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Salvation

Meditation and contemplation both take time and 
stillness away from distractions. Jesus practiced 

going to lonely places. This is difficult in our busy elec-
tronic culture and requires discipline motivated by a 
strong thirst after God. Without meditation and con-
templation, we will have Christian information without 
transformation, and we will make the terrible mistake of 
thinking we are what we know. Transformation requires 
the Holy Spirit working in the deep hidden recesses of our 
souls as we soak in God’s truth and gaze upon His beauty. 
This is the way for us to be transfigured from the inside out 
so we reflect His glory. The Bible offers no other way, and 
this way appears to be lost in our “instant grits,” quick-fix 
generation. Those believers who love the Lord supremely 
and long for Him more than anything else travel this an-
cient path to transformation and by doing so find peace 
and rest others suspect must exist but sadly miss. 

– AUTHOR JERRY WHITE 

Still another great insight into knowing Jesus and travel-
ing the highway of spiritual growth is captured by this un-
known author: 

Continued next page
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Each week, elected officials 
from both sides of the 
aisle gather in the heart of 
Washington, D.C. to study 
God’s Word together. We 
recently interviewed Senator 
Steve Daines of Montana to 
hear how this Bible study is 
shaping his faith, leadership, 
and service in Congress. 

Q: How has attending the Bible 
study impacted your personal 
faith journey or help you 
apply biblical principles as you 
carry out your role as a public 
servant? 

Senator Daines: I think one 
of the important impacts is 
keeping us accountable by being 
in the Word of God on a weekly 
basis in the midst of the chaos 
of Washington, D.C. You know, 
we need frequent reminders, 
and in this case, it’s a weekly 
reminder, that God is God, 

PUBLIC SERVANT PROFILE

Interview with 
U.S. Senator Steve 
Daines of Montana

When a believer emphasizes the Word of God at the expense of the per-
sonal presence and guidance of the Holy Spirit, he will dry up. When a be-
liever emphasizes the Holy Spirit at the expense of the Word of God, he will 
blow up. But when the believer emphasizes both, he will grow up.

Ideally, these kinds of summarizing thoughts will aid you in your spiritual pilgrim-
age. This chapter’s topic, related to the basics of salvation, addresses how He saves 
those who believe. How is Jesus’ redeeming work applied to man? How do we know 
if someone is a Christian? God has decreed or ordained a plan of salvation that He 
has revealed to all in the Bible. 

Continued on page 4

I.  GOD’S SOVEREIGNTY IN SALVATION 

A.	GOD’S SOVEREIGN PLAN OF SALVATION 

Look at Romans 8:29–30: 29For those whom He foreknew, He also predestined 
to become conformed to the image of His Son, so that He would be the firstborn 
among many brethren; 30and these whom He predestined, He also called; and 
these whom He called, He also justified; and these whom He justified, He also 
glorified.

Write out the progression of how God brings someone to salvation: 

Verse 29: whom He 

He also 

Verse 30: whom He 

He also 

Read Ephesians 1:4–7: 4Just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the 
world, that we would be holy and blameless before Him. In love 5He predestined 
us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the kind in-
tention of His will, 6to the praise of the glory of His grace, which He freely bestowed 
on us in the Beloved. 7In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgive-
ness of our trespasses, according to the riches of His grace. 

What has been God’s plan before the foundation of the world (v. 4)? 

What is the purpose of His plan of salvation relative to individuals (v. 4)? 

What is the purpose of His plan of salvation relative to Himself (v. 7)? 
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VERSE OF THE WEEK

✚

Faith is required for 
salvation.

Ephesians 2:8–10

For by grace you have been 
saved through faith; and 
that not of yourselves, it 

is the gift of God; not as a 
result of works, so that no 
one may boast. For we are 
His workmanship, created 

in Christ Jesus for good 
works, which God prepared 

beforehand, that we  
would walk in them.

