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The Rich and the Poor

In order to provide effective Bible teaching to govern-
mental leaders, expositors must drill down on what God 

has to say about all manner of issues, and accordingly, that 
would include macroeconomic concerns. God’s Word 
has much to say about the matters of government and 
economics. 

In this study we explore what Scripture says about the 
relationship between government and its rich and poor 
constituents. 

Read on, friend. 

AUGUST 31, 2026 

PUBLIC SERVANT PROFILE ............. 2

Congressman “GT” Thompson:  
A Front-Row Seat to God’s 
Faithfulness

VERSE OF THE WEEK....................... 3

2 Thessalonians 3:10

ABOUT CAPITOL MINISTRIES ......... 8



Four Pillars of Paul’s Perseverance

[          ]2

Continued on page 4

PUBLIC SERVANT PROFILE

Congressman  
“GT” Thompson:  

A Front-Row Seat to 
God’s Faithfulness

U.S. Representative  
Pennsylvania 
15th District 

When Congressman Glenn 
“GT” Thompson reflects on 
his sixteen years with Capitol 
Ministries, he doesn’t begin by 
talking about Congress.

He talks about God’s 
providence.

Having participated in the 
House Members Bible Study 
since Ralph and Danielle 
Drollinger first launched the 
ministry in the U.S. House 
of Representatives in 2010, 
Thompson has witnessed 
firsthand how God faithfully 
grows His Kingdom—often 
through simple acts of 
obedience and relationships 
that only He could orchestrate.

“I was very fortunate to 
connect with Ralph and 
Danielle from the very 

I. INTRODUCTION 

What Scripture has to say to public ser-
vants regarding the proper treatment of 
the rich and the poor is an important 
subject. To make the best sense of this 
material and create an exegetically com-
plete, biblically based treatise on the 
matter, this study will be outlined in 
terms of government and the wealthy, 
government and the poor, and govern-
ment and equality. We hope you will 
find this material most intriguing and 
helpful to you personally and in terms 
of policy formation. 

II. �GOVERNMENT  
AND THE WEALTHY 

Outside of the control and empower-
ment of the Holy Spirit, prejudging—
acting with partiality toward others and 
stereotyping or categorizing others—is 
one of those default tendencies of the 
sin nature. Applied to this study, preju-
dice is the underlying reason why people 
too often assume that those who are rich 
are crooked. As fallen human beings, we 
have a propensity to feel like we are su-
perior to others, and so to believe others 
who are wealthier are unscrupulous is 
a convenient way to immediately fulfill 
our superiority quotient. 

A.	 INCOME AND JUSTICE 

In terms of personal income tax, such 
prejudicial conclusions lead to a justifi-
cation of taxing the rich at higher per-
centages. Those who with greater wealth 
in America are treated differently than 
those without. Common statements 
such as “It is time for wealthy people to 
start paying their fair share” illustrate 
this bias. But what is fair and just is for 

all citizens to pay the same rate—with-
out regard to their lot in life and with-
out regard to their income amounts. 
Lady Justice is supposed to sport a 
blindfold. 

A wealthy person should 
not have to pay a higher 

percentage because 
he makes more money 
any more than a poor 
person should have to 

pay a higher percentage 
because he makes less.

Either treatment is biased. What is just 
and fair is for everyone to pay the same 
percentage regardless of investment 
timing, earning power, skill, education, 
creativity, work ethic, comfort with risk, 
or other determining factors pertain-
ing to personal income in a definitively 
free market. Justice in government tax-
ation means government should not be 
prejudicial regarding such factors. For 
government to do otherwise is to treat 
citizens with different standards. Note 
Romans 13:1 with this in mind: 

Every person is to be in subjection to the 
governing authorities. For there is no 
authority except from God, and those 
which exist are established by God. 

If the authority of government is estab-
lished by God, then, in order to reflect 
the very nature and attributes of their 
Author and to be pleasing to their Au-
thor, governments need to be just and 
fair in their actions with all citizens, too. 
Therefore, a government’s taxing citi-
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VERSE OF THE WEEK

✚

Scripture never suggests 
that civil government is 

the curing institution for 
poverty. The needs of the 
poor are to be met first by 
individual believers, then 
heads of household, and 
then and only then does 

the responsibility fall  
to the church.

