cost him
something; it must mean personal sacrifice!
Only then can selfish motives possibly be
eradicated and replaced by the righteous
motives of selfless service commanded of in
Scripture!

If a leader is secure and settled in the fact
that it is God who called him to office, i.e.,
He [God)] puts down one and exalts anoth-
er (Psalm 75:7), then and only then is there
no temptation to engineer his destiny; then
and only then is there no temptation to per-
form the wicked acts often associated with
self-preservation. Here exists the theologi-
cal construct in the inner heart of the leader
who fights off corruption. Be sure of this:

Abominable, wicked acts—
corruption—grows in the soil
of self-preservation, whereas

the soil of “God placed me here
to serve” nurtures a totally
different variety of leader.

The DNA of the latter variety is this: “It is
God who put me here for the betterment of
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others. I understand my calling, and I am
secure in it.” In essence then, believing that
“it is God who placed me here” is the belief
that leads to a throne established on righ-
teousness! If you want to establish yourself
in office, then live securely according to a
proper, theologically based understanding
of your calling. It follows that an office-
holder who is self-centered will become less
established due to his ensuing and inevita-
ble unrighteousness. A recent illustration
of this is a past American president who
promised the nation’s citizens that they
could keep their own doctor and coverage
under his new nationwide insurance plan.
As it turned out, that was not the case, and
he knew it. As a result of his unrighteous
behavior, his approval ratings dropped,
meaning he became less established in of-
fice. The connection is easy to see.

The relationship between righteousness and
being established parallels the previously
seen relationship between righteousness
and exaltation: righteous character and be-
havior lead to being established and being
exalted, both individually and in a nation-
al sense. In summary, righteous behavior
stems from your calling in Christ, knowing
He appointed you to office; it is up to Him
to preserve you in office. Whereas behav-
ing wickedly will stem from thinking you
are self-appointed and, therefore, must be
self-preserving.

B. TO BE RIGHTEOUS MEANS
YOU MUST BE JUST.

A major responsibility of civil government
is the punishment of evildoers (1 Peter
2:13-14). Within that realm of responsibil-
ity is the dispatch of just treatment through
due process. A major responsibility of every
elected official, then, is to make sure the city,
county, state, or nation has an excellent ju-
dicial system, especially God-fearing righ-
teous judges. States Proverbs 20:8 in this
regard:

A king who sits on the throne of justice dis-
perses all evil with his eyes.

From the time of Moses, the leaders of Is-
racl were judges, which also meant they

For past studies or additional copies, go fo capmin.org

were chief executives (and often prophets).
Then, when kings replaced the judges, Is-
rael’s kings would decree justice from their
throne. They were to rule in fear of God. So
it should be today in our lawmaking, en-
forcement, and adjudication. States Prov-
erbs 24:23-25 in this regard:

These also are sayings of the wise. To show
partiality in judgment is not good. He who
says to the wicked, “You are righteous,”
peoples will curse him, nations will abbhor
bim; but to those who rebuke the wicked
will be delight, and a good blessing will

come upon them.

So great should be the judicial righteous-
ness of the aforementioned that they rule
with total social and economic impartiality.

Open your mouth for the mute, for the
rights of all the unfortunate. Open your
mouth, judge righteously, and defend the
rights of the afflicted and needy (Proverbs
31:8-9).

It is only through righteous lawmakers, en-
forcers, and courts that a state can have any
semblance of justice. Judging righteously
stems from righteous leaders for sure. But
how are those righteous leaders created,
raised, and groomed?

How does the state
gain noble leaders?

In God’s design, they are to be manufac-
tured (at the risk of sounding impersonal, I
like the connotations of that word) by the
institution of the Church: God-fearing in-
dividuals are created, raised, and groomed
by the discipleship priorities of believers
in a composite nation wherein exist the
co-abiding institutions of Church and state.
Wise is the state that upholds religious
freedom so as to provide the Church ease
in manufacturing what it most desperately
requires: the next generation of righteous
state leaders. Keep in mind the state is not
tooled by God to create what it most re-
quires for its very survival: righteous, just
leaders. In summary, the second of the five
characteristics of righteousness is justice.