In his classic book, Knowing God, J. I. Packer provides a great definition of grace: 

In the New Testament, grace means God’s love in action toward men 
who merited the opposite of love. Grace means God’s moving heav-
en and earth to save sinners who could not lift a finger to save them-
selves. Grace means God’s sending His only Son to descend into hell 
on the cross so that we guilty ones might be reconciled to God and re-
ceived into heaven. “For he [God] hath made him to be sin for us, who 
knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him”  
[2 Corinthians 5:21 KJV].1

B.	GOD IMPLEMENTS HIS PLAN OF SALVATION 

What does God (the Holy Spirit) do concerning sin? “And He, when He comes, will 
convict the world concerning sin and righteousness and judgment” ( John 16:8). 

Why is the conviction of sin necessary? 
“The heart is more deceitful than all else  

And is desperately sick;  
Who can understand it?” ( Jeremiah 17:9). 

As it is written,  
“There is none righteous, not even one; 

There is none who understands,  
There is none who seeks for God; 

All have turned aside, together they have become useless;  
There is none who does good,  
There is not even one.” 

“Their throat is an open grave,  
With their tongues they keep deceiving,”  

“The poison of asps is under their lips;” 
“Whose mouth is full of cursing and bitterness”; 
“Their feet are swift to shed blood, 
Destruction and misery are in their paths, 
And the path of peace they have not known.” 

“There is no fear of God before their eyes.” 
Now we know that whatever the Law says, it speaks to those who are under the 
Law, so that every mouth may be closed and all the world may become accountable 
to God (Romans 3:10–19). 
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and we are not. And it’s just a 
fundamental principle. Think 
about the Lord’s Prayer—it 
begins with “Our Father who 
art in Heaven,” and it starts 
that way for a reason. It’s just 
reestablishing the truth that 
God is God, He is in control, 
and we are not. That is one very 
important principle that we 
need to be applying daily in our 
lives here in Washington. 

Q: What sets this study 
apart from others that you’ve 
participated in in the past? 

Senator Daines: Well, it’s 
meat. And I think the doctrinal 
depth of the study and pushing 
us to exercise our brain muscles 
is very, very important as we 
seek to love the Lord with all of 
our mind. It’s really developing 
our minds—the minds that 
God gave us—and that’s 
something Ralph challenges us 
in. It’s about becoming better 
students of the Word. And in 
doing so, that understanding 
makes us better at applying it—
we’re applying the truth. 

Q: Why do you believe this 
ministry is especially needed 
today in Congress? 

Senator Daines: Think about 
the myriad of major decisions 
that we make in Washington 
and how we need God’s wisdom 
more than ever before, because 
the decisions that are made here 
not only affect the country but 

What is needed before someone can know the truth? With gentleness correcting 
those who are in opposition, if perhaps God may grant them repentance leading 
to the knowledge of the truth (2 Timothy 2:25). 

Who grants it? 

Read John 1:12–13: 12But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to 
become children of God, even to those who believe in His name, 13who were born, 
not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. Accord-
ing to verse 12, who grants us the right to become children of God? 

How do you reconcile all the previous passages with verse 12, which teaches that 
every individual must receive Christ? Answer: God is the author of the desire and will 
in every individual who eventually receives Christ. This way God gets the glory when 
someone comes to Christ for salvation.

In John 1:13 notice that this right or privilege  
is not granted to us because of the following:

•	 Our birth (born not of blood) 

•	 Our own efforts (the will of the flesh) 

•	 Our own volition (the will of man)  

Who causes growth in a believer? I planted, Apollos watered, but God was causing 
the growth (1 Corinthians 3:6). 

Who will cause the resurrection of the believer to occur? Now God has not only 
raised the Lord, but will also raise us up through His power (1 Corinthians 6:14). 
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have effects on the entire world. 
In dealing with that, we’ve got 
to have God’s wisdom. 

Q: What would you say, Senator, 
to a colleague who might be a 
little bit hesitant about coming 
with you or joining the study? 