2 Thessalonians 3:10

For even when we were 
with you, we used to give 

you this order: if anyone is 
not willing to work, then 

he is not to eat, either.

zens at different percentages of income 
is unjust. In fact, 1 Peter 2:13–14 says 
that God’s institution of government 
is sent by him for … the praise of those 
who do right. 

Submit yourselves for the Lord’s sake to 
every human institution, whether to a 
king as the one in authority, or to gover-
nors as sent by him for the punishment 
of evildoers and the praise of those who 
do right. 

We could reason from this passage that 
governments which penalize those 
who create jobs and value-added prod-
ucts for the betterment of society do 
so unjustly. In reality, Scripture tells us 
that those who create wealth should 
be  praised  and incentivized by govern-
ment to create even greater value-added 
opportunities—perhaps by incentiviz-
ing such people with tax breaks! Such 
leads to more job creation and employ-
ment. Note again, according to Peter’s 
epistle: 

The concept of 
penalizing those who do 

right is not supported 
by Scripture, whereas 

rewarding those who do 
right is.

To excuse disproportional taxing of a 
resourceful individual with a dismissive 
comment like “They can afford it” or 

“It won’t hurt them” is to cast aside the 
consideration of justice in society. These 
kinds of comments, in fact, display prej-
udice and partiality when the State is 

definitively a free market. Much more 
often than not, the reason wealthy peo-
ple are wealthy is that they have been 
willing to take more risk when they have 
seen an opportunity, because they have 
worked harder, or because they have 
had more character and perseverance—
and perhaps for all of those reasons. 
Such honorable attributes are worthy 
of praise by government—not penalty. 

B.	 POWER AND PARTIALITY 

Further on this biblical idea is this: to 
allow a poor man a lower tax rate is for 
government to show partiality when it 
is called by God to be impartial. Notice 
Exodus 23:3 in this regard: 

“Nor shall you be partial to a poor man 
in his dispute.” 

In context, this passage relates to a 
courtroom matter, but the principle is 
applicable to economic justice as well. 
The principle is this: it is all too easy to 
lose our sense of empirical economic 
justice when there are outwardly notice-
able differences between two parties, be 
it in a courtroom or on a tax return. 

CapMin’s founder, Ralph Drollinger, 
played for the brilliant Coach John 
Wooden. Ralph recounts, “By the time 
I arrived in Westwood as a college fresh-
man, Coach Wooden had already won 
eight national championships in the 
previous nine years. I was fortunate 
to play on his remaining two national 
championship teams. During that un-
paralleled decade of college sports dom-
ination, I witnessed firsthand how often 
the referees would attempt to help the 
other team. Human nature roots for 
the underdog, the lesser party, but for 
a person in authority to engage in such 
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beginning,” Thompson recalls. 
“It’s been amazing to watch 
how God has brought the 
right people together and 
orchestrated those relationships 
over time.”

One relationship in particular 
stands out.

Years ago, while hosting the 
Drollingers in Pennsylvania, 
Thompson introduced Ralph 
to a close friend, Jon Cassel. At 
the time, Cassel was serving 
in Senegal with the Christian 
Broadcasting Network. Today, 
he serves as part of the Capitol 
Ministries team, helping 
strengthen Bible-teaching 
ministries throughout Africa.

Looking back, Thompson 
sees far more than a chance 
introduction.

“To me, it was amazing how 
God orchestrated that,” he says.

Those moments have given 
him a unique perspective on 
the ministry. While Capitol 
Ministries has profoundly 
strengthened his own walk with 
Christ, he has also watched God 
multiply its influence around 
the world.

“It has meant personal growth 
and equipping as a disciple of 
Jesus Christ,” Thompson says. 

“But it’s also been exciting to 
find myself in a position where I 
could help that network expand 
throughout different parts of 
the world.”

For Thompson, however, 
the ministry’s greatest impact 
begins with Scripture.

Each weekly Bible 

behavior is to display partiality and in-
justice. It is not right, fair, or just.”

Whether on a basketball court or in a 
free-market enterprise, the rules of the 
game are well known to all going in. 
No matter the game, both referees and 
government officials should treat all the 
same. 

Solomon states in Proverbs 17:26 the 
same principle of Exodus 23:3, prohib-
iting penalizing those whose conduct is 
lawful: 

It is also not good to fine the righ-
teous, nor to strike the noble for their 
uprightness. 

To unjustly tax a wealthy person who 
has in no way broken the law is for 
government to  fine the righteous. It is 
to strike an innocent person for no bib-
lical reason. 

