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he intention of this chapter is to expand our understand-

ing and the implications of what the Bible instructs the
believer regarding faith. We will see that without faith it is
impossible to please Him (Hebrews 11:6) and that proper-
ly understood, the biblical concept of the believer and faith
extends far beyond the walls of soteriology, i.c., the doctrine
of salvation. In other words, without faith it is impossible to
please Him means much more than placing our trust in Him
relative to salvation.

Remember, this Bible study series examines the basic build-

ing blocks of our Christian faith. Walking by faith—taking

risks to expand God’s kingdom—is essential to living the
Christian life successfully. What are you doing to disseminate
the good news of Jesus Christ?

Read on, friends, and learn more about what faith in Jesus
means, not only in terms of your salvation, but also in accor-
dance with your present activities in the here and now.

WEEKLY BIBLE STUDIES

White House Cabinet and Governors: Wednesdays 8am (EST), light breakfast served
Senate Members: Tuesdays 8am, rotating offices, hot breakfast served

House Members: Thursdays 8am, Natural Resources, Longworth 1334, hot breakfast served

UNITED STATES
BIBLE STUDY
SPONSORS

WHITE HOUSE CABINET
AMBASSADORS
AND GOVERNORS
Alex AcostaDC

Mike Braun IN

Phil Bryant MS

Dr. Ben Carson DC
Mike Dunleavy AK
Greg Gianforte MT
Mark Gordon WY
Pete Hegseth DC
Mike Huckabee DC
Sarah Huckabee Sanders AR
Mike Kehoe MO
David Perdue DC
Sonny Perdue GA
Rick Perry TX

Jim Pillen NE

Tate Reeves MS

Kim Reynolds 1A
Brooke Rollins DC
Kevin Stitt OK

Scott Turner DC
Russell Vought DC
Scott Walker WI
Glenn Youngkin VA

SENATORS

Jobn Thune

Senate Majority Leader
Marsha Blackburn TN
Katie Britt AL

Ted Budd NC

Bill Cassidy LA

Kevin Cramer ND
Steven Daines MT

Joni Ernst IA

William Hagerty TN
Cindy Hyde-Smith MS
James Lankford OK
Markwayne Mullin OK
Mike Rounds SD

Tim Scott SC

REPRESENTATIVES
Mike Johnson
Speaker of the House
Mark Alford MO
Robert Aderholt AL
Rick Allen GA

Brian Babin TX
Don Bacon NE

Nick Begich AK
Michael Bost IL

Josh Brecheen OK
Tim Burchett TN
John Carter TX
Juan Ciscomani AZ
Rick Crawford AR
Jake Ellzey TX

Ron Estes KS

Glenn Grothman WI
Pat Harrigan NC
Kevin Hern OK
Richard Hudson NC
Bill Huizenga M1
Dusty Johnson SD
Jim Jordan OH
Doug LaMalfa CA
Nathaniel Moran TX
Gary Palmer AL
August Pfluger TX
David Rouzer NC
Jobn Rutherford FL
Marlin Stutzman IN
Glenn Thompson PA
Tim Walberg M1
Randy Weber TX
Daniel Webster FL
Bruce Westerman AR
Roger Williams TX
Rob Wittman VA
Steve Womack AR
Rudy Yakym IN

The views expressed in
each Bible Study are those
of the author and do not
necessarily reflect the
position of any individual
Bible Study sponsor.




MINISTRY LEADER PROFILE

Randy Adams
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In October 2025, Dr. Randy
Adams answered the call to
serve as Senior Bible Teacher
for Capitol Ministries in
Washington, D.C. In this
capacity, he will lead weekly
Bible studies for leaders in the
House, Senate, and White
House Cabinet, as well as for
U.S. Governors.

Dr. Adams has served on the
Capitol Ministries Board

of Directors for many years,
faithfully contributing to

the ministry’s vision and
growth. He steps into this role
following Ralph Drollinger’s
decision to retire from his
position after 29 years of

leadership.

“When D.C. Members or
Governors go to committee
hearings on whatever subject,
they expect to hear from the

best in the world on a given

Continued on page 4
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I. THEINTRODUCTION OF FAITH

The biblical injunction to the believer relative to faith means we are to both pioneer
and build the kingdom of God by taking risks. To please Him, we must obediently step
outside of our comfort zone and journey into territories perhaps presently unfamiliar.

The primary reason Jesus keeps us here
post-salvation is to build His kingdom.
This directive is depicted by Jesus’ last words
to the disciples when He said, “Go therefore and
make disciples of all the nations” (Matthew 28:19).