Senator Daines: Well, first, I’d 
say it’s a very friendly group. It’s 
a humble group. We’ve had a 
number of members over the 
years who have never, ever even 
studied the Bible before. So, 
whether you come as a relative 
novice or somebody who would 
be skiing the black diamond 
runs as an expert, there’s 
something there for everybody. 
I’ve seen members who have 
never ever studied the Bible. 
This is their first experience 
being in a Bible study, and 
they’ve just flourished in  
doing so. 

Q: If you could sum up the 
study in a sentence or two or 
three, what would it be? 

Senator Daines: One word 
would be effective. Another—if 
you’re allowed to go more 
than one word—I think it’s a 
significant return on investment. 

Another thing: we are just 
thankful for Ralph and Danielle 
and the sacrifice they make in 
commuting back and forth from 
the West Coast to Washington, 
D.C. every week to teach us.  
We are grateful for their service 
and sacrifice. 

C.	GOD CULMINATES HIS PLAN OF SALVATION 

Look again at Romans 8:29: For those whom He foreknew, He also predestined 
to become conformed to the image of His Son, so that He would be the firstborn 
among many brethren. To whose image will believers be ultimately conformed? 

Who will transform every believer? For our citizenship is in heaven, from which 
also we eagerly wait for a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ; who will transform the 
body of our humble state into conformity with the body of His glory, by the exer-
tion of the power that He has even to subject all things to Himself (Philippians 
3:20–21). 

Who delivers the believer to heaven? “Father, I desire that they also, whom You 
have given Me, be with Me where I am, so that they may see My glory which You 
have given Me, for You loved Me before the foundation of the world” ( John 17:24). 

II.  CONVERSION 

Numbers 21:5–9 records how the children of Israel sinned against God, and God 
sent deadly snakes that bit them, bringing death. The people realized their sin and 
asked for deliverance. God instructed Moses to make a fiery bronze serpent, attach it 
to a pole, and when someone was bitten, the person could simply look on it and be 
saved. That “looking and living” illustrates conversion; however, instead of a snake 
on a pole, we have the Son of God on a cross! 

A.	CONVICTION OF SIN IN SALVATION 

What has God given to mankind to reveal their sinfulness? Because by the works 
of the Law no flesh will be justified in His sight; for through the Law comes the 
knowledge of sin (Romans 3:20). 

When the people realized their error in crucifying Christ, how did they feel in their 
hearts? “Therefore let all the house of Israel know for certain that God has made 
Him both Lord and Christ—this Jesus whom you crucified.” Now when they heard 
this, they were pierced to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, 

“Brethren, what shall we do?” (Acts 2:36–37). 



SalvationElected in Eternity—PART 2 OF 12

[          ]6

Raised in the church by a father 
who was a pastor, Jonathan 
felt the tug toward ministry 
early in life. “I kind of grew up 
around the ministry all my life,” 
he recalls. “I had a heart for 
it.” That calling became official 
when he entered seminary at 
18, eventually serving in San 
Diego as an assistant pastor and 
helping to plant churches.

But it was a prayer letter—quiet 
and unassuming—that changed 
the trajectory of his life. It spoke 
of four Alaskan communities 
with churches, parsonages, and 
congregants—yet no pastors. 
Jonathan and his wife began 
praying daily that God would 
send someone. “Never once did 

MINISTRY UPDATE

From San Diego to 
the Frontlines of 
Faith in Alaska:  

The Story of Jonathan 
Fisher, New State 
Ministry Leader 

 for Alaska 

B.	REPENTANCE FROM SIN IN SALVATION 

Why did the tax collector cry out to God? “But the tax collector, standing some 
distance away, was even unwilling to lift up his eyes to heaven, but was beating his 
breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, the sinner!’” (Luke 18:13). 

Read 2 Corinthians 7:9–10: 9I now rejoice, not that you were made sorrowful, but 
that you were made sorrowful to the point of repentance; for you were made sor-
rowful according to the will of God, so that you might not suffer loss in anything 
through us. 10For the sorrow that is according to the will of God produces a repen-
tance without regret, leading to salvation, but the sorrow of the world produces 
death. 