C.	 SUMMARY OF POINT 

Civil government needs to be just and 
impartial to all citizens. In his insightful 
book Politics According to the Bible, Dr. 
Wayne Grudem best states how govern-
ments should judge rich members of 
their State:  “The question is not wheth-
er someone is rich or poor, but wheth-
er someone has done good or evil. It is 
wrong to punish those who have not 
done evil.”1 

It is not the axis of being rich or poor 
that God calls a State to arbitrate. Rath-
er it is the axis of good versus evil that 
is its biblical calling and responsibility 
to uphold. Such biblically aberrant pol-
icies negatively affect a country—espe-
cially in terms of its economic outcomes. 

III. �GOVERNMENT AND THE POOR 

Lest we prematurely conclude that this 
is a lopsided Bible study concerned only 
for the needs of the wealthy, all believ-
ers are indeed directed individually and 
as corporate bodies (i.e., families and 
churches) by numerous passages in 
Scripture to help the poor. Note this 
in the three passages that follow—but 
notice too what is omitted from each of 
them: 

But now, I am going to Jerusalem serv-
ing the saints. For Macedonia and 
Achaia have been pleased to make a con-
tribution for the poor among the saints 
in Jerusalem (Romans 15:25–26). 

They only asked us to remember the 
poor—the very thing I also was eager to 
do (Galatians 2:10). 

But whoever has the world’s goods, and 
sees his brother in need and closes his 
heart against him, how does the love of 
God abide in him? (1 John 3:17). 

What is in common with all the biblical 
passages on helping the poor? 

Of all the passages 
that instruct individual 

believers, heads of 
households, families, 
and churches to help 

the bereft, none of them 
ever give that direction 

to civil government.

Scripture never suggests that civil gov-
ernment is the curing institution for 
poverty. And closely related, Scripture 
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study provides more than 
encouragement—it equips 
leaders to faithfully fulfill 
the responsibilities God has 
entrusted to them.

“The studies are Scripture-
based and focused in a very 
practical way on leadership,” he 
explains. “They help develop 
that leadership and encourage 
us to be bold in our faith.”

Serving in Congress 
presents no shortage of 
difficult decisions. Thompson 
says studying God’s Word 
consistently has prepared him 
to approach those challenges 
with biblical conviction rather 
than political pressure.

“That equipping—that 
armoring—is so helpful as we 
take on the difficult issues our 
nation is facing but do it in a 
way that is righteous according 
to God’s Word.”

Thompson is also quick to 
clarify the purpose of Capitol 
Ministries. The goal is not to 
transform government into 
something it was never intended 
to be, but to faithfully disciple 
the men and women God has 
called to serve within it.

“Capitol Ministries isn’t 
about creating a theocracy,” he 
says. “It’s about equipping 
Christians to serve in one of the 
institutions God has ordained—
and that is the state.”

That biblical understanding 
has remained with him over 
the years. In fact, every Capitol 
Ministries Bible study is still 
within arm’s reach.

does not support the idea of govern-
ments taking from the rich to meet 
the needs of the poor. That’s right, my 
friend. The responsibility for providing 
a societal safety net falls to God’s other 
ordained institutions. 

A.	 GOD’S DESIGN FOR A 
SOCIETAL SAFETY NET 

In 1 Timothy 5:3–16, Paul engages in a 
lengthy discussion regarding God’s per-
spective on social safety nets as they spe-
cifically pertain to meeting the needs of 
widows. The overarching principles that 
are contained in this passage reveal, in 
conjunction with those previously list-
ed in this study, a hierarchical order, a 
theological construct, if you will, for 
the proper institutional dispatch of re-
sources to meet the needs of the poor. 
The needs of the poor are to be met first 
by individual believers, then heads of 
household, and then and only then does 
the responsibility fall to the church (if 
for some other legitimate reason indi-
vidual children or grandchildren, or 
if not them, the heads of households 
cannot provide for their own). Again, 
nowhere in Scripture does the responsi-
bility default to the State. (Notice, the 
place for the institution of commerce in 
this ordering has not been mentioned 
yet.) Further, the reason God does not 
include civil government in the task of 
meeting the needs of the poor is that 
He did not intend for it to accomplish 
this task. 

When governments 
begin to hand out 

money in an attempt 
to “solve” poverty, they 

create a permanent 
dependent class.