Notice the word go (poreuthentes). Jesus is not merely making a suggestion for His
followers’ consideration. He is commanding them to do this in an ongoing sense as an
ingredient necessary to make disciples (which is the main verb in the Great Commis-
sion). Specifically, the word go was used by a civil judge in biblical times to mark the
close of a court case.! Once the facts were in and the verdict rendered, all who were
involved were to go and live according to the facts. In parallel, if Jesus rose from the
dead and is validly the Messiah (in Matthew this commanding passage is found after
the resurrection), then the conclusion is to go and tell the world!

Look up the following passages that expand upon this command.

“You did not choose Me but I chose you, and appointed you that you would go and bear
fruit, and that your fruit would remain, so that whatever you ask of the Father in My
name He may give to you” (John 15:16).

Just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we would be holy
and blameless before Him. (Ephesians 1:4).

Now all these things are from God, who reconciled us to Himself through Christ and
gave us the ministry of reconciliation, namely, that God was in Christ reconciling the
world to Himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and He has committed
to us the word of reconciliation. Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though
God were making an appeal through us; we beg you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled
to God (2 Corinthians 5:18-20).

Who is the believer, and what is he or she to do?
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This action of continually geing (¢oing is a participle in the Greek) requires continual VERSE OF THE WEEK
faith. And the faith to go represents the very essence of fulfilling our identity and
calling in Christ. Not to go is to self-abort God’s mission in every believer’s life. Ac-
cordir%gly ¢ Y Hebl' ews 11 :6

And without faith it is
impossible to please Him,
Jfor be who comes to God

must believe that He is
and that He is a rewarder

of those who seek Him.

The question for the believer is not “whether”
he should go; rather, “where and when?”

The need to go and develop ministries among public servants throughout the world
is easily seen by the evidence depicting the moral deficiencies in this people group.
Consider the following statistics relative to our United States Congress:

The Washington Post reported in 2015

that more than two dozen members of
Congress had been indicted since 1980,

involving multiple counts of the following:

e Racketeering
¢ Child pornography BChCVC GOd by faith to dO
great and mighty things

e Aggravated criminal sexual abuse of a child
 sexual charges through your life!
¢ Misappropriation of funds

e Bribery

e Accepting bribes

e Soliciting bribes in return for official favors
e Mail fraud

e Wire fraud

e Filing false tax returns

e Conspiracy

e Money laundering

For past studies or additional copies, go fo capmin.org
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subject. Randy meets that
criterion as a deep, wonderful,
pastoral Bible teacher who

stands on the inerrant,
infallible, plenarily inspired,
authoritative, immutable
Word of God. I am so blessed
that God has raised him up
for this ministry!” concluded

Ralph Drollinger.

Prior to assuming this position,
Dr. Adams served for 12

years as Executive Director—
Treasurer of the Northwest
Baptist Convention, following
27 years of pastoral ministry
and leadership in missions and
evangelism.

“My goal in Washington, D.C.,
is simple,” he shared. “To
teach God’s Word to men and
women in leadership and help
them apply it in their work,
their families, and their daily
lives.”

For Dr. Adams, the mission
of Capitol Ministries—to
make disciples of Jesus
Christ—aligns deeply with his

convictions.

“I believe in the biblical truth
that we must reach leaders,” he
said. “Capitol Ministries isn’t
about lobbying or politics; it’s
about discipleship—teaching
leaders the Word of God,
leading them to Christ, and
helping them grow in biblical

Continued next page
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e Conspiring with political associates to
influence state legislative races

e Accepting illegal gifts

¢ Lying about military service in official voter guide
¢ Misuse of office for private gain

¢ Misuse of public funds

e Improper reimbursement

e Extortion

e Extorting money from a business

e Corruption, including having 14 “ghost
employees” on the public payroll

¢ Using government workers for personal and
political efforts

e Embezzling taxpayer money

¢ Using office for criminal racketeering

¢ Laundering drug money

e Filing false financial disclosure statements

¢ Not reporting major financial transactions?

These statistics are so heartbreaking because the most influential people in our culture
lack an effective life-changing ministry of the Gospel.> They reveal that believers have
not gone and made disciples. It is Capitol Ministries’ goal to fill this evangelistic gap
and build strong biblical ministries on the Hill by making disciples. What a huge
difference the light of the Word can make in any aflinity group! But it starts with a
willingness to go by faith!

The writer of Hebrews employs an athletic metaphor echoing the need of every be-
liever to go most efficiently by faith and make disciples: lez us also lay aside every
encumbrance and the sin which so easily entangles us, and let us run with endurance
the race that is set before us (Hebrews 12:1). What specifically is faith?