He emphasized the impor-
tance of engaging prospective
CapMin partners at all stages of
their journeys: “We encountered
people who are prepared to enter
ministry, and others who are just
beginning to sense the call. It is
our responsibility to meet them
where they are and walk with
them toward faithful service.”

Capitol Ministries had the
distinct honor of sponsoring a
Breakfast Devotional featuring
former U.S. Secretary of Energy
and former Governor of Texas
Rick Perry. Addressinga room
filled with pastors and laymen,
Secretary Perry delivered a
stirring message on the impor-
tance of spiritual foundations in
leadership.

“In the society we live in today,
there’s a lot of shifting sand
under our feet,” he said. “We
wonder about why we see the
challenges that we have. It’s
really pretty simple. If we would
base our decisions on biblical
principles and implement those,
whether it’s in our personal lives,
our businesses, or our govern-
ment—we’ll be on solid rock.”

N
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Jonathan Zachariou

State Ministry Leader
California

“The Church has, for the most
part, withdrawn from politics and
yet we wonder Why society is in a
moral freefall,” said Pastor Jona-
than Zachariou who is working to
be part of the solution in Califor-
nia as our new ministry leader to
legislators.

“T've always believed that the
Gospel needs to be shared in gov-
ernment, and I believe in believ-
ers—including pastors—running
for office.” Pastor Zachariou said.

“Part of the political debate should
be, “What does the Lord say?
What is ethical? What is right for
people and what is moral?’ We
need the voice of the Lord in
politics.”

Pastor Zachariou walked
the halls of the California State
Capitol in Sacramento for
months, meeting and praying
with people, before starting his
weekly discipleship Bible study
ministry in February 2025. He
has received a warm welcome at
the Capitol, even from legislators
who openly shun God. Part of the
response can be attributed to his
persona—open, congenial, warm
and friendly—while also being

Contin lté’[l nextptzge
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Are you comfortable being a servant (first);
and are you committed to being just? Such
exalts a nation.

C. TO BE RIGHTEOUS MEANS
YOU MUST BE DISCERNING.

It righteousness exalts a nation, then it
follows that good discernment by a public
servant—to associate with people of integ-
rity—is a sure path to national prosperity.
To do otherwise is to be unduly, continually
tempted by evil. “Bad company corrupts
good morals,” candidly states Paul in 1 Cor-
inthians 15:33. Like begets like.

Too often righteous elected
officials associate with or hire
the wrong kind of people who do
not represent their values.

Don’t let that be the case with you. Your
staff must represent your values in order to
be effective in the long run. I am not saying
you should hire only Christians and fire
non-Christians. Such a belief is to endorse
theocracy—a church-controlled state—
which the New Testament does not sup-
port, and neither do I. Sometimes believers,
in their spiritual immaturity, exhibit many
more character flaws than do some nonbe-
lievers, and must be fired. And sometimes
there are nonbelievers who live according
to God’s principles, even though they fail
to give attribution to the Author of those
principles—and they should be hired. The
overarching point is this: be discerning that
the team you build adequately represents
your values.

In Proverbs 25:5 (here, in the context
of training his son), Solomon summari-
ly addresses this very important, timeless
principle:

Take away the wicked before the king,
and bis throne will be established in
righteousness.

It is critically important, a matter of utmost
discernment, whom you hire; they will
shape you to some degree!