They must then continue to hand out 
that money as if that solves poverty. The 
reason it is not the solution is twofold: 
first, it leads to the state’s insolvency, as 
we are witnessing in America’s runaway 
entitlement programs. Second, it serves 
to keep the dependent person depen-
dent, as good as guaranteeing that he 
will remain poor. The only real solution 
to poverty is for the out-of-work per-
son to get a job and keep it.  Therefore, 
all permanent solutions to poverty must 
have nothing less than that objective in 
mind. This is the biblically informed 
program of the Union Rescue Mission 
(URM) in Los Angeles, California. A 
not-for-profit corporation incentivized 
by government tax write-offs, they pro-
vide temporary shelter while evangeliz-
ing the desperate heart and training the 
disconsolate soul of the inner and outer 
man, respectively. The URM is a voice 
not only for spiritual renewal but also 
for vocational training since the two are 
usually connected to endemic poverty. 

Herein represented in action is a strate-
gy for helping the poor in ways that are 
biblically founded and proven effective. 
You may have noticed that in the hier-
archical order of creating a scripturally 
based social safety net, the institution 
of commerce is missing. That is because 
its job in combating poverty is to be the 
job provider, which is intended by God 
to sustain the rehabilitated individual—
and everyone else—to supply personal 
and familial needs. 

You might visit a barbershop where 
those who cut hair are on parole from 
prison, learning a vocation on their way 
back to society. You might stay at a hotel 
in D.C. where the same is true of most 
of the employees. These business es-
tablishments are sensitive to what God 
would have them do since He ordained 
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“I keep a copy of every one of 
the Capitol Ministries weekly 
Bible studies in my desk,” he 
says.

Whether addressing issues 
like abortion, perseverance 
through pressure, or biblical 
leadership, Thompson 
regularly returns to those 
lessons—not only for personal 
encouragement but also as 
resources of scripture within 
those Bible studies when 
teaching in churches.

One study, in particular, has 
left a lasting impression.

Capitol Ministries’ teaching 
on the institutions ordained 
by God—the family, the 
church, commerce, and the 
state—continues to shape how 
Thompson thinks about public 
service.

“It reminds believers to be 
bold,” he says. “If these are 
institutions ordained by God, 
then we are called to be part of 
them.”

After more than a decade 
and a half, Thompson remains 
deeply grateful for the people 
God has placed around the 
ministry.

He speaks warmly of 
Randy and Paula Adams, who 
faithfully travel each week to 
lead the House Bible study, 
creating an atmosphere that is 
both welcoming and deeply 
rooted in Scripture.

“It’s refreshing,” Thompson 
says with a smile. “We break 
bread together, feed the body, 
and then feed the soul.”

the institution of commerce in the first 
place! As noted specifically in CapMin’s 
other studies on economics, the job of 
civil government is not to provide for 
the poor directly but to incentivize the 
institutions of marriage, family, church, 
and commerce to pick up the slack and 
create the safety net in ways respective 
of the strength of their institutional 
calling by God. 

B.	THE SOLUTION OF WORK 

When God placed Adam in the garden, 
He told him to work it and keep it (Gen-
esis 2:15). Extremely important to note 
is that this command to man to work is 
given before the Fall. That is to say, the 
necessity of work is not a result of the 
curse; rather, it is a vital aspect of man’s 
possessing in his inner self a sense of 
value and worth. God designed man to 
work in order to achieve a sense of self-
worth and dignity! Extremely, extreme-
ly important is this: civil governments 
must incorporate this biblical truth 
into all policy formation pertaining to 
a sustainable solution to poverty! Any 
programs by any of the five ordained in-
stitutions that do not lead to an individ-
ual’s working to provide for himself will 
only serve to further cripple the individ-
ual. Furthermore, entitlement programs, 
which are not informed by Genesis 2:15, 
only serve to prolong and create an ad-
diction to poverty. Every public servant 
needs to be sure of this fact: 

Entitlements do not 
provide for what God 

says are the prescriptive 
needs of the poor!

Notice what Paul said in this regard to 
the believers in the following passages: 

And to make it your ambition to lead a 
quiet life and attend to your own busi-
ness and work with your hands, just as 
we commanded you, so that you will 
behave properly toward outsiders and 
not be in any need  (1 Thessalonians 
4:11–12). 

For even when we were with you, we 
used to give you this order: if anyone is 
not willing to work, then he is not to eat, 
either (2 Thessalonians 3:10). 

Since labor is the key to a sense of dig-
nity, these passages, along with Prov-
erbs 16:26, place a high value on work, 
stating that we must view the need to 
eat as an incentive to make a living for 
ourselves. 