II. THE INTERPRETATION OF FAITH

Hebrews 11:1 interprets or defines biblical faith: Now faith is the substance of things
hoped for, the evidence of things not seen (KJV). This passage is written in the style
of the Old Testament Psalms, which incorporates Hebrew poetry—stating the same
thing twice, each stanza in a slightly different manner.
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Substance (hupostasis) means “a standing under.” It connotes “a title deed or a guaran-
tee.” It is the assurance of reality. The Greek word for the phrase of things hoped for
holds a different meaning than the phrase in contemporary English, as though the

biblical writer is describing a whimsical, self-fulfilling desire that he might possess—as

if faith is the vehicle by which we get what we want.*Rather, in context to the whole

of Scripture, it is best understood as those things God places on our hearts in concert
with His written, divine will. The following should provide clarity and application.

Psalm 37:4 states, Delight yourself in the LorD; And He will give you the desires of
your heart. In Philippians 2:13 Paul says to believers, for it is God who is at work in
you, both to will and to work for His good pleasure. Both of these passages reveal that
God directs believers in and through their hearts. It, therefore, follows that if the di-
rection is from Him, it will always be toward His purposes and glory. This concept is
further amplified by Paul in 2 Thessalonians 1:11-12, where he says to the believers
at that church, To this end also we pray for you always, that our God will count you
worthy of your calling, and fulfill every desire for goodness ... so that the name of our
Lord Jesus will be glorified in you. In other words, because of the indwelling Holy
Spirit, that which the believer hopes for is synonymous with his internal desire for
goodness and God’s glory.

Faith is the present assurance of a future reality (which God
has placed on your heart and is in harmony with Scripture),
which He intends to do through you in the future.

With this biblical definition of faith, you might be uneasy when you hear someone say,

“God told me”—only to hear that what He supposedly said is outside the revealed will
and purposes of God! God’s will as manifested through His servants is primarily relat-
ed to redeeming lost sinners from the wrath due them because of a lack of faith in the
substitutionary atonement of His Son, Jesus Christ. If what you are believing God has
laid on your heart does not somehow include this element, then is your desire from
Him, or is it simply one of your selfish desires—and has nothing to do with Him?

Believe God by faith to do great and
mighty things through your life relative
to propagating the message of salvation,
and you will be in for a fulfilling
adventure surpassed by nothing else.

For past studies or additional copies, go fo capmin.org
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truth that transforms their
lives and decisions.”

Dr. Adams was born in Idaho
and raised in Montana. His
ministerial service is extensive.
From 2004 to 2013, he
directed the missions and
evangelism team for the
Baptist General Convention of
Oklahoma. Over 19 years, he
served three congregations as
senior pastor, and during the
past 20 years, he has provided
interim pastoral leadership

to nine additional churches.
His preaching ministry has
taken him to International

Mission Board conferences in

Singapore, India, Thailand, the

United Arab Emirates, Malawi,
and Hong Kong.

His academic credentials
include a Bachelor of Science
in Petroleum Engineering
from Montana Tech (1983),
followed by Master of
Divinity (1986) and Doctor
of Philosophy (1993) degrees
from Southwestern Baptist
Theological Seminary in Fort
Worth, Texas. From 2002 to
2012, he served on the Board
of Trustees of Golden Gate
Baptist Theological Seminary,
including a term as Board
Chairman from 2009 to 2011.
He also serves as an adjunct
professor, teaching courses

in preaching, evangelism and

leadership.

Continued next page
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Dr. Adams’ scholarly and
ministry-related publications
include numerous articles

on leadership, missions,
evangelism, and preaching.
Among them are “Preaching
from 1 & 2 Thessalonians,”
published in the Southwestern
Journal of Theology, and
Following Jesus from the
Beginning, a workbook for
new believers that forms part
of the MY316 evangelism
materials developed under his
guidance.

Dr. Adams and his wife,
Paula, are the parents of two
sons. They will be traveling
weekly from their home

in Washington State to
Washington, D.C., to lead
Bible studies with leaders in
the House, Senate, and White
House Cabinet.

“Every ministry 've ever been
called to, we’ve felt was a

joint calling,” Dr. Adams said.
“Wherever Paula is, 'm home.”