Further and very importantly, one specif-
ic form of wickedness before the king is
highlighted several chapters later by Sol-
omon: personal bribery. Bribery can un-
dermine the best of legal constructs; there
is virtually no way for a nation to manage
against bribery apart from previous char-
acter development, given the existence of
private, non-investigatable bank accounts
in countries like Switzerland, Belize, and
Malta. The only way to manage against such
private corruption is through the forma-
tion of convictions against such things in
the heart of those who are bribed. (Keep
in mind, bribery is not a problem with peo-
ple who have no power, but it is with those
who do.) Samuel’s sons took bribes, which
ruined Israel. Bribes can ruin the best of
democracies: witness the recent revelations
of then Vice President Joe Biden’s family
taking bribes from the Chinese government
and the ensuing blind eye treatment of the
Obama administration to unfair trade prac-
tices!! States Solomon in Proverbs 29:4:

The king gives stability to the land by
Justice, but a man who takes bribes over-
throws it.

The wise statesman associates with and
hires people who represent his or her god-
ly character. On the other hand, embracing
wicked people will ruin your office. You are
playing with fire! Far from establishing you,
they will harm you, misrepresent you, and
may even corrupt you! And states Numbers
32:23 in this regard, “dnd be sure your sin
will find you out.” In summary, the third
of the five characteristics of righteousness
is your ability to be discerning and circum-
spect of the influence of others on you. Are
you a servant, just and discerning? Such ex-
alts a nation.

D. TO BE RIGHTEOUS MEANS YOU
MUST HAVE CONVICTIONS.

Whereas convictions are more than having
knowledge of scriptural truths, they are
nothing less. It is only upon deliberate and
courageous implementation that knowl-
edge can become a conviction.
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Like a trampled spring and a polluted well
is a righteous man who gives way before
the wicked (Proverbs 25:26).

To lack conviction as a
believer is often an indication
of biblical illiteracy, if not an
absence of courage.

For a Christian elected official to fall from
his principles—to compromise biblical ab-
solutes—in his policies or interactions with
others grievously tarnishes his testimony,
and I might add, the corporate testimony
of the body of Christ. You form convic-
tions by constant Bible study, prayer, and
meditation. Convictions too are either em-
boldened or weakened in relationship to
fellowship or not with other believers. In
summary, the fourth of the five character-
istics of righteousness is conviction. Are
you a man or woman who is a servant, just,
discerning, and in possession of inalterable
convictions based on God’s Word? Such ex-
alts a nation.

E. TO BE RIGHTEOUS MEANS
YOU MUST BE PRAYERFUL.

The last of the five characteristics of righ-
teousness found in Proverbs is that of being
prayerful. Note Proverbs 15:8-9 in this
regard:

The sacrifice of the wicked is an abomina-
tion to the LORD, but the prayer of the up-
right is His delight. The way of the wicked

is an abomination to the LORD, but He

loves one who pursues righteousness.

In these two back-to-back Proverbs of paral-
lelism, prayer is equated with righteousness
(the second stanzas of both passages). What
every country most needs are men and
women beseeching God’s guidance in their
personal and state affairs. Furthermore, and
very important to understand about this,

The Bible says God only hears
the prayers of leaders and
citizens who are upright and
righteous from His perspective,
meaning they have placed their
faith in Jesus Christ.

Scripture is clear here. For those who are at

odds with God, who passively or actively re-
ject the Son of God, their prayers, beyond

the prayer of repentance, go unheard. (Note

what follows is what the Bible says; this is

not just my personal opinion!)

The LoRD is far from the wicked, but He
hears the prayer of the righteous (Proverbs
15:29).

“We know that God does not bear sinners;
but if anyone is God-fearing and does His
will, He hears him” (John 9:31).

If I regard wickedness in my beart, the
Lorp will not hear; but certainly God
bas heard; He has given heed to the voice
of my prayer. Blessed be God, who has not
turned away my prayer nor His lovingk-
indness from me (Psalm 66:18-20).

He who turns away his ear from listening
to the law, even his prayer is an abomina-
tion (Proverbs 28:9).

But your iniquities have made a separa-
tion between you and your God, and your
sins bave hidden His face from you so that
He does not hear (Isaiah 59:2).