A worker’s appetite works for him, for 
his hunger urges him on. 

C.	 PERSONAL APPLICATION 

On a more personal note of application, 
as a father or a mother you must teach, 
train, and demand that your children 
value and perform hard work. Parents 
who encourage entrepreneurship and 
employment as early as the high school 
years often find such parenting pays 
huge dividends in terms of career suc-
cess later in life. 

D.	GOVERNMENTS AND 
EQUALITY 

During a mayor’s prayer breakfast in 
Anchorage several years ago, May-
or Dan Sullivan thanked the various 
churches for stepping up and opening 
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Looking back over sixteen 
years, Thompson sees a 
consistent pattern.

God faithfully uses His 
Word to strengthen believers. 
He faithfully opens doors no 
one could have planned. And 
He faithfully prepares public 
servants to represent Him 
wherever He has called them to 
serve.

For Congressman Thompson, 
that has been the enduring 
testimony of Capitol Ministries 
from the very beginning.

shelters for the poor. In doing so, he 
underscored the principles in this study. 
It was a beautiful illustration of what 
believers will do when called on by gov-
ernmental leaders to be faithful to their 
responsibilities. What the church can 
accomplish in aiding the poor is more 
efficacious than what the government 
can possibly do! The converse to this 
wonderful Alaskan illustration is a bib-
lically naive government that believes 
in economic equality and attempts to 
achieve it by faulty actions: 1) taking 
from the rich and giving to the poor, 2) 
unjustly taxing the rich at a higher per-
centage of income, and 3) creating enti-
tlements for the poor. God, as we have 
seen, does not sanction such behavior, 
nor does it work. 

Allow this illustration: if one thousand 
people with no money were moved into 
a new city and the government gave 
every person $10,000, it would not be 
long until some people had more than 
others because of personal initiative. 
The only way to maintain this “eco-
nomic equality” would be for the gov-
ernment to continually tax those with 
more money and give entitlements to 
those with less. For the government to 
continually engage in this approach 
means it must reward bad habits (over-
spending, poor use of time, unwise 
decisions, wastefulness, etc.) and pe-
nalize good behavior (industriousness, 
hard work, frugality, wise decisions, 
etc.)—the exact opposite of what God 
states about the purpose of government in 
1 Peter 2:14! It is to reward those who 
do evil and punish those who do good! 
In this hypothetical city, it wouldn’t be 
long until those with the greater capac-
ity for wealth creation moved some-
where else—and then the whole city 
would spiral into poverty. This exact 
phenomenon is occurring in socialist 

California, where thousands of suc-
cessful businesses continue to leave the 
state. Make no mistake here: 

“Economic equality” 
is a myth that is 

unsustainable and 
always thwarted by 
its own unintended 

consequences.

It is foolhardy for any public servant 
to try to recreate God’s purpose for 
and means of government to some-
how achieve this flawed and impossible 
objective. 

IV. SUMMARY 

For government to use its power in a 
socialistic way in an attempt to “solve” 
poverty and help the poor is to be 
biblically naive. God’s intention is for 
government to spend its energies on 
keeping the playing field level, like to 
a good referee does—only the game is 
called  Free-Market Economy—where 
evil is penalized and good is reward-
ed. Governments must stand aside and 
allow the stronger citizens to help the 
weaker ones individually and personal-
ly via their families and churches and 
via the jobs they create with their busi-
nesses. Lest you doubt that individuals, 
families, churches, and businesses will 
step up and government must step in, 
you are dead wrong. They will because 
they are created by God and bear His 
image, and part of His image is His 
compassion for those in need! 
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Making Disciples  
of Jesus Christ 

in the Political Arena
Throughout the World

We see this side of man come to the 
surface—the  imago dei  side of man—
which always rises up with the greatest 
of courage and compassion especially in 
times of tragedy—in fact, displaying he-
roic levels of courage and compassion—
to help his fellow man in need. What a 
testament to God’s imprimatur on the 
souls of man! 

This is God’s blueprint and solution for 
helping the poor; certainly, the solu-
tion does not lie in a socialism’s govern-
ment-driven redistribution of wealth. 

1. Wayne Grudem, Politics—According to the Bible: A 
Comprehensive Resource for Understanding Mod-
ern Political Issues in Light of Scripture  (Grand 
Rapids: Zondervan, 2010).