Dr. Adams encourages fellow
believers to partner with them
in prayer and support as they
begin this new chapter of

ministry.
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III. THE INFUSION OF FAITH

The faith spoken of in Scripture is not derived from ourselves. The ability to trust in
Christ for salvation and the ability to believe in Him for future ministry expansion are
the result of His infusion of faith (cf. Romans 3:20-26; Galatians 2:16). Ephesians
2:8 states that faith is the gift of God. Hebrews 12:2 states, Fixing our eyes on Jesus,
the author and perfecter of faith.

The word author (archegos) means “originator, source or initiator.” The Author of life
infuses us with His life at the time of our salvation. In this regard, Paul stated to the
Galatian church, “I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but
Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son
of God” (2:20).

In a full-picture sense, the believer remains on earth post-salvation to accomplish all
that God intends, and to the degree that he is obedient to follow God’s promptings,
he will achieve his life purpose. For this reason, Paul could confidently say at the end
of his ministry and life, I have fought the good fight, I have finished the course, I have
kept the faith (2 Timothy 4:7). Elsewhere in Ephesians 2:10 he states classically,

For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God pre-
pared beforeband so that we would walk in them.

The question then becomes are you willing to fulfill the Author’s preordained purpos-
es for your life?

IV. THE ILLUSTRATIONS OF FAITH

The following are biblical illustrations of men and women who walked by faith. But
first is the classic illustration of faith. By faith we understand that the worlds were
prepared by the word of God, so that what is seen was not made out of things which
are visible (Hebrews 11:3).

Herein we see that God created everything out of things not visible: faith. He has
given us that same kind of ability—an ability called faith to possess mental convic-
tions about things He wants accomplished and then the ability and power via the in-
dwelling Holy Spirit to work toward their actual accomplishment! Such a God-given
ability can consume your whole life!

Nothing is more exciting than to look back and see how God matured a particular
person or a ministry through obedient faith. It is very fulfilling!

How do the following Old Testament saints illustrate faith in the sense of Hebrews
11:1? Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.
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A. NOAH

By faith Noah, being warned by God about things not yet seen, in reverence prepared
an ark for the salvation of bis household, by which he condemned the world, and be-
came an heir of the righteousness which is according to faith (Hebrews 11:7).

B. ABRAHAM

By faith Abrabam, when he was called, obeyed by going out to a place which he was
to receive for an inberitance; and he went out, not knowing where he was going (He-
brews 11:8).

C. SARAH

By faith even Sarah berself received ability to conceive, even beyond the proper time of
life, since she considered Him faithful who bad promised (Hebrews 11:11).

D. MOSES

By faith they passed through the Red Sea as though they were passing through dry
land; and the Egyptians, when they attempted it, were drowned (Hebrews 11:29).

E. JOSHUA

By faith the walls of Jericho fell down after they had been encircled for seven days
(Hebrews 11:30).

V. THE INTENTION OF FAITH

Lastly, in studying faith we learn, And without faith it is impossible to please Him, for
he who comes to God must believe that He is and that He is a rewarder of those who
seek Him (Hebrews 11:6).

We will never know salvation by reason, calculation, merit, or achievement. Nor will
we ever experience the richness of having God use our lives until by faith we will yield.

For past studies or additional copies, go to capmin.org
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blessed in our time to have
an abundance of outstanding
preachers and their sermons are
available to you. Build your faith
and Bible knowledge through the
consistent hearing of God’s Word
(Romans 10:17). Hear biblically
accurate exegesis from these
excellent preachers anytime
at oneplace.com.
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from these faithful and superb
master Bible teachers.
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This is no different than the scientist
who must first hypothesize that his
axiom is correct and then experiment
to prove or disprove his belief. He
must incorporate faith to affirm the
assurance of the things hoped for.

This life of calculated risk—all with the intention of glorifying Him—pleases Him!
And He will guide you in His perfect will all along the way.

1. W.E. Vine, An Expository Dictionary of New Testament Words (New York: Thomas Nelson, 1939), 486.

2. Hunter Schwarz, “More than Two Dozen Members of Congress Have Been Indicted Since 1980, The Wash-
ington Post, July 29, 2015, https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/the-fix/wp/2015/07/29/more-than-
two-dozen-members-of-congress-have-been-indicted-since-1980/

3. R. Drollinger from the cover letter in a Pastors’ Day in a Pastors’ Day at the Capitol invitation brochure, no
longer is the church message or methodology about achieving “liberty from sin”; rather, it’s “lobby to win.”
The 20-year siphoning off of its energy away from pure, biblical ministry has in part created this tremendous
void depicted by these statistics. Herein illustrated is a need to go and place non-political, effective ministers
and ministries in every capitol of our country.

4. This is a description of those who would preach what has become known as “the prosperity gospel”—as if
God exists solely to fulfill our desires.
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