What does godly sorrow over sin produce (v. 10)? 

What does it lead to (v. 10)? 

Repentance means a turning away  
from sin and turning to God. 

C.	TURNING TO CHRIST IN SALVATION 

When anyone who had been bitten by a deadly snake looked at the serpent on the 
pole, he or she was exercising faith in what God said. What promise is given to those 
who call upon the name of the Lord? For “Whoever will call on the name of 
the Lord will be saved” (Romans 10:13). 

Read Romans 10:8–10: 8But what does it say? “The word is near you, in your 
mouth and in your heart”—that is, the word of faith which we are preaching, 
9that if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart that 
God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved; 10for with the heart a person 
believes, resulting in righteousness, and with the mouth he confesses, resulting in 
salvation. Continued next page
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I think it would be us,” he says. 
But two months later, the call 
became clear.

They packed their bags and 
their four children and moved 
from the sun-drenched streets 
of San Diego County to 
Juneau, Alaska—a capital city 
unreachable by road, accessible 
only by boat or plane. “We 
tried to forsake our old identity 
and become Alaskans,” he says. 

“One of the first things we did 
was go outside every day, no 
matter what.”

Now, Jonathan pastors a church 
in Juneau and leads a unique 
ministry to public officials as 
the Capitol Ministries State 
Ministry Leader. Through 
weekly Bible studies and 
pastoral care, he ministers to 
senators and representatives, 
many of whom have spiritual 
struggles hidden behind 
political roles. “They’re just 
like us,” Jonathan says. “They 
have families. They have prayer 
requests. They need someone 
who isn’t chasing an agenda.”

His approach is refreshingly 
simple: show up, love people, 
and let the Holy Spirit do the 
rest. “Sometimes I may be 
teaching something and not 
even realize how the Holy Spirit 
is applying it to their exact 
situation.”

Before becoming Capitol 
Ministries’ State Ministry 

Faith is required for salvation. What must you confess (v. 9)? 

What must you believe (v. 9)? 

Faith means trusting in, clinging to, or  
embracing Jesus Christ who is the object of our faith. 

D.	BECOMING SLAVES TO RIGHTEOUSNESS IN SALVATION 

Read Romans 8:1–2: 1Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who are 
in Christ Jesus. 2For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from 
the law of sin and of death. 

For the believer in Christ, what is the penalty for sin (v. 1)? 

From what two things is the believer free (v. 2)? 

When freed from sin, what does a believer become? And having been freed from sin, 
you became slaves of righteousness (Romans 6:18).

What benefit results? But now having been freed from sin and enslaved to God, 
you derive your benefit, resulting in sanctification, and the outcome, eternal life 
(Romans 6:22). 

Sanctification is the process of being  
conformed to the image of Jesus Christ. Continued next page
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Leader for Alaska, Pastor 
Jonathan regularly attended the 
Bible Study led by Dr. Randy 
Covington in the capital city of 
Juneau. The group—made up 
of 20 consistent participants, 
including legislators, Capitol 
staff, aides, and heads of state 
agencies—gathered to dive 
into the Scriptures. Jonathan 
occasionally filled in for  
Dr. Covington, and in early 
2025, he officially stepped 
into the role of CapMin State 
Ministry Leader.

Age hasn’t been a barrier—
despite his being just 35. “I grew 
a beard to look older,” he jokes. 
But more seriously, he leans 
on Paul’s words to Timothy: 
Let no one look down on your 
youthfulness. “People care 

E.	 EVIDENCES OF SALVATION 

Three important evidences of a true believer are faith that works, love that labors, 
and hope that endures. Constantly bearing in mind your work of faith and la-
bor of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ in the presence 
of our God and Father, knowing, brethren beloved by God, His choice of you  
(1 Thessalonians 1:3–4). 

F.	 TRUE SALVATION CREATES A FAITH THAT WORKS 

What reveals genuine faith? But someone may well say, “You have faith and I have 
works; show me your faith without the works, and I will show you my faith by my 
works” ( James 2:18).