In summary, the fifth of the five charac-
teristics of righteousness is prayerfulness.
Are you a servant, just, discerning, convic-
tion-driven, and prayerful? Such exalts a
nation.

IV. CONCLUSION

It is amazing that way too often personal
righteousness is overlooked as an essential,
preeminent ingredient to the dispatch of
good civil government. But how you pro-
duce such individuals to lead in the state
is more difficult than the simple analysis
of the need. The only sure-based means to
produce these virtues in leaders is through
the evangelism and discipleship efforts of
believers in the lives of other individuals. As
the discipleship priorities, responsibilities,
and manifestations of the Church go, so
goes the state. Put another way:

For past studies or additional copies, go to capmin.org

uncompromising when it comes
to God and His Word. Part of the
welcome, too, can be attributed
to the ground laid by much-loved
Pastor Mike Shreve who served

as CapMin’s ministry leader in
the Capitol for 10 years before
retiring in 2024.

Pastor Zachariou comes to
CapMin with much ministry
experience. He has served as
senior pastor of Davis Christian
Assembly in Davis, CA, for 33
years. He graduated from Betha-
ny University with a Bachelor of
Science degree in theology and
church leadership with a minor in
cross cultural communication. For
years he served as a missionary in
several European nations, concen-
trating mainly on Greece where
he was involved in evangelism,
youth camps, and church plant-
ing. This is the second marriage
for Pastor Zachariou and his wife,
Carmenza. Together they share
ablended family of five children
ranging in age from adults to a
16-year-old.

As for why American culture
continues to slide further away
from God, openly embracing sin
and immorality, for Pastor Zacha-
riou there is no mystery.

“We have abandoned politics as
well as these secular legislators,” he
said. “We have created a vacuum
that has nearly destroyed Cali-
fornia and now we are trying to
figure out how this happened. We
ran away, that’s what happened.
So what is going to fill the void we
created? Christian voices need to
be in the Capitol, and ministry to
unbelieving public servants needs
to become a part of the church’s
mission. My vision for my min-
istry in the Capitol is to keep
shining Jesus as much as possible
with the ultimate goal to strength-
en the walk of believers and to
make Christ known to those who
do not know Him. Christ is the
ultimate solution.”
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Righteous Leadership Exalts a Nation

The state reflects the
collective righteousness
of its people, much more
than it is the cause of it.

This explains why so many democracies
with little or no disciple-making churches
suffer. Put still another way, the heralders of
God’s truth are critically important to the
success of the public servant and the future
of the country. The expositor/instructor of
God’s precepts is the seminal incubator of
a country’s present and future culture. In
Hosea 4:6, God summarily underscores this
principle when He said to His Bible teach-
ers of the time:

My people are destroyed for lack of knowl-
edge. Because you have rejected knowledge,
I also will reject you from being My priest.
Since you have forgotten the law of your
God, I also will forget your children.

This OT passage, which explains the re-
sponsibility of Israel’s priests to the nation’s
citizens, serves to reveal the God-intended
relationship between the Church and the
state today. For the Church to fail to teach
God’s precepts to the leaders of the state is a
sore subject in the eyes of God. It is incum-

bent on the Church to teach God’s precepts
and manufacture righteous leaders and cit-
izens for and in the state. The state itself is
dependent on the Church to do this for her.
It is important to realize that the state is not
in the business of creating its own leaders.

The insight and emphasis of Proverbs re-
garding the health of a state, including its

economic viability, clearly reveals the need
for the continual development of righ-
teous leadership. Definitively, a Solomonic
spectral analysis of righteousness reveals at
least five beautiful colors: service, justice,
discernment, conviction, and prayerfulness.
To what degree does each of these wonder-
ful virtues shine forth in and from your life?

Does your life reveal these characteristics?

To the degree it does, you are adding to the

exaltation of our nation.
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