In this you greatly rejoice, even though now for a little while, if necessary, you have 
been distressed by various trials, so that the proof of your faith, being more pre-
cious than gold which is perishable, even though tested by fire, may be found to re-
sult in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ (1 Peter 1:6–7). 

For what did God prepare believers? For we are His workmanship, created in 
Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we would 
walk in them (Ephesians 2:10). 

According to Hebrews 10:39, what will those with true faith experience? But we 
are not of those who shrink back to destruction, but of those who have faith to the 
preserving of the soul (Hebrews 10:39).

G.	TRUE SALVATION CREATES A LOVE THAT LABORS 

Besides faith, what else does God take note of in the believer? For God is not unjust 
so as to forget your work and the love which you have shown toward His name, in 
having ministered and in still ministering to the saints (Hebrews 6:10). 
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Continued from previous pageWho is the source and how is He manifest in the life of a believer? And hope does 
not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out within our hearts 
through the Holy Spirit who was given to us (Romans 5:5). 

What is true of a person who is born of God? Beloved, let us love one another, for 
love is from God; and everyone who loves is born of God and knows God. The one 
who does not love does not know God, for God is love (1 John 4:7–8). 

How does a true believer show love? Little children, let us not love with word or 
with tongue, but in deed and truth. We will know by this that we are of the truth, 
and will assure our heart before Him (1 John 3:18–19). 

H.	TRUE SALVATION CREATES A HOPE THAT ENDURES 

Who does Jesus say will be saved? “You will be hated by all because of My name, 
but it is the one who has endured to the end who will be saved” (Matthew 10:22). 

What gives us our motivation to endure? For it is for this we labor and strive, 
because we have fixed our hope on the living God, who is the Savior of all men, 
especially of believers (1 Timothy 4:10). 

Describe the hope that a Christian has: 

For we through the Spirit, by faith, are waiting for the hope of righteousness (Ga-
latians 5:5). 

But since we are of the day, let us be sober, having put on the breastplate of faith 
and love, and as a helmet, the hope of salvation (1 Thessalonians 5:8). 

more that you love them than 
how much you know,” he says. 

“Truth is truth, whether it’s for 
a child in Sunday school or a 
senator.”

Through all the logistical 
challenges Jonathan remains 
grounded in the mission: to 
serve wherever God places him. 

“It’s an honor to serve the Lord 
here,” he says. “This is home. 
This is where God put us.”

Thanks to the support of 
Representative George 
Rauscher, who graciously hosts 
the meetings, Capitol Ministries 
Bible studies have found a 
consistent home in the state 
Capitol. “Without him, I’m 
not sure we’d be able to meet,” 
Jonathan shares, underscoring 
the powerful impact that 
spiritual and civic partnerships 
can have in opening doors for 
meaningful ministry.

Capitol Ministries Ministry 
Leaders are self-supporting 
missionaries. Please scan the  
QR code if you would like to 
support the work of Pastor 
Jonathan Fisher in Alaska.
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MINISTRY LEADER PROFILE

Joseph Green
State Ministry Leader

Pennsylvania 

Helping believers understand 
what a Christian worldview 
is and why it’s important for 
all who profess Christ to have 
one is a high priority for Dr. 
Joseph Green in his discipleship 
ministry to Pennsylvania 
legislators.

In teaching biblical foundations 
classes over the years, Dr. 
Green has discovered that 
many Christians do not fully 
understand the concepts of 

“apologetics” or a “Christian 
worldview.” What results is a 
disconnect between who they 
profess to be and how they 
behave. His mission is to help 
believers “connect the dots” by 
teaching them that Christian 
apologists “contend for the 
faith” and believers who hold 
a biblical worldview allow the 
faith they confess to shape how 
they perceive the world.

So that being justified by His grace we would be made heirs according to the hope 
of eternal life (Titus 3:7). 

I.	 TRUE SALVATION CREATES THREE ATTRIBUTES THAT ABIDE 

What three attributes did Paul notice about the Colossians? Since we heard of your 
faith in Christ Jesus and the love which you have for all the saints; because of the 
hope laid up for you in heaven, of which you previously heard in the word of truth, 
the gospel (Colossians 1:4–5). 

III.  APPLICATION 

God is sovereign in salvation. The believer is not called to salvation because of his or 
her own worthiness but because of God’s purposes and grace. 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with 
every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ, just as He chose us in Him 
before the foundation of the world, that we would be holy and blameless before 
Him. In love He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to Him-
self, according to the kind intention of His will, to the praise of the glory of His 
grace, which He freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. In Him we have redemption 
through His blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of His 
grace which He lavished on us. In all wisdom and insight He made known to us 
the mystery of His will, according to His kind intention which He purposed in Him 
with a view to an administration suitable to the fullness of the times, that is, the 
summing up of all things in Christ, things in the heavens and things on the earth. 
In Him also we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according 
to His purpose who works all things after the counsel of His will, to the end that 
we who were the first to hope in Christ would be to the praise of His glory. In Him, 
you also, after listening to the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation—hav-
ing also believed, you were sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit of promise, who is 
given as a pledge of our inheritance, with a view to the redemption of God’s own 
possession, to the praise of His glory (Ephesians 1:3–14). 

Realizing that God has chosen you for salvation, how should you respond? There-
fore I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and 
holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship. And do 
not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, Continued next page
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“My prayer is that Christian 
legislators on both sides of the 
aisle will unite under a biblical 
worldview because I strongly 
believe that the foundational 
principles of the Bible represent 
humanity’s only hope for 
success. We see the tenets of 
biblical Christianity under 
attack in the public sector 
and in the political realm. We 
are called to be ambassadors 
of the faith and ministers 
of reconciliation. We are 
obligated to fellow believers 
and to the world at large to 
be the mouthpiece for the 
kingdom of God. My desire 
is to give Christian legislators 
the opportunity to fulfill their 
God-given mandate as ministers 
of Christ.”

Capitol Ministries Ministry 
Leaders are self-supporting 
missionaries. Please scan the  
QR code if you would like to 
support the work of Dr. Green  
in Pennsylvania.

so that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable 
and perfect (Romans 12:1–2). 

What is the wrong response? What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin so 
that grace may increase? May it never be! How shall we who died to sin still live 
in it? (Romans 6:1–2). 

The true believer will be convicted of sin 
and turn from it. He will be willing to 

submit to God and follow Christ. A true 
believer will exhibit the following:

•	 A faith that works
•	 A love that labors
•	 A hope that endures

Those three qualities are present in every true believer and continually shape the 
direction of his or her life. Accordingly, Psalm 116:16–17 states: 

O Lord, surely I am Your servant,  
I am Your servant, the son of Your handmaid,  
You have loosed my bonds. 

To You I shall offer a sacrifice of thanksgiving,  
And call upon the name of the Lord. 

Starting today, what application can you make? 
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Making Disciples  
of Jesus Christ 

in the Political Arena
Throughout the World

Many people in our culture are deceived into thinking they are Christians when, in 
light of this lesson, obviously they are not. Examine your heart and ask yourself if 
the biblical characteristics of true conversion are evident in your life. If not, come 
to Christ today on His terms. 

What Can You Do? 

In your heart 

•	 Acknowledge that you have sinned and are not acceptable to God. 

•	 Repent of your sins and call upon the name of Jesus to save you. 

•	 Seek forgiveness through His blood that was shed for you. 

•	 Acknowledge that He is the rightful Ruler of your life. 

•	 Thank God for His love and grace. 

I have repented of my sins and called upon the name of Jesus 
Christ, receiving Him as Lord and Savior. 

I have not received Christ, but I am still earnestly seeking. 

	 1.	 J.I. Packer, Knowing God (United Kingdom: InterVarsity Press, 2023).


